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CUTYALIMH B OBJIACTH ITPAB YEJIOBEKA, TPEBYIOIIIME BHUMAHUA
CO CTOPOHBI COBETA

Bepoanbnas Hora IlocTosinHOro npeacraBurTeabcTBa Jpuonun npu OTae/ieHNA
Opranm3zanun O6bennnennbix Hamnuii B Kenese ot 13 mapra 2008 rona B aapec
cekperapuara CoBeTa no npaBaM 4ej10BeKa

[TocTostHHOE TIpeacTaBuTeLCTBO DenepaTuBHON JleMokpaTuieckoit PecrryOmuku
Oduonuu npu Otnenenun Opranuzanun O0beauHeHHBIX Haruii B JKeneBe u npyrux
MeXIYyHapOAHbIX opranu3anusax B [lIBeiiiiapun cBUIETENHCTBYET CBOE YBAKEHUE CEKpETApHATy
CoBeTa 110 IpaBaM 4eoBeKa M HMEeT JeCTh HACTOSIIIM IPEMPOBOIUTE COOOIIEHNE
Kacarolleecs: BBICTYIUIEHHUS TOCYITapCTBEHHOTO CEKpeTaps 0 MHOCTpaHHBIM Aenam [IBennn
r-Ha ®panka bendpare 5 mapra 2008 roga B Xo/1€ cermMeHTa BHICOKOTO YPOBHS CEIbMOM CECCUU
Cogera, U MMPOCUT PACIIPOCTPAHUTD ITOT AOKYMEHT cpeau uwieHoB CoBerta.

*

BOCHpOI/I3BOIII/ITC$I B ITOJIYUYCHHOM BUAC TOJIBKO Ha TOM A3bIKC, HA KOTOPOM OHO OBLIO
npeaCTaBJICHO.
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Annex

The Ethiopian government takes strong exception tot eh statement by H.E. Mr. Frank Belfrage, the
State Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Sweden, delivered on 5 March 2008, during the High-Level
Segment of the 7th Ordinary Session of the Human Rights Council. Alleging that thereisa‘grave
and escal ating human rights situation in the Ogaden region of Ethiopia . The Government finds the
statement by the State Secretary unsubstantiated and sweeping devoid of any specificity. Thisis
indeed regrettable coming from a person at such a high level in government.

The allegation which is couched with excessive generality has clearly failed to highlight any specific
incident warranting detailed rebuttal. However, its egregiously flawed characterisation of the
situation in the Somali national regional state, however, should not be left unchallenged.

The fact of the matter isthat the problem in the Somali National Regional State of Ethiopia stems
from the destructive activities of aterrorist organisation which callsitself the Ogaden National
Liberation Front (ONLF), which largely through the unconditional support it receives from
neighbouring Eritrea, haskilled innocent civilians, continues to disrupt the peace and is engaged in
wanton destruction of property. It has used civilians as human shield during its unsuccessful military
operations in the past. During 2005 and 2006, this terrorist organisation burnt houses and committed
numerous other heinous atrocities in areas such as Fekew, Haloye, Korahda, Bedeno, Hadewe, Bare
Kebele, Korinka, KodAde, Bargon and Gode in the Somali National Regional state. It will be
recalled that on 24 April 2007 the terrorist group committed its worst act of terrorism murdering 74
innocent civilians including 7 Chinese workers engaged in acivilian project in the region. The
terrorist group had the audacity to publicly claim responsibility for the dastardly act. The terrorist act
was widely condemned by states and human rights organisations. It is difficult to believe that the
State Secretary is unaware of this act by the terrorist group. It is untoward that the statement by the
State Secretary does conveniently ignore facts which are even accepted by the group which
committed the crimes. The reasons for the charges based on cherry picking and particularly against a
government which isdoing its level best to ensure law and order in the area and to bring perpetrators
of egregious crimesto justice, while ignoring what is very obvious and a matter of public knowledge
isinexplicable.

Asto the situation in the area today thanks largely to the effective law and order measures the federal
and the state governments have taken, the situation in the Somali National Regional State of Ethiopia
has shown significant improvement. Representatives of diplomatic corps, journalists and civic
society organisations have visited ailmost al the areas previously affected by ONLF criminal
activities and have verified that the security condition has indeed improved. Working with its
development partners, the Government is also working to ensure the distribution of amenities such as
food to people who are displaced by the wanton activities of the ONLF.

It hardly requires emphasis that the Ethiopian Government remains seriously committed to the
promotion and protection of human rights in the country. Both the federal constitution and its unique
federal arrangement are clear manifestations of its unwavering commitment to the rights of peoples
to run their own affairs and decide on issues that affect them. These significant human rights
achievements cannot be clouded by fabrications continuously engineered by organisations which are
sponsored and run by foreign elements bent on disrupting peace and development in Ethiopia. It isto
be hoped that responsible foreign governments would not unwittingly give succour to terrorist
organisations such as the ONLF bent on violating the human rights of innocent people in the pursuit
of their destructive activities.



