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A/HRC/51/NGO/96

Requesting that the United Nations Condemn the Daily
Atrocities Committed Against Christians in Nigeria and Take
Immediate Action to End the Violence and Help the Victims

1. INTRODUCTION

In 2021, 4,650 Christians were reported to have been killed in Nigeria at the hands of radical
extremists.[1] This means that, in 2021, a Christian was killed in Nigeria on average every
two hours.[2] Now, just six months into 2022, the death toll is on pace to match, and possibly
even exceed, that 2021 total.[3] In response to an attack on Christians in Taraba state, a
member of Nigeria’s National Assembly stated that “[t]hese Killings and destruction have
become daily occurrences . . . . All these attacks have kept occurring without any strong,
coordinated and consistent intervention from the security agencies.”

The purpose of the United Nations, inter alia, is “[t]Jo maintain international peace and
security, and to that end: to take effective collective measures for the prevention and removal
of threats to the peace, and for the suppression of acts of aggression . . . .”’[4] Terrorist groups
like Boko Haram, ISWAP, and the Fulani herdsmen are making a mockery of this principle
and sticking their finger in the international community’s face by their continued violence.

2. BACKGROUND

Last year, more Christians were Killed in Nigeria than in any other country.[5] Christians in
Nigeria live their lives with the knowledge that at any moment they could be attacked and
killed by radical extremists. In fact, over the past two decades, nearly 60,000 Christians have
been killed in Nigeria.[6] Most of these attacks occur in the northern regions of Nigeria and
are carried out by Islamic extremist groups such as the Fulani herdsmen, ISWAP, and Boko
Haram.[7]

We have submitted to this Council numerous reports detailing the atrocities being carried out
against Christians for simply practicing their faith. The reports include children being
kidnapped from schools and gunmen entering churches and firing indiscriminately, Killing
men, women, and children. In order for Christians to have a future in Nigeria, immediate and
meaningful action must be taken to stop the senseless violence.

3. VIOLATIONS

On July 31, 2022, in Plateau state, a group of Fulani herdsmen killed seven Christians, four
of whom were children. Two additional people were injured, including a 4-month-old baby
whose hand was cut off. This attack came just 10 days after another group of suspected Fulani
herdsmen killed 5 Christians in Fusa village in Plateau state.

On July 15, 2022, two priests were abducted from the church rectory in the town of Lere
located in Kaduna state.[8] One of the priests was fortunate to escape his captors; however,
the other was “brutally killed” later that same day.[13]

In July 2022, Edo state police rescued a Catholic priest who had been kidnapped.[9] During
the rescue, police were able to kill 3 of the alleged kidnappers.[10] That same month, on July
5, 2022, police also rescued two more priests who had been abducted in Edo state.[11]

On July 5, 2022, gunmen invaded a pastor’s home at 2 a.m. in northeast Nigeria. The gunmen
proceeded to shoot and kill the pastor and his two sons along with wounding his wife. The
gunmen then kidnapped the pastor’s 13-year-old daughter and released her three days later
after they were paid a ransom.

On June 5, 2022, gunmen stormed a Catholic church during a Sunday Mass and opened fire,
killing at least 50 people including women and children.[12] According to a police
spokesperson, “[t]he gunmen shot at people outside and inside the church building, killing
and [injuring] worshippers.”’[13]
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That same month, gunmen attacked a Catholic and a Baptist church in Kaduna state.[14] The
attack came on a Sunday morning while both churches were conducting services. Between
the two attacks, the gunmen killed eight people and kidnapped 38 others.[15]

On May 25, 2022, two Catholic priests along with two church members were abducted
around 1:00 am in Katsina state.[16] It is unknown if the attackers belonged to any particular
terrorist organization.[17] The current whereabouts of the kidnapped Christians are
unknown.[18]

On May 12, 2022, a 19-year-old Christian girl was killed by her Muslim classmates after she
was accused of blaspheming against Islam.[19] According to an eyewitness, the girl “was
beaten mercilessly, stoned and burnt to death by some aggressive Muslims course
mates.”[20] Even more troubling was the fact that security personnel “wanted to intervene
but they were chased by the angry mob.”[21] This senseless act of violence stemmed from a
post she made in an online chatroom where she gave Jesus credit for helping her pass her
exams.[22]

In May 2022, members of ISIS slaughtered 20 Christians.[23] A video showing the massacre
with armed militants standing behind their kneeling victims was released by 1SI1S.[24] The
group claimed that it was an act of revenge for the deaths of 1SIS members in the Middle
East.[25]

On May 5, 2022, a group of Fulani herdsmen armed with Ak-47s opened fire on a group of
Christians in Kwall District.[26] Eight Christians were killed in this attack, with two of the
victims appearing to be younger than 5 years old.[27]

We would also like to once again remind the Council that LeahSharibu remains imprisoned
by Boko Haram simply for the fact that she is a Christian and refuses to renounce her faith.
Leah was kidnapped from her school when she was only 14 and, on May 14, 2022, Leah
turned 19.[28] Leah has now spent her last five birthdays suffering at the hands of Boko
Haram. As a captive, Leah has experienced immense suffering and unfathomable horror
including being raped, impregnated, and giving birth to her captor’s children twice.[29]

4. REQUEST

Christians in Nigeria continue to suffer daily because of a lack of meaningful intervention by
both the government of Nigeria and the international community. This lack of action will
only lead to more death and destruction. In 2021, a Christian in Nigeria was Killed on average
every two hours.[30] This year is no different. The people who are suffering on a daily basis
need help and they need help now. The international community cannot afford to waste
another day.

We also respectfully ask this Council to work with the government of Nigeria for the
immediate and safe release of Leah Sharibu and to ensure that those responsible are fully
prosecuted. Additionally, in order to ensure that Christians have a future in Nigeria, more
humanitarian aid and assistance be allocated to the victims who have been forced from their
homes as a result of all the violence.

1. Lindy Lowry, 10 Nigerian Martyrs That Show us the Power of Faith, OPEN DOORS (Jul. 21,
2022), https://lwww.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/stories/10-nigerian-martyrs-that-show-us-
the-power-of-faith/?&utm_source=marketingcloud&utm_medium=email.

2. 1d.

3. 1d.

4. U.N. Charter art. 1, 7 1.

5. Tim Dustin, Where Every 2 Hours, a Christian is Killed for Their Faith, OPEN DOORS (Mar. 3,
2022), https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/stories/every-two-hours-a-christian-in-
nigeria-is-killed-for-their-faith/.



A/HRC/51/NGO/96

6. Jonah McKeown, Expert Says Nigerian Christians No Longer View the U.S. as a “Credible
Partner”, CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY (Jun. 13, 2022),
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/251534/nigeria-christian-persecution-us-government.

7. 1d.

8. Jonah McKeown, Kidnapped Priest Killed in Nigeria, Another Escapes, CATHOLIC NEWS
AGENCY (Jul. 19, 2022), https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/251827/kidnapped-priest-
killed-in-nigeria-another-escapes.

9. ld.

10. Edo: Police Rescue Italian Catholic Priest, Kill Three Suspected Kidnappers, VANGUARD (Jul.
4, 2022), https://www.vanguardngr.com/2022/07/edo-police-rescue-italian-catholic-priest-kill-three-
suspected-kidnappers/.

11. 1d.

12. Mike Osarogiaghon, Kidnappers Release 2 Catholic Priests in Edo, THE NIGERIAN
OBSERVER (Jul. 7, 2022), https://nigerianobservernews.com/2022/07/kidnappers-release-2-catholic-
priests-in-edo/.

13. Fikayo Owoeye, At Least 50 Killed in Massacre at Catholic Church in Southwest Nigeria,
REUTERS (Jun. 6, 2022), https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/gunmen-Kkill-worshippers-during-
church-service-nigeria-media-2022-06-05/.

14.1d.

15. Gunmen Kill Eight, Kidnap 38 in Nigeria Church Attacks — Church Officials, U.S. NEWS (JUN.
20, 2022), https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2022-06-20/gunmen-Kkill-eight-kidnap-38-in-
church-attacks-in-nigeria-christian-association-official.

16. 1d.

17. Two Catholic Priests Abducted in Northern Nigeria, INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN
CONCERN (May. 31, 2022), https://www.persecution.org/2022/05/31/two-catholic-priests-abducted-
northern-nigeria/.

18. 1d.

19. 1d.

20. Fr. Justine John Dyikuk, Nigerian Christian Killed by Muslims for “Blasphemy” Sparks Outrage,
CRISIS MAGAZINE (May 18, 2022), https://www.crisismagazine.com/2022/nigerian-christian-
killed-by-muslims-for-blasphemy-sparks-outrage.

21. 1d.

22.1d.

23. Lowry, supra note 1.

24. Jack Newman, Knife-Wielding ISIS Fanatics Execute 20 Christians in Nigeria “to Avenge the
Killing of the Group’s Leaders in the Middle East”, DAILY MAIL (May 11, 2022),
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10805093/Knife-wielding-1SIS-fanatics-execute-20-
Christians-Nigeria-avenge-killings-Middle-East.html.

25. 1d.

26. Id.

27. Fulani Militants Kill Eight Christians in Nigeria, INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN CONCERN
(May 5, 2022), https://www.persecution.org/2022/05/06/fulani-militants-kill-eight-christians-nigeria/.
28. 1d.

29. Sam Eyobaka, Leah Sharibu @ 19: Group Renews Call for Her Release, VANGUARD (May 8,
2022), https://www.vanguardngr.com/2022/05/leah-sharibu-19-group-renews-call-for-her-release/.
30. Leah Sharibu Gives Birth to Her Second Child While in Captivity, INTERNATIONAL
CHRISTIAN CONCERN (Mar. 3, 2021), https://www.persecution.org/2021/03/24/leah-sharibu-
gives-birth-second-child-captivity/.

31. Lowry, supra note 1.



	Written statement* submitted by European Centre for Law and Justice, The / Centre Europeen pour le droit, les Justice et les droits de l'homme, a non-governmental organization in special consultative status
	Requesting that the United Nations Condemn the Daily Atrocities Committed Against Christians in Nigeria and Take Immediate Action to End the Violence and Help the Victims
	1. INTRODUCTION
	2. BACKGROUND
	3. VIOLATIONS
	4. REQUEST


