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  Information provided by stakeholders 

 A. Background and framework 

 1. Scope of international obligations2 

1. Amnesty International (AI)3, Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI)4, JS35 
and JS66 noted that The Gambia had not ratified important international human rights 
treaties. 

2. CHRI recommended that The Gambia ratify the core international human rights 
treaties as a matter of priority.7 AI recommended ratifying CAT, OP-CAT and CPED8. JS69 
and JS710 made similar recommendations. 

3. Reporters sans Frontières (RSF-RWB) recommended that The Gambia honour its 
international obligations to respect freedom of information and expression and meet its 
obligations pursuant to Article 19 of the ICCPR.11 

4. JS4 was concerned that The Gambia was still not a party to the OP-CEDAW, OP-
CRC-AC and OP-CRC-IC.12 

 2. Constitutional and legislative framework 

5. AI recommended that The Gambia, pending abolition of the death penalty, remove 
from the law any mandatory imposition of the death penalty and provision for capital 
punishment for crimes which do not meet the threshold of “most serious crimes” under 
international and constitutional law.13 

6. AI indicated that the Drugs Control (Amendment) Act, which replaced the death 
penalty with life imprisonment for possession of more than 250g of cocaine or heroin, had 
been passed in 2011.14 

7. JS7 recommended that The Gambia criminalise offenses such as torture, 
extrajudicial executions, enforced disappearances and unlawful arrests in its national 
legislation in accordance with international standards.15 

8. RSF-RWB noted that far from reforming its press laws, among the most repressive 
on the African continent, The Gambia had added legal restrictions on freedom of 
information since 2010.16 

9. Article 19 stated that The Gambia’s legal framework was frequently abused to 
violate the freedom of expression rights of all people, in particular media workers and 
human rights defenders.17 JS6 recommended conducting a complete legal review to ensure 
that all Gambian laws are in conformity with international standards.18 

10. AI indicated that in 2013, the National Assembly had passed the Criminal Code 
(Amendment) Act and the Information and Communication (Amendment) Act, both of 
which further restricted the right to freedom of expression.19 

11. CHRI noticed that sedition20, seditious intention, defamation21 and false publications 
were offences under the Criminal Code (Amendment) Act (2005) and the Official Secrets 
(Amendment) Act (2009) that were used to target real or perceived government critics, 
human rights defenders and journalists.22 Article 19 added that the 2013 Information and 
Communication (Amendment) Act had created several new online offences including 
spreading “false news” about the Government or public officials, that caricatured or made 
derogatory statements against public officials or that incited dissatisfaction or instigated 
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violence against the Government.23 According to Article 19, these offences are punishable 
with up to fifteen years in prison and/or a fine of approximately USD 77,700.24  JS1 stated 
that by targeting online freedoms, the Government aimed at restricting the only free space 
available in the country for citizens to express their opinions.25 AI26, CHRI27, International 
Service for Human Rights (ISHR)28, Gambia Press Union (GPU)29, JS330, JS531, JS632, 
JS733, and RSF-RWB34 made similar comments. 

12. Article 19 noticed that the 2004 amendments to the Newspapers Act had increased 
registration fees for media to more than USD 13,000 accompanied by an exorbitant bond as 
guarantee.  It added that the amendments also extended the scope of the Newspapers Act to 
audio-visual media, further reducing media diversity in the country.35 

13. GPU recommended that The Gambia create the enabling legal environment for the 
development and full participation of the independent media by repealing the current media 
related laws and by decriminalising media offences. It also recommended incorporating the 
provisions of international media and freedom of expression standards into domestic law 
and pass new and progressive media related laws.36 AI37, Article 1938, CHRI39, JS140, JS341, 
JS542, JS643, JS744 and RSF-RWB45 made similar recommendations. 

14. JS3 recommended that The Gambia expand the democratic space to include all 
persons with divergent opinions and voices and immediately stop the crackdown on human 
rights defenders, journalists, government critics, opposition members, lawyers and religious 
leaders who hold government accountable.46 

15. ISHR recommended that The Gambia develop and enact specific laws and policies 
to recognise and protect the work of human rights defenders. It also recommended 
reforming all restrictive laws against human rights defenders and NGOs in order to ensure 
the right to freedom of expression and association in accordance with international law.47 
Article 19 made similar recommendations.48  

16. JS1recommended that The Gambia respect constitutional provisions protecting 
freedom of expression, assembly and association of citizens at all times.49  

17. JS4 stated that The Gambia had come up with policies to promote the rights of 
women and children; enacted some of these into laws (Women’s Act 2010 and Domestic 
Violence Act 2013) and created the relevant machinery to implement these policies 
(Ministry of Women’s Affairs and the National Women’s Bureau and Council).50 However, 
JS4 noticed that structural and legal gaps still remained and affected the extent to which 
women could enjoy their rights.51  

18. JS7 recommended that the Gambia enact and implement laws to ensure equality of 
rights and opportunities for women.52 It also recommended passing laws that prohibit 
cutting of the female genital53; enact laws to ban forced and early marriages; enforce the 
Domestic Violence and the Child Labour Acts and develop policies to give women access 
to quality healthcare.54 

19. JS2 recommended that The Gambia ensure that the Children's Act 2005 is amended 
to incorporate a definition of child pornography compliant with the OP-CRC-SC; ensure 
that all acts in connection with child pornography are criminalised; amend the Trafficking 
in Persons Act 2007 to ensure the protection of all victims for any offences committed in 
connection with their trafficking experience.55 

20. CHRI indicated that the 1965 Criminal Code, as amended in 2005, criminalised 
carnal knowledge “against the order of nature”, punishable by up to 14 years of 
imprisonment. This definition was amended to specifically include female homosexual acts. 
The Code also criminalises “any act of gross indecency”, defined as any homosexual act, 
whether in public or private and is punishable by five years’ imprisonment.56 In April 2012, 
the President Jammeh had reiterated his refusal to decriminalise homosexuality.57 
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21. CHRI recommended that The Gambia ensure that all LGBT persons fully and 
equally enjoy their human rights58; issue a moratorium on all prosecutions for reason of 
sexual orientation or gender identity 59 and repeal all provisions in the Criminal Code that 
criminalise and stigmatise people on the grounds of sexual orientation or gender identity.60 
AI made similar recommendations.61  

 3. Institutional and human rights infrastructure and policy measures 

22. CHRI commended the Government for its efforts to look into the possibility of 
creating a National Human Rights Institution (NHRI) and to accept technical assistance 
from the international and regional community in this regard. However, CHRI was 
concerned that The Gambia’s withdrawal from the Commonwealth in late 2013 might have 
hindered the establishment process.62 

23. AI indicated that a draft law had been developed to establish a NHRI, but several 
international observers had expressed concerns about its lack of independence and little 
progress had been made in bringing the draft law into line with the Paris Principles.63 AI64  
CHRI65, JS666 and JS767 recommended that The Gambia establish a fully functional and 
Paris Principles compliant NHRI. 

24. Noting that national bodies such as the Judiciary, the Ombudsman, and the Public 
Service Commission lacked institutional independence resulting in their ineffectiveness and 
the loss of public confidence in the State,68 JS7 recommended that The Gambia ensure the 
independence of these bodies to enable them to carry out their mandated work effectively.69 
JS5 also recommended that The Gambia further protect the independence and effective 
execution of the mandate of the Ombudsman.70 

25. Observing that a major problem that inhibits child rights monitoring was the absence 
of an effective coordination mechanism at the national level,71 JS2 recommended that The 
Gambia establish a functional Ministry that would be responsible for children's welfare and 
coordination of the implementation of laws and policies relating to children's rights and 
protection.72 JS2 also recommended the establishment of an independent monitoring 
mechanism to receive and investigate individual complaints of violations of the rights of 
children.73 

26. JS4 noted that the Ministry of Women Affairs was a weak institution where the 
personnel was inhibited from taking decisions to advance women’s and children’s rights.74 

 B. Cooperation with human rights mechanisms 

27. ISHR recommended that The Gambia cooperate fully with the United Nations and 
with the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) human rights 
mechanisms.75 

28. Article 1976 and JS777 recommended that The Gambia cooperate with international 
and regional human rights bodies to improve the situation of freedom of expression and 
human rights generally. 

 1. Cooperation with treaty bodies 

29. AI mentioned that since 2010, The Gambia had submitted some overdue reports to 
treaty bodies, but, despite the commitments made at the review in 2010, failed to submit 
others, including to the Human Rights Committee.78 Article 1979, CHRI80, JS481 and JS582 
made similar comments. JS6 recommended that The Gambia prepare and submit overdue 
periodic reports to the treaty bodies.83 AI84, Article 1985, CHRI86 and JS587 made similar 
recommendations. 
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 2. Cooperation with special procedures 

30. JS5 noted that the Government had not demonstrated its commitment to cooperate 
further with the special procedures mandate holders.88 JS489 and JS390 made a similar 
comment. CHRI91 and JS692 indicated that some requests for visit by Special Rapporteurs 
remained pending. 

31. AI93, CHRI94, JS195 and JS696 recommended that The Gambia extend a standing 
invitation to all special procedures and facilitate the visit of all mandate holders whose 
requests are pending. 

32. Specific recommendations have also been made to The Gambia to invite the Special 
Rapporteurs on: promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression 
(JS197, JS598, JS699 and JS7100,), situation of human rights defenders (JS1101) and rights to 
freedom of peaceful assembly and of association (JS1102). 

 C. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into 
account applicable international humanitarian law 

 1. Equality and non-discrimination 

33. JS7 stated that women continued to face discrimination both in law and practice. It 
added that laws on domestic violence were not enforced, maternal mortality was high, and 
women were not adequately represented in decision making at both local and national 
government levels.103 

34. JS4 noted that laws that address women’s and children’s issues were undermined by 
some religious leaders who were publicly against women’s rights which they claimed were 
intended to destroy the way of life  of Gambians and Islam by imposing foreign cultures on 
Gambian society.104 

35. JS4 stated that many girls were discriminated against and were not given the chance 
to go to school or to be retained in school. According to JS4, about 90 percent of women 
are illiterate and this leads to their unemployment and negatively affects their economic 
status in the community.105 It recommended that The Gambia provide a specific budget to 
promote the rights of women and girls.106 

36. JS2 noted that there was no provision in the Women’s Act 2010 which stipulated 
that the minimum age for marriage should be 18 for both men and women.107 It signalled 
that about 8.6 percent of women were married before 15 while 46.5 percent were married 
before 18. JS2 recommended that The Gambia establish 18 years as the minimum legal age 
for marriage; ensure all laws comply with this requirement and enforce the prohibition of 
the withdrawal of girls from school for the purpose of marriage.108 

37. JS4 recommended that The Gambia adopt measures to protect the rights of certain 
vulnerable groups of children, in particular girls, children born out of wedlock and children 
with disabilities.109 

 2. Right to life, liberty and security of the person 

38. JS3 stated that the executions of nine death row inmates (eight men and one woman) 
in August 2012 showed a total disregard to UPR recommendations and a lack of 
commitment to the moratorium on the death penalty which had been in place since 1995 
and belied the statement made by The Gambia at the UPR in 2010, that the Government 
“had no intention of using the death penalty, now or anytime soon.” According to JS3, 
these executions were carried out without using due process, as neither the executed 
prisoners nor their families were told of the executions in advance.110 AI noted that at least 
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three of executed prisoners had not exhausted their legal appeals.111 JS7 added that one of 
the executed prisoners had mental health problems.112 

39. AI indicated that as of March 2014, at least 43 people remained on death row and 
were routinely denied visits by lawyers, family or friends.113 

40. CHRI mentioned that after the executions, the President had issued a temporary and 
conditional moratorium on the death penalty, conditional on falling violent crime rates.114 

41. Stating that the Government had not taken any steps, even though the Gambian 
Constitution required it, to hold a referendum on the desirability or otherwise of the 
abolition of the death penalty.115 AI116, JS6117 and JS7118 recommended that The Gambia 
begin the process of this referendum. 

42. AI recommended that The Gambia establish a permanent moratorium on executions, 
with a view to abolition, and commute all death sentences to terms of imprisonment; ensure 
that all of those on death row are aware of their rights and allow lawyers and families to 
visit their relatives on death row.119 CHRI120, JS3121, JS6122 and JS7123 made similar 
recommendations. 

43. JS6 noted that President had created various units within the overall security system 
which were entirely answerable to him alone. Within the NIA, squads generally referred to 
as “Black Black” or “Junglers” had been associated with enforced disappearances, arbitrary 
arrests, detention and torture. According to JS6, within the police, the President had created 
the “Operation No Compromise” and “Operation Bulldozer” units which had been used to 
conduct arbitrary arrest and detention.124 JS3 made similar comments.125 

44. CHRI noted that the Government stood accused of various cases of extrajudicial 
killings, torture and enforced disappearances of human rights defenders, journalists and 
political opponents.126 AI added that investigations into enforced disappearances were 
rarely carried out and perpetrators were not brought to justice.127 

45. AI stated that torture and other ill-treatment were regularly used and that it had 
received consistent reports that people had been tortured or otherwise ill-treated in order to 
extract “confessions” which were used in court. It added that officers of the NIA, the police 
force, and the military regularly committed human rights violations with no 
repercussions.128 It added that the Government had failed to implement resolutions from the 
ACHPR, calling on The Gambia to investigate all allegations of acts of torture in detention 
and extrajudicial executions and to comply with the decisions of the ECOWAS Court of 
Justice on the cases of journalists Ebrima Manneh and Musa Saidykhan.129 AI 
recommended that the Government fully and effectively implement the judgements of the 
Court and the resolutions of the ACHPR.130 

46. JS5 recommended that The Gambia put an immediate stop to arbitrary arrests, 
detention and torture131 and investigate all cases of enforced disappearances and 
extrajudicial executions. 132 JS7 recommended that The Gambia ensure that all human rights 
violations committed by the police, the army and the National Intelligence Agency (NIA) 
are investigated and that those responsible are brought to justice; conduct independent and 
effective investigations into all cases of ill-treatment, torture, and extrajudicial execution 
and provide victims with the right to a remedy and full reparation, including rehabilitation, 
restitution and compensation.133 AI134 and JS6135 made similar recommendations. 

47. JS7 noted that, according to reports, prison conditions had worsened since 2010.136 It 
observed that overcrowding, lack of medical attention and inadequate food provision had 
resulted in a high death rate. JS7 added that perceived enemies of the President were 
subjected to harsher treatment such as exposing them to unhealthy environments and long 
periods of solitary confinement.137 JS3 stated that Mile 2 Central Prisons and other 
detention centres were deplorable, inhumane and degrading.138 
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48. AI indicated that access to detention centres was limited and that the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) had been denied access since 2006.139 

49. AI recommended that The Gambia improve the conditions of detention in all places 
of detention and ensure that prisoners and detainees have access to medical care, adequate 
and appropriate food, hygiene, and exercise.140 JS3 recommended releasing and 
compensating detainees who have been detained for several years without charge or trial 
and allowing visits by the ICRC and the African Union special rapporteurs on prisons and 
conditions of detention in Africa and UN Special Rapporteurs on torture and other cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.141 JS7 made similar recommendations.142 

50. JS3 noted that arbitrary arrests without a warrant were common as well as detention 
exceeding the 72 hour legal limit and incommunicado detention.143 It added that political 
detainees and persons arrested on serious crimes were denied bail and kept in custody 
throughout the period of their trial.144 

51. JS5 stated that once in the custody of the Government, detainees seemed to fall 
beyond the protection of the law and were routinely subjected to further human rights 
violations, such as unlawful detention, torture, extra-judicial execution, unfair trials or 
enforced disappearance. According to JS5, avoiding arrest has become a constant 
preoccupation for the entire population and it affects every aspect of Gambian life, 
generating fear and mistrust among the population.145 It added that arbitrary arrests, 
detentions and human rights violations were translated into a culture of silence.146 

52. AI recommended that The Gambia release all prisoners of conscience and all those 
currently detained unlawfully or charge them with a recognizable criminal offence in a fair 
trial; instruct the police, the army and the NIA to cease unlawful arrests and detention.147 

53. GPU noted that torture in custody, continued detention, unfair and bogus trials, 
arbitrary arrests and incommunicado detention of journalists had continued since 2010.  
According to GPU, it has become a norm that Gambian journalists, in fear for their life, go 
into exile and that an estimated more than 20 percent of the journalists’ population have 
fled.148 Article 19 also stated that the justice system controlled by the Executive did not 
hesitate to disregard due process in persecuting journalists and individuals who spoke 
out.149 RSB-RWB added that perpetrators of violence against journalists enjoyed total 
impunity.150 AI151, Article 19152, CHRI153, ISHR154, JS3155 and JS7156 made similar 
comments. 

54. RSB-RWB also stated that the Gambian regime’s contempt for freedom of 
information was also evident in the fact that it openly targeted international journalists.157 

55. GPU recommended that The Gambia respect, promote and defend the rights of 
journalists, notably by bringing an immediate end to the unnecessary and continued 
embarrassment and harassment of journalists.158 JS1 recommended reinstating all 
newspapers forced to close; releasing all journalists in detention; investigating threats to 
journalists and representatives of the media and bringing to justice those found guilty of 
issuing such threats.159 Article 19160, JS3161, JS5162 and RSF-RWB163 made similar 
recommendations. 

56. JS7 stated that unlawful arrests of religious and political leaders, human rights 
defenders; persons suspected of homosexual behaviour and civil servants, and their 
detention well beyond the constitutionally-stipulated time limits, had increased since 2010. 
It added that no serious investigations had been conducted into any of the reported cases, 
and neither had any perpetrators been brought to justice for the crimes. In addition, no 
effective mechanism is in place to prevent such abuses.164 

57. JS1 stated that the harassment and persecution of civil society activists165 and human 
rights defenders had led to self-censorship166 while a number of activists had fled the 
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country to avoid persecution. Prominent human rights organisations ceased operating 
because of restrictions imposed by the Government.167 AI added that human rights 
defenders told the organisation that they would not take part in the UPR process for fear of 
reprisals.168 

58. JS1 recommended that The Gambia release all human rights defenders and civil 
society activists detained for exercising their freedom of opinion; provide a safe and secure 
environment for human rights defenders and civil society to enable them to carry out their 
work without fear and investigate all instances of violations of their rights.169 It also 
recommended removing restrictions that prevent human rights defenders from submitting 
information on violations of human rights by government representatives and state-owned 
organisations to human rights bodies.170 CHRI recommended investigating and, where 
appropriate, holding to account any person suspected of harassing human rights 
defenders.171 AI172 and ISHR173 made similar recommendations. 

59. JS5 stated that the President had a habit of making hate speech against human rights 
defenders, gays, opposition members as well as journalists and ethnic groups on a 
consistent basis. He has openly and several times stated that he cannot guarantee the 
security of human rights defenders and journalists in the country.174 JS5 recommended that 
The Gambia cease intimidation and hate speech against ethnic groups, journalists and 
human rights defenders, especially women human rights defenders.175 

60. JS4 recommended that The Gambia recognize the work of women human rights 
defenders and promote and protect them from threats, abuse, false allegations and 
harassments.176 

61. Article 19 stated that the Gambia Committee on Traditional Practices Affecting the 
Health of Women and Children, which fought against the practice of FGM, had been 
subject to intimidation and harassment.177 ISHR also noted that human rights defenders 
working for sexual and reproductive health and the rights of women and children faced 
particular risks.178 JS4 added that the President had openly threatened women human rights 
defenders and had been silent on the attacks and threats against them.179 

62. AI noticed that President Jammeh had made numerous public statements attacking 
LGBTI rights and had also repeatedly criticized human rights defenders for promoting and 
protecting the rights of sexual minorities. AI noted that in 2012, 18 men and women 
perceived to be LGBT had been arrested and charged with attempting to commit “unnatural 
acts” and “conspiracy to commit felony”. Charges against them were eventually dropped 
due to lack of evidence.180 JS4 was deeply concerned by threats against lesbians and same-
sex relationships.181  

63. AI recommended that The Gambia promote human rights for all, regardless of their 
sexual orientation, and refrain from making threatening, intimidating, or discriminatory 
remarks against LGBTI rights.182 

64. JS7 stated that despite the Government’s acceptance of many of recommendations 
regarding women’s rights, actual progress remained minimal. According to JS7, the 
authorities have done nothing to pass legislation to end FGM183 and its practice remains 
widespread.184 JS2185 and JS4186 indicated that 76.3 percent of women aged from 15 to 49 
years had been subjected to some form of FGM. 

65. According to JS4, a draft bill seeking to criminalise and abolish FGM has been 
submitted to the Office of the Vice President and the Ministry of Women’s Affairs to place 
it before the National Assembly, but there has been no official acknowledgement so far. 
JS4 was also concerned that in the 2013 Domestic Violence Act, FGM had been removed 
from the final document.187 JS2 added that some religious conservatives were actively 
encouraging the practice using media.188 
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66. JS2 recommended that The Gambia enact a comprehensive law prohibiting the 
practice of FGM; enforce any such prohibition and reach out and sensitise the religious 
conservatives on the negative impact of FGM on women's reproductive and sexual 
health.189 JS4 made a similar recommendation.190 

67. JS4 recommended that the Gambia put in place proper mechanisms in terms of 
reporting, management and confidentiality to protect rape victims and their identities and 
make available adequate support to access justice, health care and technical resources.191 

68. JS2192 and JS4193 noted that sexual abuse of children was surrounded by social 
stigma, family pressure or indifference, and a culture of silence that inhibited reporting of 
cases to the police. It also observed the weakness of coordination of child protection 
services194 and the lack of trained professionals.195 JS4 made similar comments.196 

69. JS2 explained that child labour was prohibited and that the minimum age for the 
engagement of a child in “light work” was 16 years. However, it noted the difficulty to 
indicate the extent of child labour in the country. 197  JS2 recommended that The Gambia set 
a definitive minimum legal age for engagement in formal employment.198 

70. Noting that corporal punishment was unlawful as a sentence for crime but was not 
fully prohibited in the home, alternative care settings, day care, schools and penal 
institutions,199 Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children (GIEACPC) 
recommended that The Gambia enact legislation to explicitly prohibit all corporal 
punishment of children in all settings.200 JS2 made a similar recommendation.201 

 3. Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law 

71. JS6 stated that there was an absolute lack of independence of the Judiciary 
characterised by arbitrary hiring and firing of judges and magistrates by the President.202 
According to JS7, the latter were targeted for dismissal or criminal prosecution when their 
judgments were perceived as a threat to the current regime. JS7 noted that as a consequence 
of this constant threat of imprisonment, current members of the judicial system faced undue 
pressure to always side with the Government and this had a chilling effect on their 
independence and performance.203 JS5 also stated that fearful of reprisal against themselves 
and their families, lawyers were increasingly reluctant to take on sensitive cases, leaving 
few options for Gambians wishing to exercise their rights.204 JS3205 and JS6206 made similar 
comments. 

72. JS7 added the fact that judges serve at the will of the President has undermined trust 
in their impartiality particularly in politically-sensitive cases. According to JS7, the lack of 
tenure of judges, backlog of cases in the courts, and excessive sentences in politically-
related cases have marred public confidence in the Judiciary. JS7 also noticed that the 
absence of thorough and independent investigations into allegations of human rights abuses 
had served to further erode public trust in the justice system.207 

73. JS7 recommended that The Gambia follow constitutional guidelines in the hiring 
and firing of judges to guarantee their impartiality; step up efforts to permit lawyers to 
perform their professional duties without intimidation, arrest, harassment or interference 
and cease all interference by public officials, including the President, in the judicial 
process.208 AI recommended putting in place measures to safeguard the independence of the 
judiciary in line with the United Nations Basic Principles on the Independence of the 
Judiciary.209 GPU recommended that the Gambia refrain from using Executive powers to 
give Judicial directives where media cases are in Court.210 JS6 made similar 
recommendations.211 

74. JS6 recommended that The Gambia combat corruption by creating a permanent anti-
corruption agency.212 
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75. JS4 stated that there were supposed to be children’s courts in all the seven 
administrative regions of the country but only three were available and access them was not 
easy. According to JS4, the only juvenile detention centre is not suitable for children as 
adults are also held in the same premises.213 JS4 recommended that The Gambia establish 
children courts in all administrative regions for easy access to justice.214 

 4. Freedom of religion or belief, expression, association and peaceful assembly, and right 
to participate in public and political life  

76. CHRI noted that since 2010, the situation regarding media freedom in the country 
had continued to deteriorate to the extent that ECOWAS had taken the decision to refrain 
from monitoring the presidential elections as a result of a fact-finding mission which 
revealed “a picture of intimidation, an unacceptable level of control of the electronic media 
by the party in power, the lack of neutrality of state and para-state institutions, and an 
opposition and electorate cowed by repression and intimidation.”215 

77. JS7 stated that media outlets were subject to closure without warning or due process 
when they were critical of the Government. The Daily News and The Standard newspapers 
were closed immediately after reporting on the 2012 executions of nine inmates. Teranga 
FM radio station was also closed without due process in 2012 after translating news stories 
including opinions critical of the Government into local languages. While the ban on The 
Standard and Teranga FM was lifted by the President in December 2013, The Daily News 
remains closed. According to JS7, many websites critical of the Government remain 
inaccessible in the country.216 AI217, Article 19218, CHRI219, GPU220, JS1221, JS3222, JS5223, 
JS6224 and RSF-RWB225 made similar comments. 

78. AI recommended that The Gambia ensure that all Gambians, including journalists, 
opposition leaders, real or perceived Government opponents, and human rights defenders 
are able to freely exercise their right to expression, association, and peaceful assembly 
without fear of arrest, detention, intimidation or harassment.226 

79. Article 19 noted that NGOs and human rights defenders are under pressure and 
threatened, consequently, many have decided not to openly address issues related to 
governance, democracy and human rights. Their freedom of association and assembly is 
restricted. According to Article 19, the few organisations and individuals who attempt to 
defend human rights are victimised and subjected to judicial harassments and other 
intimidation.227 

80. ISHR noted that there is a climate of fear and self-censorship resulting from limited 
freedom of expression restricted the work of and posed a threat to human rights defenders 
and journalists and led to intimidation of human rights lawyers who were critical of the 
Government.228 In 2010, the NGOs Affairs Agency was moved from the Interior Ministry 
to the Office of the President, thus increasing the monitoring of civil society. ISHR added 
that NGO registration was burdensome and included the mandatory acceptance to conform 
to government development plans.229 JS3 made similar comments and noted a high level of 
interference in activities of civil society organisations.230 CHRI noted that NGOs frequently 
faced harassment on procedural grounds.231 

81. JS1 recommended that the Gambia ensure, at a minimum, the following conditions: 
freedom of association, freedom of expression, right to operate free from unwarranted state 
interference, right to communicate and cooperate and the state’s duty to protect.232 

82. JS3 noted that The United Democratic Party (UDP), the main opposition party 
suffered inordinately from the repressive activities of the state.233 Article 19 stated that in 
mid-February 2014, 14 opposition youth supporters from the main opposition party (UDP) 
were charged for holding a meeting without a permit.234 
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 5. Right to health 

83. JS4 indicated that The Gambia had two major referral hospitals and several regional 
health centres that, in most cases, lacked the basic equipment and drugs to address the 
needs of mothers and pregnant women. It added that even though maternal health services 
were free of charge, poor mothers and pregnant women would still have to buy drugs and 
go to private clinics to enjoy better services.235 

84. JS4 recommended that The Gambia upgrade the health care facilities, improve 
health care services for women and children and provide health centres with qualified 
personnel, adequate equipment and drugs.236 
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