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du Conseil des droits de l’homme 

 J’ai l’honneur de vous envoyer la communication suivante concernant la conduite 
des délibérations au cours du débat de haut niveau de la septième session du Conseil des droits 
de l’homme. 

 Le 4 mars, au cours du débat de haut niveau, la délégation de la République d’Albanie a 
reçu le droit de réponse concernant la déclaration faite la veille par S. E. M. Vuk Jeremić, 
Ministre des affaires étrangères de la République de Serbie. La première question de procédure 
qui suscite une préoccupation est le point de savoir pourquoi le représentant de la République 
d’Albanie a pu prendre la parole, étant donné que la déclaration de M. Jeremić ne faisait aucune 
allusion à l’Albanie. La réponse du représentant de l’Albanie, qui était entièrement consacrée à 
la Province méridionale serbe du Kosovo et Metohija, contenait des allégations fallacieuses, 
partiales et totalement dénuées de fondement concernant la situation de la population albanaise 
dans la Province du Kosovo. En vue de répondre à la déclaration du représentant de l’Albanie, la 
délégation de la République de Serbie avait demandé le droit de réponse le lendemain, le 5 mars, 
au cours du même débat de haut niveau. Ce droit lui a été refusé, alors que la République de 
Serbie était directement visée dans la réponse de la délégation albanaise. 
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 Vu ce qui précède, je sollicite du Bureau du Conseil une explication concernant la conduite 
des délibérations au cours du débat de haut niveau. En outre, étant donné que l’exercice du droit 
de réponse a été refusé à la délégation de la République de Serbie, je vous serais reconnaissant 
de bien vouloir publier l’information* jointe à la présente lettre en tant que document de 
la septième session et de la distribuer à tous les membres et observateurs du Conseil. 

Le Représentant permanent 
(Signé) Slobodan Vukčević 

 

                                                 
* L’annexe est reproduite telle qu’elle a été reçue, dans la langue originale seulement. 
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Annexe 

 

THE POSITION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA ON THE 
RIGHT OF REPLY EXERCISED BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE REPUBLIC 

OF ALBANIA DURING THE HIGH-LEVEL SEGMENT OF THE SEVENTH 
REGULAR SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

 

The Government of the Republic of Serbia is surprised by the fact that the representative 
of the Republic of Albania used the right of reply to the address of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Serbia Vuk Jeremic during the High Level Segment, because he made no reference 
whatsoever to the Republic of Albania in his address.  

The representative of the Republic of Albania has obviously abused his right of reply, 
with the sole purpose of reiterating the position of his country with respect to the attempt at 
illegal secession of Kosovo and Metohija. The position of the Republic of Serbia concerning 
the illegal unilateral declaration of independence of Kosovo and Metohija by the Provisional 
Institutions of Self-Government in the Province and possible recognition of this illegal act by 
other states are well known and it is not necessary to repeat them on this occasion. 

The reply of the representative of the Republic of Albania was mostly devoted to the 
crimes committed against the Albanian population in Kosovo and Metohija. It is an 
opportunity to recall the principled position of the democratic government of the Republic of 
Serbia that all peoples in the territory of the former Yugoslavia have, above all, a moral and 
civilizational obligation to face their recent past. On their part, the democratic authorities of 
Serbia have condemned all crimes committed against members of other nations and ethnic 
groups during the regime of Slobodan Milosevic and have undertaken all measures that those 
responsible be brought to justice and punished.  

Although the Kosovo Liberation Army, condemned for its terrorist acts by a number of 
UN Security Council resolutions, had also committed a series of crimes against the Serb 
population and the representatives of Serbian authorities in Kosovo and Metohija, none of 
these crimes have been condemned thus far by the Provisional Institutions of Self-
Government nor have any measures been taken against the perpetrators. This is the 
difference between the democratic authorities in Serbia and the “democrats” in Pristina. 

The representative of the Republic of Albania also made insinuations about the alleged 
dangers to individuals in the Republic of Serbia because of their ethnic or religious affiliation 
or political belief. These allegations are absolutely false. The Republic of Serbia guarantees 
all the internationally recognized human rights and freedoms to all its citizens, without any 
discrimination. At the same time, my country is actively engaged in the promotion of human 
rights issues at all domestic and international fora. The only real human rights problems exist 
in the Province of Kosovo and Metohija, to which Minister of Foreign Affairs of Serbia, Vuk 
Jeremic, referred at the session for High Level Segment.  
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As the Albanian representative stated himself, the time of conflicts and hatred in the Balkans is 
behind us. The Republic of Serbia remains fully committed to regional stability and the 
realization of the region’s common European future. Unfortunately, some acts of the Republic of 
Albania, such as the contents of the right of reply of its representative in the Human Right 
Council, do not contribute to the strengthening of good-neighbourly relations, cooperation and 
trust in the region, which has no European perspective without it. 

---- 


