United Nations A HRc/s-22INGO8

7R\ General Assembly Distr: Genera
\\/{\¢ ‘1}\} 29 August 2014
Il English only

Human Rights Council
Twenty Second special session
1 September 2014

Written statement” submitted by the European Centrefor
L aw and Justice, a hon-gover nmental organization in
special consultative status

The Secretary-General has received the following written statement which is circulated in
accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31.

[29 August 2014]

" Thiswritten statement is issued, unedited, in the language(s) received from the submitting non-
governmental organization(s).

GE.14-15224 (E)

* 1 415224 % Please recycle@




A/HRC/S-22/INGO/8

The Dangers 1SS and its Progeny pose to Regional and Global Peace

By way of introduction, the European Centre for Law and Justice (ECLJ) is an international, Non-Governmental
Organisation, dedicated to promoting and protecting human rights and to furthering the rule of law in international
affairs. The ECLJ has held Special Consultative Status before the United Nations/ECOSOC since 2007[1]. ECLJ
thanks the Human Rights Council for the opportunity to submit this statement.

On 4 July 2014, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, leader of the so-called “Islamic State” (formerly known asSIS[2] or
ISIL[3]), delivered a sermon at the Grand Mosque in Mosul, Irag. He claimed the mantle of caliph and called on
fellow Muslims to obey him as they would Allah and Muhammad. Al-Baghdadi (Caliph Ibrahim) grew up in Samarra,
studied Islamic history, and gained a doctorate from Baghdad University[4]. After 2006, a-Baghdadi joined the
predecessor to SIS, the Ilamic State of Irag[5]. In 2010, al-Baghdadi became the leader of 1SI[6] and changed the
name of the organisation to 1SISin 2013. Under al-Baghdadi’ s leadership, I SIS has secured revenue streams through
oil salesfrom I SIS-controlled oil fields, ransom payments, and cash and precious metals looted from bankg[7]. 1SIS
cash and assets are worth approximately two billion dollarg[8].

I SIS has emerged as so ruthless that other well-known, radical 1slamist groups have distanced themselves from ISIS
and have publicly condemned ISIS' actiong[9]. SIS jihadists commit violence against fellow Muslimsin violation of
Sharia; they routinely commit war crimes and engage in torture in violation of international law; and they also issue
threats to Muslim, Christian, and Jewish communities. ISIS is especially dangerous because, not only are | SIS leaders
and fighters ruthless, but they also have sufficient material assets to support a standing military force and they possess
the will to use weapons of mass destruction.

Claiming to uphold Allah’slaw, I1SIS, in fact, routinely violates Sharia, which forbids a Muslim from killing another
Muslim unless certain conditions are met[10]. ISIS routinely kills Muslims and non-Muslims alike even when they
have not taken up arms against 1SI'S. Such killings constitute violations of Islamic law and morality as well as war
crimes.

SIS routinely torturesits enemiesin violation of international law. 1SI'S operates several detention facilities, which it
uses to punish those who break Sharia or oppose ISIS. Individuals suspected of violating Sharia or opposing SIS,
including young children, have been abducted and transported to prisons, where they have been flogged, tortured, and
executed[11]. Other targets for imprisonment include: members of the media, local councils, rival rebel groups,
international organisations, and foreign religious figureg12]. Former detainees describe various modes of torture
common in ISIS prisons: beating detainees with “ generator belts, thick pieces of cable, sticks or other
implements’[13]; forcing detainees to remain in “contorted stress position[s]”[14]; giving electric shockg[15]; solitary
confinement[16]; and flogging[17].

ISIS routinely targets civilians and soldiers rendered hors de combat and executes summary justice against civilians
and soldiers in the most brutal, inhumane ways possible. SIS penchant for violent, public executions began in March
2014 when | SIS accused a shepherd of murder and theft and executed him by shooting him in the head[18]. Ina
grotesgue, symbolic display of authority, 1SIS fighterstied the corpse to a cross and displayed it in the public
square[19]. Again, in May 2014, 1SIS publicly executed seven men in al-Ragqa, Syria, hanging two of the bodies on
crosses and leaving them there for over three dayg[20]. A witness to the killings claimed that the other five bodies
were not displayed because they were al children[21]. On 29 May 2014, 1SIS members executed at least 15 civilians
in northern Syria by shooting them in the head or chest[22]. Residents said that at least six children were among those
killed[23].

Since ISIS surgeinto Irag, the group has escalated its violent shows of force. On 15 June 2014, I SIS released video
footage of five unarmed Iragi soldiers being taunted and forced to praise ISIS, before being shot[24]. On that same
day, 1SIS used social mediato spread photographs and videos depicting massacres at seven different sitesin Irag[25].
ISIS claimed to have killed over 1,700 Iragi soldierg[26]. An ensuing analysis done by Human Rights Watch
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concluded that, in two mass graves near Tikrit, Irag, SIS |eft the bodies of between 160 and 190 men it had
executed[27].

On 13 June 2014, 1SIS posted a picture of a decapitated head on Twitter, along with the following text: “Thisis our
football, it's made of skin #WorldCup” [28]. By using the “WorldCup” hashtag, 1SIS managed to expose the
gruesome photograph to thousands of innocent Twitter users who were simply following the FIFA World[29].
Desecrating a body is forbidden by the law of armed conflict[30].

Throughout mid-June 2014, 1SIS carried out numerous executions in Irag. Witnesses have testified that 1SI'S has shot
dozens of soldiers and policemen, concluding their gruesome killings by decapitating their victims and placing rows
of decapitated heads along the road in Mosul[31]. One SIS militant tweeted a picture of his seven-year-old son
holding the decapitated head of a Syrian soldier accompanied by the quote “ That’s my boy!”[32].

Torture, intentionally targeting civilians, killing soldiersin custody and unable to defend themsel ves, desecrating
corpses, genocide, and the like are commonplace with 1SIS. They all constitute war crimes[33].

In Mosul, Christians faced death unless they converted or paid afine, called Jizya34], in accordance with Sharia[35].
In Mosul, ISIS militants tagged Christian houses with the letter “N” for Nassarah, a common term used for Christians
in the Quran[36], so that jihadist terrorists could attack them.

Nearly 50,000 Christians have been displaced from Qaragosh, including those who fled from neighboring Mosul[37].
Y azidis, Shias, and liberal Muslims have a so been displaced from the region[38]. SIS views these groups as “infidels
without human rights’[39].

Canon Andrew White, Vicar of the Anglican Church in Baghdad noted with horror that a Christian “child was cut in
half” by ISIS “monsters’[40].

In addition to Mosul and Qaragosh, three other villages were attacked, two of which are predominantly Christian[41].
Archbishop Dawod of the Syriac Orthodox church called ISIS' targeting of Christians a“ genocide [or] ethnic
cleansing”’[42]. He stated, “[t]hey have burned churches. . . . They are occupying our churches and converting them
into mosques’[43].

Tens of thousands of members of the Y azidi sect became stranded on Mount Sinjar when 1SIS militants surrounded
it[44]. 1SIS ordered the Y azidis to either convert or die[45]—a video released by 1SIS shows hundreds of Yazidi men
converting to Islam[46].

Moreover, 1SIS has even threatened to destroy the Kaaba in the Grand Mosgue in Mecca[47]. Thisis consistent with
ISIS' practice of destroying shrines, tombs, mosques, and other religious siteg[48]; 1SIS believes that giving
veneration to these things violates | slamic teachings[49].

On 25 June 2014, 1SIS threatened the United States and Israel by using social mediato post warnings and pictures of
executed victims.[50] In an audio recording posted online, al-Baghdadi implores Muslimsto fight for the newly
established Islamic State, even declaring they “will conquer Rome and own the world”[51]. On 19 August 2014, I1SIS
released the video showing the beheading of American journalist James Foley[52].

Additionally, an | SIS-affiliated terrorist organisation has threatened death to the Moroccan Minister of Justice and
Libertieg53]. In June 2014, L ebanon suffered a series of attacks by suicide bombers thought to be associated with
ISIS[54].

I SIS openly threatens everyone it sees as an opponent to its version of Islam. What makes | SIS especially dangerous
isits possession of both the means and will to use the means to carry out its threats.
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Coupled with its fanatical ideology is the fact that | SIS has huge amounts of money, military equipment, and materials
available to carry out itsthreats. SIS has captured significant amounts of high-tech U.S. military equipment
abandoned by the Iragi armed forceg[55]. These weapons make | SIS aformidable foe in the region.

SIS al'so possesses radiological material that could be used to make dirty bombg[56]. It is not beyond imagination that
ISIS could also obtain chemical weapons from Syria. Were SIS to obtain increasing numbers of weapons of mass
destruction, the global danger of this group would increase exponentially.

With such weapons and funding, 1SIS has been able to make strong advances across Syria and Irag. 1SIS forces have
even expanded fighting into Lebanon[57]. On 3 August 2014, I SIS captured Mosul Dam in Irag in a mere twenty-four
hourg[58].

ISIS recent actionsin Syria, Irag, and Lebanon demonstrate a tangible, widespread threat to individual human rights,
regional stability, and global peace, athreat that the world neglects at its peril. Western and moderate Muslim nations
must come to terms with the threat posed by ISIS’ actions.

[1]Consultative Status for the European Centre for Law and Justice, U.N. Dep't Econ. & Soc. Aff.,
http://esango.un.org/civilsociety/consultativeStatusSummary.do?profileCode=3010 (last visited 25 July 2014).

[2]1SIS stands for Ilamic State of Iraq and Syria. It can aso mean Ilamic State of Iraq and Greater Syriaor Ilamic
State of Iragq and Sham.

[3]ISIL stands for Idamic State of Irag and the Levant.
[4] Graeme Baker, The Fierce Ambition Of ISIL’s Baghdadi, Al Jazeera (15 June 2014),

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middl eeast/2014/06/fi erce-ambition-isil-baghdadi-2014612142242188464.html.

[5]1d.
[6]Profile: ISlamic State In Iragq And The Levant (1SIS), BBC News (16 June 2014),
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middl e-east-24179084.

[7]Terrence McCoy, I1SIS Just Stole $425 Million, Iragi Governor Says, And Became The ‘World's Richest Terrorist
Group’, Wash. Post (12 June 2014), http://www.washi ngtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2014/06/12/isis-just-
stole-425-million-and-became-the-worl ds-richest-terrorist-group/.

[8]Profile: IsSlamic State In Irag And The Levant (1S1S), supra note 6.

[9]Liz Sy, Al-Qaeda Disavows Any Ties With Radical Islamist Isis Group In Syria, Irag, Wash. Post (3 Feb. 2013),
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/al-qaeda-disavows-any-ties-with-radical -islamist-isis-group-in-
syria-iraq/2014/02/03/2c9af c3a-8cef-11e3-98ab-fe5228217bd1_story.html; Elisa Oddon, Jordanian Jihadist Leader

Condemns Isis Caliphate, Al Monitor (7 July 2014),

http://www.al-monitor.com/pul se/ru/original §/2014/07/jordan-maqdisi-jihad-irag-isis-caliphate-qaeda.html; Ellen
Knickmeyer, Al Qaeda ‘Disavows Syrian Terror Group For Being Too Terroristy, Wall St. J. (3 Feb. 2014),
http://online.ws .com/news/articles/SB10001424052702304851104579361041928884318; See also Basma Atassi,
Qaeda Chief Annuls Syrian-Iraqgi Jihad Merger, Al Jazeera (9 June 2013),

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middl eeast/2013/06/2013699425657882.html (follow trandated “ here” imbedded
link).
4



A/HRC/S-22/INGO/8

[10]Abdullah Y usuf Ali, The Meaning of the Holy Qur’an 4:93 (Amana Publ’ ns 10th ed. (1999) (reprint 2004))
[hereinafter Quran).

[11]Abuse ‘Rife In Secret Al-Qaeda Jails In Syria,” BBC News (19 Dec. 2013), http://www.bbc.com/news/'world-
middle-east-25440381.

[12]Amnesty Int'l, Rule of Fear: SIS Abuses In Detention In Northern Syria 6—7 (19 Dec. 2013), available at
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/M DE24/063/2013/en/32d380a3-cc47-4ch6-869f-
2628ca44ch99/mde240632013en.pdf.

[13]1d. at 7.
[14]1d.
[15]1d. at 9.
[16]ld. at 7.
[17]1d. at 10.

[18]Salma Abdelaziz, Death And Desecration In Syria: Jihadist Group ‘ Crucifies' Bodies To Send Message, CNN (2
May 2014), http://www.cnn.com/2014/05/01/world/meast/syria-bodies-crucifixions/.

[19]1d.
[20]1d.
[21]1d.

[22]Syria: 1SIS Summarily Killed Civilians, Human Rights Watch (14 June 2014), http://www.hrw.org/news/
2014/06/14/syria-isis-summarily-killed-civilians.

[23]1d.

[24]Adam Lusher, Iraq Crisis: The Footage That Shows Isis Militants Taunting And Killing Shia Soldiers, Indep. (16
June 2014), http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/irag-crisis-the-footage-that-shows-isis-militants-
taunting-and-killing-shia-forces-9541929.html.

[25]Rod Nordland & Alissa J. Rubin, Massacre Claim Shakes Irag, N.Y. Times (15 June 2014),
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/16/world/middl eesast/irag.html?_r=3; see also, Militants Post Grisly Images Of
Mass Killing In Irag, CBS News (15 June 2014), http://www.cbsnews.com/news/irag-conflict-isis-militants-post-
grisly-images-of-mass-killing/.

[26]1d.

[27]Connor Simpson, Rights Group Confirms I SIS Mass Grave Images, The Wire (27 June 2014),
http://www.thewire.com/global /2014/06/rights-group-confirms-isis-mass-grave-images/373598/.

[28]Simon Tomlinson & Amy White, “This Is Our Football, It's Made Of Skin #World Cup”: After Posting Sickening
Beheading Video Of Iragi Policeman, IsisBoast Of Slaughtering 1,700 Soldiers, Daily Mail (13 June 2014),
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2656905/1 SI S-ji hadi sts-sei ze-two-towns-bear-Baghdad-U-S-tanks-
helicopters-stolen-fleei ng-western-trai ned-1ragi-forces.html; see aso, Chris Hughes et a., Police Chief Beheaded By
Jihadist Rebels Who Tweeted: “This s Our Ball. It Is Made Of Skin. #WorldCup.” Mirror (14 June 2014),
http://mww.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/police-chief-beheaded-jihadist-rebel s-3690513.



A/HRC/S-22/INGO/8

[29]1d.

[30]Convention (1V) Relative to the Protection of Civilian Personsin Time of War art. 16, Aug. 12, 1949, 6 U.S.T.
3316, 75 U.N.T.S. 135 [hereinafter Geneva Convention].

[31]Sam Greenhill et ., Isis Butchers Leave * Roads Lined With Decapitated Police And Soldiers': Battle For
Baghdad Looms As Thousands Answer Iragi Government’s Call To Arms And Jihadists Bear Down On Capital,
Daily Mail (12 June 2014), http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2655977/1 SI S-militants-march-Baghdad-
trademark-bull et-head-gets-way-control-north.html.

[32]Photo Of Boy Holding Decapitated Syrian Soldier’sHead ‘Barbaric’ - AustraliaPM, RT (11 Aug. 2014),
http://rt.com/news/179480-australia-decapitation-syria-abbott/.

[33]Geneva Convention, supra note 30, arts. 16, 32, 47.

[34]Fight those who believe not In Allah nor the Last Day, Nor hold that forbidden Which hath been forbidden By
Allah and His Messenger, Nor acknowledge the Religion Of Truth, from among The People of the Book, Until they
pay the Jizyah With Willing Submission, And feel themselves subdued. Quran, supra note 10 at 9:29.

[35]Mariano Castillo, 1SIS Overtakes Iraq’s Largest Christian City, CNN (Aug. 8, 2014, 10:51 PM),
http://www.cnn.com/2014/08/07/world/meast/irag-isis-christian-city/.
[36]Iraqi Christians Flee After Isis Issue Mosul Ultimatum, BBC News (July 18, 2014, 18:56),

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middl e-east-28381455; see also Quran, supranote 10 at 5:14, 61:14. The Quran
refersto Christians as Nassarah, which is understood to mean people from Nazareth.

[37]Tens Of Thousands of Christians Flee |SIS Attack On Ninevah Town Of Qaragosh (Hamdaniya), Y AHOO! News
(26 June 2014), http://news.yahoo.com/tens-thousands-christians-fl ee-isi s-attack-ni neveh-town-212600821.html.

[38]1d; see also Sophia Jones, In Face of 1SIS Advance, Many Iragi Christians Insist On Staying Put, Huffington Post
(25 June 2014), http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/06/25/iragi-christians-isis n_5527266.html.

[39]Tens Of Thousands of Christians Flee, supra note 37.

[40]Coca, Horror — Anglican Vicar of Baghdad: ‘ Child | Baptized Cut In Half By ISIS', Eagle Rising (11 Aug. 2014),
http://eagl erising.com/7886/horror-angli can-vicar-baghdad-child-bapti zed-cut-hal f-isis/.

[41]Castillo, supra note 35.

[42] Sam Jones & Owen Bowcott, Religious Leaders Say |sis Persecution Of Iragi Christians Has Become Genocide,
The Guardian (Aug. 8, 2014), http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/08/isi s-persecution-iragi-christians-
genocide-asylum.

[43]1d.

[44]Martin Chulov, 40,000 Iragis Stranded On Mountain As Isis Jihadists Threaten Death, The Guardian (Aug. 6,
2014), http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/07/40000-iragis-stranded-mountai n-isis-death-threat.

[45]1d.



A/HRC/S-22/INGO/8

[46]1dlamic State Video Shows Y azidi Men Converting to Islam, N.Y. Post (22 Aug. 2014),
http://nypost.com/2014/08/22/i sl ami c-state-video-shows-yazidi-men-converting-to-islam/.

[47]Y asmine Hafiz, Reported 1SIS Member Says They Will Destroy The Kaaba In Mecca, ‘Kill Those Who Worship
Stones’, Huffington Post (1 July 2014), http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/07/01/isis-destroy-kaaba-
mecca_n_5547635.html.

[48] Sophie Jane Evans, Shocking Moment Isis Militants Take Sledgehammers To Mosul Tomb Of Prophet Jonah As
More Than 50 Blindfolded Bodies Are Found Massacred South Of Baghdad, Daily Mail (9 July 2014),
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2685923/ Shocking-moment-1 SI S-militants-s edgehammers-M osul -tomb-
Prophet-Jonah-50-blindfol ded-bodies-massacred-south-Baghdad.html.

[49]1d.

[50]Johnlee Varghese, Isis Issues Threat To US With Decapitated Head, Says Calamity Will Befall The Country, Int’|
Bus. Times (26 June 2014), http://www.ibtimes.co.in/isi s-issues-threat-us-decapitated- head-says-cal amity-will -befall -
country-603119.

[51]Christopher Livesay, Rome Is Not Intimidated By Isis Threats To Conquer It For The Caliphate, VICE News (11
July 2014), https://news.vice.com/article/rome-is-not-intimidated-by-isis-threats-to-conquer-it-for-the-caliphate.

[52]Chelsea J. Carter, Video Shows | SIS Beheading U.S. Journalist James Foley, CNN (20 Aug. 2014),
http://www.cnn.com/2014/08/19/world/meast/isis-james-foley/index.html.

[53]Larbi Arbaoui, | SIS-linked Jihadist Group Makes Death Threats Against Moroccan Minister of Justice, Morocco
World News (Aug. 10, 2014, 10:15), http://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2014/08/136356/isis-linked-ji hadi st-group-
makes-death-threats-agai nst-moroccan-minister-of -justice/.

[54]Carine Torbey & Suzanne Kianpour, Is Lebanon Next on SIS Hit List?, BBC News (Jul. 15, 2014, 6:07 ET),
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-28292345.

[55]Jeremy Bender, 1SIS Militants Captured 52 American-Made Artillery Weapons That Cost $50,000 Each, Business
Insider (15 July 2014), http://www.busi nessi nsi der.com/isis-has-52-ameri can-weapons-that-can-hit-baghdad-2014-7;
see also Douglas Erngt, ISIL Captured 52 U.S.-Made Howitzers; Artillery Weapons Cost 500K Each, Washington
Times (15 July 2014), http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/jul/15/isil-captured-52-us-made-howitzers-
artillery-weapol/.

[56]Perry Chiaramonte, Stolen Uranium Compounds Not Only Dirty Bomb Ingredients Within ISIS' Grasp, Say
Experts, Fox News (15 July 2014), http://www.foxnews.com/world/2014/07/15/stol en-uranium-compounds-not-only-
dirty-bomb-ingredients-within-isis-grasp/.

[57]Hwaida Saad & Rick Gladstone, Border Fighting Intensifies Between SIS and Lebanon, NY Times (Aug. 4,
2014), http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/05/world/middleeast/isi s-lebanon-syria.html.

[58]lrag Conflict: SIS Fighters Seize Mosul Dam, Qilfield and 3 Towns, CBC News (Aug. 3, 2014),

http://www.cbc.ca/news/worl d/irag-conflict-isis-fighters-sei ze-mosul -dam-oil fiel d-and- 3-towns-1.2726684.




