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Human Rights Crisis in Lebanon∗ 
 
Your silence acts as consent to the crimes committed against the Lebanese people. 
 

We, the undersigned, are addressing the Human Rights Council whose mandate states:   

“promoting universal respect for the protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for 
all, without distinction of any kind and in a fair and equal manner…. address situations of 
violations of human rights, including gross and systematic violations, and make recommendations 
thereon. “ 
Although we are convinced that the United Nations as the people’s international organization is 
supposed to fulfill the above mentioned mandate, we believe that so far the United Nations and your 
prominent Council have failed to uphold all international law, Geneva conventions and UN 
principles. 
 
Following are the latest facts of the Lebanese massacre filed, and military onslaught against 
civilians in Lebanon by Israel which have grave humanitarian and criminal law implications, 
according to the latest report issued by the Lebanese Government:  
 

• 1,032 civilians dead; 30% are children less than 13 years old  
• 3,580 civilians injured most of them are women and children 
• 915,762 displaced out of 3,500,000 of population 
• 71 bridges destroyed 
• 5 Power plants, 22 gas stations, 3 airports, 3 ports, are among the mass of destruction of 

civilian infrastructure 
• The annihilation of entire villages in the South, Bekaa and southern Beirut  
• The siege of the whole country by air, sea, and land 

 
Human Rights Watch mentioned in its last report issued in August 2006 the following attacks on 
“fleeing civilians”: Marwahin where 21 people were killed, of which 14 are children; Qana where 
60 killed, 37 are children and 19 of these were handicapped; Chiyeh: 52 killed, and many 
others…The massacre of civilians is ongoing.    However, The main conclusions of the HRW are (i) 
that Israeli forces have systematically failed to distinguish between combatants and civilians in their 
military campaign against Hezbollah in Lebanon and (ii) the pattern of attacks in more than 20 
cases investigated by Human Rights Watch researchers in Lebanon indicates that the failures cannot 
be dismissed as mere accidents and cannot be blamed on wrongful Hezbollah practices. The report 
goes on to conclude that some of these attacks constitute war crimes. 
 
Israel is using illegal bombs: vacuum, cluster, and phosphorus bombs. Proof has been collected for 
cluster bombs while documentation of the other bombs is taking place, including the retrieval of 
samples which are being sent to laboratories.  
 
We hold you accountable for the silence and unwillingness to take a clear stand according to your 
principles and conventions, which proves a complete compliance with the aggressor. As civil 
society organizations, independent entities in Lebanon, we ask you to demand the immediate 
ceasefire; send an official commission to investigate the human rights violations and humanitarian 
                                                 
∗ Nahwa al-Muwatiniya, Solida, Frontiers – Ruwad Association also share the view expressed in this 
statement. 
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law committed during this war, and to take an immediate action in condemning and accusing Israel 
as for violation of international law, for ‘War Crimes’ and ‘Crimes Against Humanity’.  
 
We believe that your council is a major instrument in bringing peace to humanity, don’t let our 
hopes fail. 

- - - - - 


