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A/HRC/55/NGO/132

Requesting that the United Nations Takes Immediate
Action to Stop the Continuing Violence Being Perpetrated
against Civilians and Christians in Myanmar

1. Introduction

Previously, the European Centre for Law and Justice, The / Centre Europeen pour le droit,
les Justice et les droits de I'nomme has submitted at least nine reports to this Council detailing
the atrocities that continue to be carried out against Christians and innocent civilians in
Myanmar. In particular, civilians in predominately Christian states, such as Chin State and
Keyah State, have had their villages raided, pastors killed, and churches destroyed.(1)
Because of this, Myanmar has been listed as the 17th most dangerous country for Christians
to live in.(2)

2. Background

In February 2021, the military of Myanmar took control of the government.(3) Since then,
Christians and innocent civilians have been the target of relentless raids and airstrikes. On
Average, 130 civilians are killed every month as a result of artillery fire, airstrikes, and
gunfire.(4) In November 2023 alone, 196 civilians were killed as a result of airstrikes.(5) The
Free Burma Rangers, our on the ground source, have reported that in the past two months
alone more than 10,000 people have been displaced from their homes in western Karen
State.(6) As we will demonstrate below, Christians and other civilians in Myanmar continue
to live under the threat that they may be killed, or their villages and homes bombed or raided.

3. Violations

Hostilities in Myanmar have escalated since October 27, 2023, when three armed
organizations began attacking military posts along Myanmar’s northeastern border with
China.(7) Since then, violence has resulted in the deaths of more than 378 civilians and has
injured 505 more.(8) A further 660,000 people have become displaced adding to the nearly
two million that have been displaced since the coup began in 2021.(9)

In January 2024, the Myanmar army conducted airstrikes on a village in Northwest Myanmar
that killed seventeen civilians, nine of whom were children.(10) An additional twenty
civilians were wounded in the attack.(11) A local rescue worker reported that a jet flew over
and dropped three bombs on the village.(12) Most of the residents in the village are part of
the Chin ethnic minority and are predominately Christian.(13) In addition to the loss of lives,
approximately ten houses were destroyed.(14)

In December 2023, armed forces raided Pan Chi village resulting in the death of one civilian
and the destruction of thirty homes.(15) One villager described the horrific raid:

The junta troops entered the village with loud gunfire. They started burning a house that they
thought belonged to the village chief. One man, who has since died, returned to the village
to rescue his parents . . . . He planned to carry them on his back, as his parents were not able
to run during the raid. But he was shot in the chest before he reached his parents.(16)

In a separate attack that same month, an airstrike took the life of a seven-year-old girl in the
northern Sagaing region.(17) Later that month, a helicopter opened fire on civilians in
Paungbyin’s Tha Yau, killing a thirty-year-old civilian and injuring five others.(18)
According to a local village administrator:

A monastic school building, a market, the road, the soccer field and a highway station were
shot at . . . . It took only 25 minutes, but the helicopter turned around twice and continued
firing. People were not aware and were calm because there had been no fighting. People are
in shock. Women and children are very scared. People didn’t have time to dodge and were
shot as soon as they heard the sound of the helicopter.(19)
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On November 26, 2023, the Myanmar army bombed the pastoral center of Christ the King
Cathedral in Loikaw.(20) Even though no one was Killed in the bombing, the ceiling of the
pastoral center collapsed and the bishop along with eighty refugees taking shelter were forced
to flee.(21)

On November 21, 2023, the Myanmar army bombed a church belonging to Seventh Day
Adventists.(22) Just six days later, the Myanmar army took over another church in Kayaah
State, which displaced 50 civilians who were in the church taking shelter.(23)

On November 15, 2023, airstrikes conducted by the Myanmar army killed eleven civilians,
including eight children under the age of twelve.(24) According to Ngai Tam Maung, a
deputy minister of humanitarian affairs and disaster management in the National Unity
Government, two military jets dropped bombs over an isolated village, one of which was on
a building where children were studying.(25)

In October 2023, an airstrike was conducted by the Myanmar army in Kachin State, a
majority-Christian state.(26) The airstrike killed twenty-nine Christians and injured fifty-six
more who were at a camp for internally displaced persons (IDPs).(27)

In September 2023 alone, airstrikes and artillery bombardment carried out by the Myanmar
army resulted in forty-four civilians being killed and 142 injured.(28) For example, on
September 28, 2023, four family members were Killed when an artillery shell landed on their
house.(29)

Our on-the-ground sources reported that, on September 24, 2023, the Myanmar army placed
landmines around the village of Law Kyay Khu. The Karenni National Defence Force told
villagers not to return, and began working to clear the landmines. Tragically, one villager
returned to her home before the landmines were cleared and was killed by a landmine that
was placed at the doorway to her home.

Request

As we demonstrated above, military forces in Myanmar continue to indiscriminately attack
civilians and burn down homes and churches. These attacks have resulted in massive loss of
life and have created an even bigger humanitarian crisis as millions of civilians have been
forced to flee their villages and homes in order to escape the violence. We respectfully request
that this Council work to stop the senseless violence being perpetrated against Christians and
other innocent civilians in Myanmar and provide them with aid and protection.
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