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I. Background and framework

A. Scopeof international obligations

Inter national human rightstreaties?

Status during previouscycle  Action after review Not ratified/not accepted
Ratification, accession or ICERD (2001) CRPD (2011) ICCPR-OP 2
succession )
ICESCR (signature only, OP-CAT
2000)
CPED
ICCPR (1996)
CEDAW (1990)
CAT (1986)
CRC (1990)
OP-CRC-AC (2003)
OP-CRC-SC (2003)
ICRMW (2001)
Reservations, declarations ICCPR
and/or understandings (reservations, art. 12, para.
2, art. 14, para. 3(d), art. 14,
para. 6 (2001))
Complaint procedures, CAT, art. 20 (1986) ICERD, art. 14
inquiry and urgent action®
OP-ICESCR
ICCPR, art. 41
ICCPR-OP 1

OP-CEDAW, art. 8
CAT, arts. 21 and 22
OP-CRC-IC

ICRMW, arts. 76 and 77

OP-CRPD
CPED
Other main relevant international instruments
Satus during previous cycle Action after review Not ratified

Ratification,
accession or
succession

Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide

Rome Statute of the International

1961 Convention on
the Reduction of
Statelessness

ILO Conventions No.
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Satus during previous cycle Action after review Not ratified

Criminal Court 169 and No. 189

Palermo Protodb

Conventions on refugees and
stateless persons

Geneva Conventions of 12 August
1949 and Additional Protocols I, 1l
and Il

ILO fundamental conventiohs

UNESCO Convention against
Discrimination in Education

1. In 2012, the Committee on the Elimination of Rackikcrimination (CERD)
encouraged Belize to consider ratifying ICESTR.

2. In 2013, the Human Rights Committee urged Bel@eonsider withdrawing its
reservation to article 14, para. 3(d) and artielefdara. 6 of ICCPR.

3. CERD encouraged Belize to consider making tlbadation provided for in article
14 of ICERD™

4. The Office of the United Nations High Commisg&orfor Refugees (UNHCR)
recommended that Belize accede to the 1961 Comwventin the Reduction of
Statelessnegs.

5. The United Nations Educational, Scientific andlt@al Organization (UNESCO)
recommended that, in accordance with article 7 hef UNESCO Convention against
Discrimination in Education, Belize submit a report the legislative and administrative
provisions it had adopted and other action it lzkemn for its applicatiof?

Consgtitutional and legidative framewor k

6. CERD noted the adoption of the Constitution Whigluded some provisions on the
protection of human rights and prohibited discriation on the grounds of race, colour and
place of origin‘*

Institutional and human rightsinfrastructure and policy measures

7. While welcoming the appointment of an Ombudspersn December 2012, the
Human Rights Committee urged Belize to provide tffice with sufficient resources.
CERD made similar recommendatidfis.

8. CERD also recommended that Belize establisttiana human rights institution in
full compliance with the Paris Principlés.

9. The United Nations Country Team (UNCT) reportbdt Belize had created a
number of institutions tasked with promoting and/@xhting for the protection of human
rights. However, they did not have constitutionadtpction and could be removed by the
passage of ordinary legislation by Parliament. UN#IS0 noted that the Government had
indicated resource limitations related to setting and maintaining a human rights
institution in line with the Paris Principlé$
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10. CERD recommended that Belize ensure that huights education was included in
school curriculums and that law enforcement officiat different levels, including police
officers, magistrates, judges, lawyers and thosekiwg with the Office of the
Ombudsman, received human rights trainfhg.

II.  Cooperation with human rights mechanisms

A. Cooperation with treaty bodies®

11. CERD and the Human Rights Committee regretiatl Belize had not provided its
initial reports to these Committe8sCERD recalled that, despite a number of reminders,
Belize had not provided a report and that it hastpaned many times the consideration of
the situation in Belize. Furthermore, CERD indichtkat Belize had not responded to the
invitation to attend the meeting to consider itpliementation of ICERB? UNCT noted
that CERD had considered Belize in the absencerepart and a delegatiGhThe Human
Rights Committee also regretted that Belize hadseat a delegation, which prevented the
Committee from engaging in a constructive dialoguigh the authoritieg? UNCT
expressed concern at the lack of timely reportinfygaty bodie

12. UNCT indicated that challenges and capacitysgegthe reporting system included
a lack of clarity of mandates of relevant minigtria regard to human rights convention
reporting; insufficient mainstreaming of respectigenventions into the ministries;
insufficient number of staff; lack of human rightaining for staff at relevant ministries;
frequent data limitations; and lack of public awaass of their fundamental human rig#ts.
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1. Reporting status

Concluding
observations Latest report
included in submitted since
Treaty body previousreview  previousreview Latest concluding observations — Reporting status
CERD -- -- August 2012 Initial report due in 2013
(in the absence of report)(overdue since 2006)
HR Committee -- -- March 2013 Initial report due in 2015
(in the absence of report)(overdue since 1997)
CEDAW July 2007 Fifth and sixth reports
overdue since 2011
CAT -- -- -- Revised and initial report
overdue since 1992
CRC March 2005  -- -- Combined reports overdue
since 2007/initial reports to
OP-CRC-AC and OP-CRC-
SC overdue since 2006
CRPD -- -- -- Initial report due since July
2013
CMW -- -- -- Initial report overdue since
2004
2. Responsesto specific follow-up requests by treaty bodies
Concluding observations
Treaty body Duein Subject matter Submitted in
CERD 2013 Incident of racist and xenophobic
stereotypes; situation of indigenous
peoples; trafficking in persoffs
B. Cooperation with special procedures®
Satus during previous cycle Current status
Sanding invitation No No

Responses to letters of During the period under review, three communicatiorre sent.
allegations and urgent appeals  There were no replies to these communications.
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C.

Cooperation with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights

13. The OHCHR Regional Office for Central AmericaHanama covered six countries,
including Belize®

14. The Regional Office for Central America workedith the Resident
Coordinator/UNCT, Government and stakeholders iatimn to the preparation of the
second national report to the Working Group onUiméversal Periodic Review (UPR). In
2012, the Regional Office for Central America hahdinformation sharing session on the
second cycle of the UPR. An OHCHR (Regional Offfoe Central America and UPR
Section) technical assistance mission was carngdroDecember 2012 to encourage early
preparations by the Government, stakeholders a@adJRCT. In 2009 and 2011, other
training activities on treaty bodies had also talgsce, including specific training on
CERD#*

I mplementation of inter national human rights obligations

Equality and non-discrimination

15. In 2012, the ILO Committee of Experts on thepkgation of Conventions and
Recommendations (ILO Committee of Experts) requeBtglize to provide information on
any evolution in the adoption of the National Gend®licy, revised in 2010, its
implementation and impagt UNCT also recommended its appro¥al.

16. CERD recommended that Belize adopt legislgbiahibiting racial discrimination.

It also recommended that Belize adopt policy messtincluding special measures for the
most disadvantaged and marginalized ethnic granpsder to guarantee enjoyment of the
rights in ICERD for all without discriminatio#{.

17. CERD was concerned by information received #tbmeitement to racial
discrimination and hatred against Mestizos and Mayaerceived by other groups to
monopolize positions and lands. It recommendedBldize combat and punish incitement
to racial discrimination and hatred against sonmietgroups, as well as dissemination of
ideas based on racial superiority. It also recontadrthat Belize adopt legislation which
gave full effect to article 4 of ICERP.

18. CERD recommended that Belize adopt effectigalleemedies for victims of racial
discrimination®®

19. The Belize United Nations Development AssistaRcamework (UNDAF) 2013—

2016 and UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fundjlicated that stigma surrounding
HIV/AIDS needed to be confrontéd.UNCT and UNICEF recommended that Belize
develop and implement public awareness campaignsauitiple languages that seek to
reduce stigma related to mental health, disalslidied HIV/AIDS3®

Right to life, liberty and security of the person

20. The Human Rights Committee noted Belize’'s exqtian that since provisions on
the right to life, the prohibition of torture, afrdedom of thought, conscience and religion,
were not listed in article 18, para. 10 of the Gibuson as derogable rights in a state of
emergency, it followed that these rights were nersdable in a state of emergency.
However, the Human Rights Committee was concerryetthd lack of a clear provision in
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the Constitution and legislation to dispel any dsuihat other rights made non-derogable
under ICCPR, including rights protected under lt&; paras. 1 and 2, and articles 11, 15
and 16 of ICCPR, could not be derogated from duaiistate of emergency.

21. The Human Rights Committee urged Belize to emnslarity in its Constitution and

legislation governing states of emergency so thatights protected under article 4 of
ICCPR were not derogated from during a state ofrgemey, and to ensure that the
requirements of such derogations were consistethtI@CPR*°

22. The Human Rights Committee was concerned byrtephat excessive use of force

by law enforcement officials was widespread. It wamcerned by reports that the

Professional Standards Branch, mandated to inaetmpmplaints from aggrieved citizens

who alleged unlawful conduct and violations by lamforcement personnel, lacked

adequate resources and that it refused to invéstigses that came to its attention in the
absence of an official complaint by the victimwas also concerned by reports that the
Independent Complaints Commission was not functitha

23. The Human Rights Committee urged Belize to enthat law enforcement officials
comply with the United Nations Basic Principlestba Use of Force and Firearms by Law
Enforcement Officials (1990); integrate the 199%andul Protocol into all training
programmes for law enforcement officials; enablee thndependent Complaints
Commission and the Professional Standards Brandary out investigations on alleged
misconduct by police officers; investigate allegasi of torture and ill-treatment; prosecute
and punish the perpetrators; and compensate thmsiadequatel?

24.  UNCT reported that Belize had approved thedvati Gender-Based Violence Plan
of Action 2010-2013. Furthermore, in order to imprahe implementation of the new
Domestic Violence Act of 2007, Belize had developedomestic violence protocol and a
sexual violence protocol for police officers deglinith victims of these crimes. However,
challenges remained in providing adequate sheldeilittes for victims of domestic
violence and addressing corruption and/or negledhe police force that could hamper
timely investigation of domestic violence crinfés.

25. The Human Rights Committee was concerned bgahé&nuing reports of violence
against women and urged Belize to investigate adks of domestic violence and marital
rape thoroughly, punish the perpetrators and ersurgpensatioft:

26. UNCT indicated that many children were routinekposed to violence linked to
inappropriate disciplinary methods or domestic efe in the home. There was concern
that this routine and systematized violence wowddition children to regard violence as
an acceptable means of resolving conffict.

27. The Human Rights Committee and UNCT noted thactnent of the 2010
Education and Training Act that prohibited corpgsahishment in schoof$.The Human

Rights Committee was concerned, however, that calpounishment remained lawful
under the Criminal Code. It urged Belize to repedévant provisions of the Criminal
Code, and, in the meantime, to treat such actscasinal offence’’

28. UNCT stated that child labour continued to bgrablem. The National Child
Labour Policy was being implemented, but with odé&rper cent of the population living
below the poverty line, it had had a limited imp&cin 2010, the ILO Committee of
Experts expressed concern at indications that thestwiorms of child labour continued,
and urged Belize to redouble its efforts to ensheeprotection of young persons under 18
years of age against these worst forms, partigularhfficking, commercial sexual
exploitation and engagement in hazardous Workhe ILO Committee of Experts also
requested Belize to combat child labour, payindipalar attention to rural areds.
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29. CERD was concerned that Belize remained a cpurit departure, transit and
arrival of trafficked persons, despite the 2003fflaking in Persons Prohibition Act,
awareness-raising campaigns and assistance medsukéstims. It recommended that
Belize strengthen measures to combat traffickingp@msons, including by effectively
implementing the Trafficking in Persons Prohibitiot; investigate, prosecute and punish
those responsible; and protect victims. Belize &halso reinforce its cooperation with
neighbouring countried. The Human Rights Committee and UNCT made similar
recommendation$?

30. UNHCR recommended that Belize adopt measuresediblish appropriate

mechanisms aimed at early identification, referesisistance and support for victims of
trafficking, and establish an effective referrabtgyn to ensure that the victims’ right to
seek and be granted asylum was fully and duly medé’

31. UNCT noted that there had been persistent tepof commercial sexual
exploitation of children. In 2012, the Governmeatifenacted revisions to the Trafficking
in Persons Prohibition Act to include offences pedfically criminalize the commercial
sexual exploitation of childret.In 2011, the ILO Committee of Experts urged Beliae
take the necessary measures to ensure that thoiouggtigations and robust prosecutions
were carried out for those engaged in the traffigkof children and that sufficiently
effective and dissuasive sanctions were impdésed.

32. In 2012, the Special Rapporteur on the promo#iad protection of the right to
freedom of opinion and expression and the SpedalpBrteur on the situation of human
rights defenders sent a joint communication aboualleged attack against a lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) activist. Accordingthe information received, on 8
February 2012, the President of the United Beliztvakacy Movement (UniBAM), an
organization working for the rights of LGBT perspmgas attacked on George Street in
Belize City. It was reported that unidentified miead shouted anti-gay slurs at him and
then had thrown a beer bottle at him which hadckthim in the facé&® The Human Rights
Committee was concerned by reports of violencersgdiGBT persons and urged Belize
to ensure that cases of violence against LGBT perseere thoroughly investigated, the
perpetrators prosecuted and the victims adequetehpensatedf.

C. Administration of justice, including impunity, and therule of law

33. The Human Rights Committee was concerned bygrtgjpf inordinate delays in the
delivery of justice and the acknowledgment by Bs$zjudiciary that delays were
attributable to the lack of resources providechjtdiciary=?

34. UNCT indicated that the Government had commissi an assessment of the police
department with a view to addressing corruption arslitutional abuse. The resulting
Crooks Report had made recommendations for thegitrening of the Internal Affairs
Division, including referrals of all complaints llge public against police officers to the
Office of the Ombudsman. Belize had committed te tlestructuring of the police
department in line with the recommendations of thsort>®

35. UNCT stated that there was a high and risingeand murder rate, combined with
understaffed and poorly resourced police and jestidministration institutions. Overall,

the conviction rate for murder cases was belowdOcpnt, indicating serious policing and
judicial weaknesses. High levels of impunity and loonviction rates had been attributed
to poor investigation; poor case preparation; pmmnmunication between the police and
the courts; irresponsible media reporting; allegatiof corruption among magistrates and
solicitors; and allegations of political interfecenin case® UNCT recommended that
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Belize improve the capacity of the police to inigste crimes and support reforms to the
magistracy to protect the independence of the jadic*

36. UNCT reported that free legal representatios amly available for capital offences.
It had not been extended to other serious crimés @msues affecting the rights of women,
indigenous peoples or minorities. Those persoiifated challenges in securing adequate
legal representation to defend their human rightsaddition, securing legal advice was
also problematic as the only legal aid centre oftefree legal advice or information was in
Belize City®

37. The Human Rights Committee stated that Bellzeulsl give urgent priority to
providing legal representation to juveniles facimgprisonment in order to meet its
obligation under article 24 of ICCPR.

38. UNCT stated that Belize was not a signatoryth United Nations Convention
against Corruption. Despite efforts made by the d@woment to strengthen the
accountability framework to implement the Inter-Aman Convention against Corruption,
UNCT remained concerned that the lack of an adecadininistrative and legal machinery
to strengthen ethics and prevent corruption rengaaneeak feature in BeliZé.

Right to privacy, marriage and family life

39. The Human Rights Committee urged Belize toycamt birth registration and

provide birth certificates for all children, parlarly in rural areas, through appropriate
interventions such as awareness-raising programames simplifying procedures for

registratior’> UNHCR made a similar recommendatin.

40. UNHCR noted that Belize had not yet enactedlem legislation which would
determine whether individuals were stateless arghtgthem legal status. UNHCR
recommended that Belize implement a statelessretesntination procedure, according to
the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of &tasePersont.

41. The Human Rights Committee took note that gertadividuals in Belize had
instituted proceedings challenging the constitwliy of section 53 of the Criminal Code,
which prohibited same-sex relations, and of sechid)(e) of the Immigration Act, which
included homosexuals on the list of prohibited pessfor purposes of immigration. The
Human Rights Committee was concerned that Belizkeld any constitutional or statutory
provision expressly prohibiting discrimination orognds of sexual orientation or gender
identity®® The Human Rights Committee urged Belize rewiew its Constitution and
legislation to ensure that discrimination on grasimaf sexual orientation and gender
identity was prohibited?

Freedom of expression and right to participate in public and political
life

42. UNESCO stated that criminal defamation wag gtibsecutable under the Libel
and Defamation Act of 2000and recommended that Belize decriminalize defamaiti
accordance with international standafds.

43. UNESCO indicated that the Government might isepa fine of up to US$2,500
and up to three years in prison for those questgpnie financial disclosures of public
officials. The Belize Broadcasting Authority hadethight to preview broadcasts with
political content and remove material it deemedlblis’



A/HRC/WG.6/17/BLZ/2

10

44, UNESCO reported that media self-regulatory raasms® were not developed in
Belize/* and recommended that Belize develop them.

45, UNCT stated that there was only one woman sgras an elected member of the
national Parliament and two appointed, non-elefgethle ministers in the new Cabinet; of
the sixteen Chief Executive Officers in Governmeint,were female. Women experienced
many cultural, structural and financial barriersetiggaging in national political leadership.
There was still no quota system to fast-track thétipal participation of womerf The
Human Rights Committee urged Belize to improve laeticipation of women in public
and political life as well as in decision-makingsfimns in all spheres of life through, inter
alia, the introduction of temporary special meas(ire

Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work

46. In 2012, the ILO Committee of Experts once agasked Belize to indicate the
specific measures taken or envisaged to addreggetiger pay gap, including the measures
to increase the representation of women in middied higher-income levels, and the
results achieve® The Human Rights Committee urged Belize to takeoete measures to
close the wage gap between men and wofhen.

Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

47. Belize UNDAF 2013-2016 indicated that povertysva complex and multifaceted
outcome of a wide range of controllable and unadlaible variables, including global
economic recessions, periodic natural disastergqued access to economic and
educational resources, health protective assetdessdthan meaningful civil society and
political engagemerif. Poverty was also consistently being identifiedaalsey cause for
crime and violence. Unemployment, marginalizatipopor education, poor housing and
living conditions, and entrenched cultural normgareling gender roles played important
symbiotic roles in generating and sustaining impisvenent

48. Belize UNDAF 2013-2016 indicated that there wwaseed to enhance national
capacity for the formulation, monitoring and evaiol of national social policies that were
evidence-based and designed to improve the owguallity of life for all Belizeans and

particularly the social well-being of the most vettable populations, including children,
the impoverished and minoritiés.

49.  UNCT noted that an Older Persons Act, whictgbio secure the protection of the
human rights of older persons and the creatioron@iitions of economic security for them,
had been pending before Parliament. The majorityolder persons live with family
members and with an overall poverty rate of 41 qert. The majority of older persons
lived within poor family homes and therefore contd to face hardshf.

50. UNCT stated that, in 2009, the Government tedchdhed the National Poverty
Elimination Strategy 2009-2013, which identifieddigeenous peoples as the most
vulnerable to poverty, and outlined specific sijge to address poverty. However, the
outcome of the Strategy had yet to be assé¥ésed.

51.  UNCT reported that existing government prograsino address food security and
poverty issues that included safety net measurdsphaved inadequate to address the
immense challenges and vulnerabilities faced bytimilation®®

52.  UNICEF noted Belize's vulnerability to hurrimand storms and recommended
increased enforcement of water, sanitation, andteel infrastructure requirements to
ensure the availability of potable watér.
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Right to health

53. UNCT noted that access to health servicesiiasilfor most of the population was
inadequate and that there was an acute shortggénwdry care nurses and overreliance on
foreign health-care workers, which in turn was tedato other issues such as language
barriers, high rotation of staff and greater demé&rdmonitoring and evaluation of the
guality health service¥.

54. Belize UNDAF 2013-2016 indicated that healttidators showed improved life
expectancy and infant mortality rates. However, ghevalence of chronic undernutrition
among children under five years of age (especialyigenous children) remained a
challengé®

55.  UNCT noted that chronic diabetes and cardiavasdisease were leading causes of
mortality, overtaking the traditional infectioussdases such as malaria, tuberculosis and
dengue. These emerging health risks were relateddaster of risk factors connected to
inappropriate diet, lack of exercise and an inadég|living environment. Road accidents
were deemed a major cause of mortality, pointindnéoquality of the roads and to minimal
enforcement of safety regulatiofis.

56. UNCT indicated that data for 2010 had revedied HIV infections had decreased
for the second year in a row. However, the keygrgeps affected remained those between
20 and 49 years of age, with the highest numbehdse aged 25-29 years. There were
persistent problems associated with poor knowlafgeansmission methods and negative
growth in behavioural change and attitudes, espgdia adolescent female populations
and populations with high risk sexual activity.

57. UNCT stated that appropriate and adequate sitoesexual and reproductive health

information and services remained a challenge dmescents due to the legal barriers to
the provision of such services to them. The Govemnnad undertaken assessment of the
legal barriers to the elimination of parental coriseand developed a Sexual and

Reproductive Health Rights Bill to close this dap.

Right to education

58. UNCT noted a decline in gross enrolment andemeblment rates at the primary
school level. The gross enrolment rate as of 2088 anly 95.1 per cent and the net
enrolment rate was 83.7 per cent. The nationalgmschool completion rate was only 37
per cent. As a result, Belize was not on track ®etmMillennium Development Goal
(MDG) targets for primary enrolment and complet®éiThere had also been increasing
levels of repetition and poor academic performammicating policy and quality problems
within the education system as a whole. The edwmcasystem was an aggregate of
education subsystems with no coordinating mechamischvarying management policies
and strategies and quality of teaching staff.

59. UNCT stated that the government initiativesriorease the enrolment of girls in
primary and secondary school had resulted in Bedzecessfully achieving the MDG
indicator on gender parity in primary and secondaducation. However, there was
geographic disparity, and rural women and girlsenveften constrained from completing
their education due to cultural noridhe Human Rights Committee urged Belize to raise
awareness on the importance of women’s and gidsication, and to adopt specific
measures aimed at reducing the school dropout ftggegnant teenage girls and at
encouraging them to continue school after givinghtsp

11
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Cultural rights

60. UNCT indicated that, although the educatiortespswas multicultural, this was not

addressed adequately by teacher training and thea@dnal curriculums. Students whose
mother tongue was not English were at a disadvantagligenous, minority and migrant

children already affected by other human rightpaligies, such as poverty, racism and
discrimination, were most affectéd.

61. UNCT stated that efforts had nonetheless besderto improve access to education
for indigenous peoples. The Government had intarrall bilingual education strategies in
some indigenous communities to increase enrolmeatimprove academic outcomes for
children in these communitiés.

Per sons with disabilities

62. UNCT stated that, although the Government hatifled CRPD, it had not yet been
incorporated it into national legislation and novgmment department had been assigned
the mandate to implement the rights contained the&pecific services for the treatment
and rehabilitation of persons with disabilities touned to be provided by non-
governmental organizations rather than governmgancies, which had limited the scope
and resources available for the provision of seshises?®

63. The Human Rights Committee was concerned tbegops found to be suffering
from mental disabilities under any law in force wetisqualified from registering to vote
and voting. It urged Belize to revise its legisdatito ensure that it did not discriminate
against persons with mental intellectual or psyohiad disabilities by denying them the
right to vote on bases that were disproportionatéhat had no reasonable and objective
relationship to their ability to vot&.

Minorities and indigenous peoples

64. UNCT indicated that the Government had madk Igrogress in advancing the
allocation of 500,000 acres of disputed traditioMdyan lands, in line with the 2004
decision of the Inter-American Commission of Hunfights in favour of Mayan property
rights. The 2007 and 2010 Supreme Court decisiadsalffirmed constitutional protection
for ancestral land rights for 38 villages in south8elize. However, to date, only some
77,000 acres had been designated. There were dl@iha recent government decision to
give concessions to a petroleum company for oil@agtion within traditional Mayan lands
had been granted without the consent of the Magdigénous communities required by
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights ofigetious People'§?

65. The Human Rights Committee was concerned bgrtepegarding the refusal by
Belize to comply with court orders following the @D decision of the Inter-American
Human Rights Commission and the 2007 and 2010 idesiof the Supreme Court of
Belize. It regretted reports that Belize continuied grant concessions to companies
involved in logging, oil drilling, seismic surveysd road infrastructure projects in Mayan
territories, thereby affecting the rights of the yda peoples to practice their culture on
their traditional land$™ The Human Rights Committee urged Belize to ddsish issuing
new concessions for logging, parcelling for privig@sing, oil drilling, seismic surveys and
road infrastructure projects in Mayan territorieghaut the free, prior and informed
consent of the relevant Mayan commurifyCERD made similar recommendatidf.

66. In 2012, in the framework of its Early Warniagd Urgent Action Procedure,
CERD was concerned by the absence of measureslizg Baich as consultation with the
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Maya people, in order to delimitate, demarcate @ihel the customary title of the Maya
villages of Belize!®

67. CERD recommended that Belize take steps, inmgjugbecial measures, to guarantee
to Maya indigenous peoples and some people of @iridescent access to the labour
market, housing and health care, and to combatdkierty and exclusion they face. Belize
should develop intercultural bilingual educationfagilitate the integration of such ethnic

groups®

Migrants, refugees and asylum seekers

68. UNCT stated that intercepted undocumented migrancluding potential asylum

seekers, convicted of illegal entry were incar@matogether with serious criminal

offenders. Those from outside the region contintedbe incarcerated, as legislation
allowed for their indefinite detention even aftentences for illegal entry were completed,
until the Government found means to repatriate thetheir countries of origitf®

69. UNHCR indicated that female migrants in the deorareas were particularly
vulnerable to sexual exploitation and other viala§ of their right3®” UNCT was
concerned by the vulnerabilities experienced byramg children, many of whom were
located in ad hoc communities of undocumented perso the agricultural belts and
alongside border communities. Some of these childrere born in Belize but, due to their
parents being undocumented, had not been registaedo could not access appropriate
health, education or other services. UNCT calledBmtize to prioritize a situational
analysis of migrants and develop a suitable mignafiolicy that adequately addressed
migrant children®

70. UNHCR recommended that Belize ensure that sargenechanisms were in place
to identify persons who might be in need of intéioval protection among those that were
intercepted as undocumented migrants, so as npérnalize them merely on account of
their irregular entry and/or stay in the counfy.

71. UNHCR recommended that persons in need ofnatemal protection, if detained,
be placed in a facility separate from persons axadi of common crime's®

72. UNHCR recommended that Belize consider alteresitto detention to ensure that
the detention of asylum seekers was used onlylast aesort, and, where necessary, for as
short a period as possibfe.

73. UNHCR indicated that Belize’s Refugee Eligtyil Committee in charge of
conducting refugee status determination had notsimee 1997. UNHCR was concerned
that, in the absence of a functioning asylum systpersons in need of international
protection might not be identified and be exposedefoulement and recommended that
Belize reinstitute the Refugee Eligibility Commaéteas early as possibi&. The Human
Rights Committee expressed similar concerns anelduBglize to re-establish a mechanism
for refugee status determination and observe iligation to respect the principle abn-
refoulement.'

Right to development and environmental issues

74. UNCT stated that the impact of repeated exmosorsmall- and medium-sized
storms and climate-related events had contribuidddreased vulnerabilities and reduced
adaptation capacities of people, particularly thdeethe small rural and coastal
communities of the country. These, compounded wi@tbnomic challenges in the national
and global arenas, had exacerbated poverty levelsother development challenges in
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these areas, in particular, but also in the cquntgeneral. Many coastal areas exposed to
hurricane hazard risks, such as Belize City, geadr@&conomic outputs from tourism.
Crops were also destroyed during hurricanes, arzeBenight be vulnerable to several
diseases, as well as hunger and food scarcity tigguirom hurricane events. While
building standards were improving, they remainddtinesly poor, contributing to increased
infrastructure vulnerabilities during hurricanesl aalated riskd*

75. UNCT indicated that the Government had adoptederal policies to address
environmental vulnerability but noted the lack of stated gender policy or sex-
disaggregated data, which would allow for analysisthe populations most at risk,
including greater knowledge of their capacitiesnitigate impacts from disasters.

Notes

Unless indicated otherwise, the status of ratifices of instruments listed in the table may benfbu

in the official website of the United Nations Trg&ollection database, Office of Legal Affairs oéth

United Nations Secretariat, http://treaties.un.dPfgase also refer to the United Nations compitati

on Belize from the previous cycle (A/HRC/WG.6/5/BLZ/2).

2 The following abbreviations have been used fa& ticument:

ICERD International Convention on the EliminationAdf Forms of Racial
Discrimination

ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social@nitural Rights

OP-ICESCR Optional Protocol to ICESCR

ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political iRigy

ICCPR-OP 1 Optional Protocol to ICCPR

ICCPR-OP 2 Second Optional Protocol to ICCPR, aimtrijeabolition of the
death penalty

CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms ofdorimination against
Women

OP-CEDAW Optional Protocol to CEDAW

CAT Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, InhumaDegrading
Treatment or Punishment

OP-CAT Optional Protocol to CAT

CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child

OP-CRC-AC Optional Protocol to CRC on the involvementhifdren in armed
conflict

OP-CRC-SC Optional Protocol to CRC on the sale of aildchild prostitution
and child pornography

OP-CRC-IC Optional Protocol to CRC on a communicationsgdure

ICRMW International Convention on the Protectiontd Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families

CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disaslit

OP-CRPD Optional Protocol to CRPD

CPED International Convention for the ProtectiobfPersons from

Enforced Disappearance
3 Individual complaints: ICCPR-OP 1, art. 1; OP-CEDASt. 1; OP-CRPD, art. 1; OP-ICESCR, art.
1; OP-CRC-IC, art. 5; ICERD, art. 14; CAT, art. 22; ICRM#¥t. 77; and CPED, art. 31. Inquiry
procedure: OP-CEDAW, art. 8; CAT, art. 20; CPED, 38;. OP-CRPD, art. 6; OP-ICESCR, art. 11;
and OP-CRC-IC, art. 13. Inter-State complaints: ICCPR,4dr, ICRMW, art. 76; CPED, art. 32;
CAT, art. 21; OP-ICESCR, art. 10; and OP-CRC-IC, artUrgent action: CPED, art. 30.
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficki Persons, Especially Women and Children,
supplementing the United Nations Convention agdirestsnational Organized Crime.
5 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugeekits 1967 Protocol, 1954 Convention relating
to the Status of Stateless Persons.
Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Ctindiof the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces
in the Field (First Convention); Geneva Conventionthe Amelioration of the Condition of
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

29

30
31

Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed €&t Sea (Second Convention); Geneva
Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoneré/af (Third Convention); Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons im&iof War (Fourth Convention); Protocol
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August9,&nd relating to the Protection of Victims of
International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I); Protodadditional to the Geneva Conventions of 12
August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Mistof Non-International Armed Conflicts
(Protocol 11); Protocol Additional to the Geneva ®@entions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the
Adoption of an Additional Distinctive Emblem (Pratd I11). For the official status of ratifications,
see Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzed, at
www.eda.admin.ch/eda/fr’lhome/topics/intla/intredigwarvic.html.

International Labour Organization Convention No.c@8cerning Forced or Compulsory Labour;
Convention No. 87 concerning Freedom of Associadioth Protection of the Right to Organise;
Convention No. 98 concerning the Application of Brenciples of the Right to Organise and to
Bargain Collectively; Convention No. 100 concerningildlgRemuneration for Men and Women
Workers for Work of Equal Value; Convention No. Idfcerning the Abolition of Forced Labour;
Convention No. 111 concerning Discrimination in Respé Employment and Occupation;
Convention No. 138 concerning Minimum Age for Adnossto Employment; Convention No. 182
concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Actiontfee Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child
Labour.

International Labour Organization Convention Nod,1éncerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in
Independent Countries, and Convention No. 189 coitgiDecent Work for Domestic Workers.
Concluding observations of the Committee on theilation of Racial Discrmination,
CERD/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 15.

Concluding observations of the Human Rights Commiti&PR/C/BLZ/CO/1, paras. 7-8.
CERD/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 16.

UNHCR submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 6.

UNESCO submission to the UPR on Belize, para. 42.

CERD/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 4.

CCPR/C/BLZICO/1, para. 9.

CERD/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 8.

Ibid.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, pp. 3—4.

CERD/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 14.

The following abbreviations have been used fa tlicument:

CERD Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimioat

HR Committee Human Rights Committee

CEDAW Committee on the Elimination of Discriminatiagainst Women
CAT Committee against Torture

CRC Committee on the Rights of the Child

CRPD Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disadliti

CMW Committee on the Protection of the Rights of Algkant Workers

and Members of Their Families
CERD/C/BLZ/COI1, para. 3; CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 3
CERD/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 3.
UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 6.
CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 4.
UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 5.
Ibid., pp. 5-6.
Belize submitted the initial report in 1991. Howegwbhe Committee requested a more detailed and
revised report, and postponed further consideratfdhe initial report until the Committee’s next
session, when the revised report would be avail@#el/C/SR.156).
CERD/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 19.
For the titles of special procedures, see www.obofyEN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Themes.aspx and
www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Countries.aspx.
OHCHR Management Plan 2012-2013, p. 161.
UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 7.
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16

32

33
34
35
36
37

38

39
40
a1
42
43
44
45
46
a7
48
49

50

51
52

53
54
55

56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72

ILO Committee of Experts, Direct Request (CEACR) — aeid2012, published 102nd ILC session
(2013) — C111 — Discrimination (Employment and @zation) Convention, 1958 (No. 111) Belize
(Ratification: 1999): available at http://www.ilogddyn/normle/en/f?p=1000:13100:0::NO::P13100
_COMMENT_ID:3087631.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 30.

CERD/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 7.

Ibid., para. 9.

Ibid., para. 13.

Belize UNDAF 2013-2016, Belize City, 2012, p. 7. UNF;Executive Summary of Children and
Women in Belize 2011: An Ecological Review, Belize City, 2011, p. 4, available at
http://www.unicef.org/sitan/files/SitAn_Belize_ExSuduly 2011.pdf.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p.18. UNICEkecutive Summary of Children and \WWomen
in Belize 2011, p. 12.

CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 14.

Ibid.

Ibid., para. 19.

Ibid.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 10.

CCPR/C/BLZI/CO/1, para. 15.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 8.

CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 18. UNCT submission to the UPRalize, p. 2.

CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 18.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, para. ii,§. 2

ILO Committee of Experts, Direct Request (CEACR) — &eld2010, published 100th ILC session
(2011) — C182 — Worst Forms of Child Labour Coni@nt1999 (No. 182) Belize (Ratification:
2000): available at

http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:13100M0::P13100 COMMENT_ID:2334198

ILO Committee of Experts, Direct Request (CEACR) — &eld2010, published 100th ILC session
(2011) — C138 — Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (N88)LBelize (Ratification: 2000): available at
http:/Amww.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:13100:D:13100:P13100_COMMENT_ID:2334188:NO.
CERD/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 12.

CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/1, advance unedited version, para. 17ZCTUsUbmission to the UPR on Belize, p.
15.

UNHCR submission to the UPR on Belize, p 5.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 15.

ILO Committee of Experts, Direct Request (CEACR) — &eld2010, published 100th ILC session
(2011) — C182 — Worst Forms of Child Labour Coni@nt1999 (No. 182) Belize (Ratification:
2000): available at

http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:13100M0::P13100 COMMENT_ID:2334198
A/HRC/20/30, p. 61.

CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 13.

Ibid., para. 20.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, pp.10-11.

Ibid., p. 11.

Ibid., p. 29.

Ibid., p. 11.

CCPR/C/BLZICO/1, para. 7.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 1.

CCPR/C/BLZI/CO/1, para. 22.

UNHCR submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 5.

Ibid.

CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 13.

Ibid.

UNESCO submission to the UPR on Belize, para. 27.

Ibid., para. 45.

Ibid., para. 28.
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73

74
75
76
7
78

79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
20
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104

105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115

With regard to media self-regulatory mechanisneage see the following UNESCO site:
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-infation/freedom-of-expression/professional-
journalistic-standards-and-code-of-ethics/key-cptaébookmarkl

UNESCO submission to the UPR on Belize, para. 29.

Ibid., para. 46.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, pp. 4-5.

CCPR/C/BLZI/CO/1, para. 12.

ILO Committee of Experts, Direct Request (CEACR) — aeid2012, published 102nd ILC session
(2013) — C100 — Equal Remuneration Convention, 18kl 100) Belize (Ratification: 1999):
available at

http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:13100M0:13100:P13100 _COMMENT_ID:3086997
:NO.

CCPR/C/BLZI/CO/1, para. 12.

Belize UNDAF 2013-20186, p. 6.

Ibid., p. 7.

Ibid., p. 8.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, para. d, p. 28

Ibid., p.21.

Ibid.

UNICEF, Executive Summary of Children and Women in Belize 2011, pp. 8 and 17.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p.17.

Belize UNDAF 2013-2016, p. 7.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 17.

Ibid., p. 16.

Ibid., p. 12.

Ibid., p. 19.

Ibid.

Ibid., p. 9.

CCPR/C/BLZI/CO/1, para. 23.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p.19.

Ibid., p. 20.

Ibid.

CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 24.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 22.

CCPR/C/BLZI/CO/1, para. 25.

Ibid.

CERD/C/BLZ/CO/1, 29 August 2012, para. 10.

Letter 9 March 2012, from CERD to the Permanent Missf Belize, in the framework of the Early
Warning and urgent Action Procedure, availablet@ttiwww?2.0hchr.org/english/bodies/cerd/docs/
CERD_Belize.pdf.

CERD/C/BLZ/CO/1, para. 11.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 23.

UNHCR submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 2.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 23.

UNHCR submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 4.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid., pp. 1 and 3.

CCPR/C/BLZI/CO/1, para. 16.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belize, p. 24.

Ibid.
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