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Notes

However, in 1995 the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms was incorporated into Swedish law in its entirety and, accordingly, the full text now counts
as Swedish law.

Such as those relating to the fundamental freedoms, prohibition of discrimination, the right to
education and the principles of the best interests of the child and the child’s right to be heard.

The Government’s second National Action Plan for Human Rights, for the period 2006—2009, was
based on the first and on the evaluation of the same, and sought to further strengthen and concretise
the work of protecting and promoting human rights at national level.

The Act provides protection against discrimination associated with gender, ethnicity, religion or other
belief, disability, sexual orientation, age and transgender identity or expression. The objective of
Sweden’s measures to combat discrimination is to create a society free from discrimination.
Accordingly, protection against age discrimination now also applies, for example, to access to goods
and services, housing, healthcare, social services and social insurance.

The Government’s website for human rights (www.manskligarattigheter.se/en) promotes the spread of
knowledge and information about human rights. It describes the Government’s work for human rights in
various areas, such as its efforts to combat discrimination and protect the rights of national minorities.
Twenty-two government agencies identified as strategically important have been assigned to
implement a number of interim objectives in their own areas of activity.

A study of access to election and voting premises for advance voting during elections for the
European Parliament and the national general election in September 2014 has been carried out. This
included an analysis of the effects of legislative amendments that came into force in January 2014,
tightening up the requirements on accessibility of election and voting premises.

Within the framework of cooperation in the Council of Europe Sweden has, for example, vigorously
pursued efforts to develop a recommendation on LGBT persons’ protection against discrimination, and
made financial contributions to a project aimed at supporting its implementation. In May 2014 Sweden co-
hosted with Malta the IDAHO (International Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia) Forum, a top-
level conference aimed at countering homophobia and transphobia at national, European and international
level. Sweden and Malta jointly launched a Declaration of Intent that was signed by 17 countries.

The purpose of this investigation is to yield proposals to ensure favourable prospects for people
suffering discrimination to protect their own rights.

A publicly elected parliament as well as a government agency.

On the rights of indigenous and tribal peoples.

Jews, indigenous Sami, Swedish Finns, Roma and Tornedalers.

Voluntary joining has meant that, with effect from 2014, the administrative areas comprise 68
municipalities, 12 county councils and one region.

Most recently, in November 2013, SEK 4 million was allocated to an assignment for this purpose. To
secure the supply of teachers of the national minority languages, in its 2013 Budget Bill the
Government earmarked SEK 6.4 million for certain higher education institutions that were given
special commitments to establish and develop teacher-training courses in subject teaching of the
languages concerned. The Government has also allocated SEK 6.1 million to boost the supply of
Sami, Meénkieli and Romany Chib teachers between 2013 and 2015. The budgeted appropriation for
minority policy in 2009 amounted to SEK 10 million a year, and with effect from 2010 it was raised
to SEK 80m annually. In 2011-2012 the appropriation exceeded SEK 85m a year, and with effect
from 2013 it totalled more than SEK 108m a year, including just over SEK 11m for special measures
for the Roma minority.
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Another aim is to reveal what the Roma perceive as discrimination in their encounter with the social
services and the housing market.

This initiative includes leadership development and mentorship for women.

The measures implemented within the scope of the gender-equality initiative have been sought to
develop knowledge about unpaid household work and social care.

Roughly EUR 100 million.

School staff, and staff in pupil health services are offered in-service training on how schools can work
on issues of honour-related violence and oppression, including marriage against a person’s will,
within the framework of their own activities.

This provision includes not only actual coercion but exploitation of a person’s vulnerable situation,
which may, for example, consist in parents or relatives exerting pressure on a child to marry.

More cases of sexual exploitation will now be judged to be rape since the term ‘helpless state’ has
been superseded by the term ‘particularly vulnerable situation’.

These are the provisions on agitation against a national or ethnic group, which targets “hate speech,”
and unlawful discrimination. There is also a provision on leading youth astray that can be used to
punish dissemination of racist propaganda.

This assignment includes boosting knowledge in the police force and working to enhance confidence
in the police among particularly vulnerable groups.

In the statistics, Islamophobic hate crimes are reported separately.

It is expressed in the Swedish Aliens Act, both in its provisions on residence permits for refugees and
other persons in need of protection and in the provisions on legal impediments to enforcement of
refusal of entry or expulsion orders.

These amendments were implemented in line with the Directive (2008/115/EC) of the European
Parliament and of the Council on common standards and procedures in Member States for returning
illegally staying third-country nationals (the Return Directive).

In a further review of relevant Swedish legislation in 2011, it was confirmed that Swedish law to a
large extent corresponds to the CRC.

The legislation must have as its starting point what is deemed to be best for the child within the scope
of the case management. The Government has strengthened support and protection for children and
adolescents who are suffering, or at risk of suffering, by making what is best for the child the
paramount factor in decisions and other measures relating to care or treatment measures.

Figures from 2013 show a 24% fall in the number of evictions affecting children since 2011.

On the other hand, these children are not obliged to go to school.

By making it easier for the public to submit reports online and investigating crimes on the spot in
cooperation with local police.

Under the Aliens Act, a foreign national staying in Sweden may be granted a temporary residence
permit if he or she takes part in a preliminary investigation or a main hearing in a criminal case. A
special temporary 30-day residence permit to allow time for consideration may also be approved.
These provisions are based on EU law, but go further in that they cover all victims of crime, not only
victims of human trafficking. In addition to these rules, victims of human trafficking can apply for
residence permits on the grounds of, for example, their need for protection or particularly distressing
circumstances.

Method development has related particularly to the need for support that may be required so that
children with disabilities involving communication difficulties are able to obtain a hearing.

The Discrimination Act prohibits discrimination against, for example, school pupils and children in
pre-schools and at after-school centres, and contains provisions on education providers’ obligations to
investigate and take measures against harassment. The Act also states that schools must engage in
purposeful work to promote children’s equal rights and prevent harassment. This includes the
requirement for each school to draw up an ‘equal treatment plan’ every year, reporting on its
preventive work.

The work is based on the 2003 Optional Protocol to the UN Convention Against Torture.
Democracy, gender equality, respect for human rights and freedom from oppression.

Education and health respectively.

0.7% of Gross National Income [GNI].

This support amounted to just over SEK 18 billion in 2012.
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32008L0115:EN:NOT

