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23/17.
National institutionsfor the promotion and protection of human rights

The Human Rights Council,,

Recalling Human Rights Council resolution 20/14 of 5 July 204nd relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly and the Coniarissen Human Rights concerning
national institutions for the promotion and proiectof human rights, and taking note of
Council resolution 22/6 of 21 March 2013,

Reaffirming the importance of establishing and strengtheningependent,
pluralistic national institutions for the promotiomnd protection of human rights in
accordance with the principles relating to the ustabf national institutions for the
promotion and protection of human rights (the P&riaciples)’

Reaffirming also the important role that such national institutiqguiay and will
continue to play in promoting and protecting humights and fundamental freedoms, in
strengthening participation and the rule of lawg am developing and enhancing public
awareness of those rights and fundamental freedoms,

Reaffirming further, on the twentieth anniversary of its adoption, the Vien
Declaration and Programme of Action adopted bywtald Conference on Human Rights
on 25 June 1993, which reaffirmed the important andstructive role played by national
human rights institutions, in particular in theidvésory capacity to the competent
authorities and their role in preventing and renmeglyhuman rights violations in
disseminating information on human rights and incadion in human rights,

Acknowledging the important role that national institutions galay in promoting
and protecting the rights of women and girls,

The resolutions and decisions adopted by the HuRigints Council will be contained in the report of
the Council on its twenty-third session (A/HRC/23(Hap. I.
! General Assembly resolution 48/134, annex.
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Recognizing the important role of the Office of the United Nets High
Commissioner for Human Rights in assisting the tgraent of independent and effective
national human rights institutions, in accordandt whe Paris Principles, and recognizing
also in this regard the potential for strengtheaed complementary cooperation among the
Office of the High Commissioner, the Internatio@ordinating Committee of National
Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of mkn Rights, regional coordinating
committees of national institutions and those metianstitutions in the promotion and
protection of human rights,

Noting with interest the twenty-sixth annual meeting of the Internationa
Coordinating Committee, held from 6 to 8 May 2013,

Welcoming the strengthening in all regions of regional andssfregional
cooperation among national human rights institigjeand between national human rights
institutions and other regional human rights forums

1. Welcomes the most recent reports of the Secretary-Genetahited to the
Human Rights Council on national institutions fbe tpromotion and protection of human
right$ and on the activities of the International Cooadiing Committee of National
Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of hin Rights in accrediting national
institutions in compliance with the Paris Princigle

2. Takes note with appreciation of the most recent report of the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defentiethe Human Rights Coundil;

3. Recognizes the role of independent national institutions fo& promotion and
protection of human rights in working together witheir Governments to ensure full
respect for human rights at the national levelluding by contributing to follow-up
actions, as appropriate, to the recommendationdtireg from the international human
rights mechanisms;

4. Welcomes the increasingly important role of national indiitns for the
promotion and protection of human rights in supipgrtcooperation between their
Governments and the United Nations in the promadiach protection of human rights;

5. Encourages Member States to establish effective, independedtpduralistic
national institutions or, where they already existstrengthen them for the promotion and
protection of all human rights and fundamental dazas for all, as outlined in the Vienna
Declaration and Programme of Action, and to donsacicordance with the Paris Principles;

6. Recognizes that, in accordance with the Vienna Declaration Bnoigramme
of Action, it is the right of each State to chodise framework for national institutions that
is best suited to its particular needs at the natitevel in order to promote human rights in
accordance with international human rights starglard

7. Welcomes the growing number of Member States establishingonisidering
the establishment of national institutions for gremotion and protection of human rights
in accordance with the Paris Principles, and wekonm particular the high number of
States that have accepted recommendations to ishtalaltional human rights institutions
through the universal periodic review and, wherewvant, by treaty bodies and special
procedures;
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8. Also welcomes the continuing number of national institutions seeking
accreditation status through the International @o@ating Committee, and encourages
national institutions, including ombudsman instins, to seek accreditation status;

9. Further welcomes the important role of the International Coordingtin
Committee, in close cooperation with the Officetld United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights, in assessing conformity with tRaris Principles and in assisting
Governments and national institutions, when regukgb strengthen national human rights
institutions in accordance with the Paris Prinaple

10. Encourages the Secretary-General to continue to give high rjyioto
requests from Member States for assistance in $h&bkshment and strengthening of
national human rights institutions in accordancthwhe Paris Principles;

11. Encourages national institutions for the promotion and prokectof human
rights established by Member States to continupldg an active role in preventing and
combating all violations of human rights as enurmatain the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action and relevant internationalrunstents;

12. Recognizes the important role played by national institutiofisr the
promotion and protection of human rights in the HmnRights Council, including its
universal periodic review mechanism, in both prapan and follow-up, and the special
procedures, as well as in the human rights treatyids, in accordance with General
Assembly resolutions 60/251 of 15 March 2006 ant2®b of 17 June 2011, Council
resolutions 5/1 and 5/2 of 18 June 2007 and detid@119 of 22 March 2012, and
Commission on Human Rights resolution 2005/74 of Afril 2005, and encourages
national human rights institutions to continue ftartigipate in and contribute to these
mechanisms, including by continuing to engage with treaty bodies by, inter alia,
providing parallel reports and other information;

13.  Welcomes the increased engagement between the special dunase and
national human rights institutions, including dgricountry and follow-up visits and on
thematic reports, and encourages the deepeningcbfengagement, including through the
participation of national human rights institutiof@lowing the presentation of country
mission reports to the Human Rights Council;

14.  Also welcomes the contribution of national human rights instituis to the
ongoing treaty body strengthening process, and wages national human rights
institutions to continue to contribute to the prese

15.  Further welcomes the efforts of the Secretary-General to encouragmmal
human rights institutions to continue to interacithwand advocate for independent
participation in all relevant United Nations mecisams, in accordance with their respective
mandates;

16. Welcomes the endorsement by the General Assembly of thagitiening of
opportunities for national human rights institusocompliant with the Paris Principles to
contribute to the work of the Human Rights Countilts resolutions 65/281 and 66/169,
and recommends that the Assembly explore the feasibdit enabling national human
rights institutions compliant with the Paris Prisleis to participate in the Assembly based
on practices and arrangements agreed upon in A$geadnlution 60/251, Human Rights
Council resolutions 5/1 and 5/2, and 16/21 of 25d&2011, and Commission on Human
Rights resolution 2005/74, while ensuring their teféective contribution;

17. Sressesthe importance of financial and administrative ipeledence and the
stability of national human rights institutions fbwe promotion and protection of the human
rights, and notes with satisfaction the effortsttudse Member States that have provided
their national institutions with more autonomy andependence, including by giving them
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an investigative role or enhancing such a role, andourages other Governments to
consider taking similar steps;

18. Commends the work of the Office of the High Commissioner lwitational
institutions, including through technical coopevati and encourages the High
Commissioner, in view of the expanded activitidatieg to national institutions, to ensure
that appropriate arrangements are made and buggetources provided to continue and
further extend activities in support of nationalntan rights institutions, including
supporting the work of the International Coordingti Committee and its regional
coordinating committees, and invites Governmentsotatribute additional voluntary funds
to that end;

19. Welcomes the efforts made by the High Commissioner to stitegry United
Nations system-wide coordination on national humghts institutions, and encouragaé
United Nations human rights mechanisms, as weilsaagencies, funds and programmes,
to work within their respective mandates with nagibhuman rights institutions;

20. Also welcomes the strengthening of international cooperation agnoational
institutions, including through the Internationabd@dinating Committeeand encourages
the Secretary-General to continue to provide thsisence necessary for holding
international, regional and cross-regional meetegs conferences of national institutions,
including meetings of the International Coordingti@ommittee, in cooperation with the
Office of the High Commissioner;

21. Sresses the role that national institutions can play inatheg a coherent
institutional architecture for women’s human rightsd gender equality, as stipulated in the
recommendations of the Working Group on the isdudistrimination against women in
law and in practice in its repott;

22. Takesnotewith interest of the Amman Declaration and Programme of Action
resulting from the eleventh International Confern€ National Human Rights Institutions
from 5 to 7 November 2012, particularly the comnatrnh of national human rights
institutions therein to give priority to women’ghis;

23. Commends the decision of the International Coordinating Cattes to
dedicate a session at future annual general meetinghe role of national human rights
institutions in promoting and protecting the righfsvomen and girls;

24, Sresses the important contribution of national human righistitutions to
the elimination of discrimination and violence agdiwomen and girlsas stipulated in the
agreed conclusions of the Commission on the StftWéomen at its fifty-seventh sessibn,
as well as the need to endow those institutiond it necessary human and sufficient
financial resources to enable them to functionatiffely;

25.  Welcomes the strengthening in all regions of regional caafien among
national human rights institutions, and notes veifipreciation the continuing work of the
Network of African National Human Rights Instituti®, the Network of National
Institutions for the Promotion and Protection ofrkan Rights in the Americas, the Asia-
Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Instituticensd the European Group of National
Human Rights Institutions;

26. Encourages all States and national human rights institutiomsdntinue to
take appropriate steps to promote cooperationexichange of information, the sharing of
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experience and the dissemination of best practamserning the establishment and
effective operation of national institutions;

27. Invites national institutions to include in their coopématthe exchange of
best practices on strengthening their liaison rbketween civil society and their
Governments;

28. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Human Ri@aisncil at its
twenty-seventh session on the implementation optksent resolution;

29. Alsorequeststhe Secretary-General to report to the Human Ri@ltsncil at
its twenty-seventh session on the activities ofltliernational Coordinating Committee in
accrediting national institutions in compliancewthe Paris Principles.

38th meeting
13 June 2013

[Adopted without a vote.]




