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Quarante-septième session 

21 juin-9 juillet 2021 

Point 4 de l’ordre du jour 

Situations relatives aux droits de l’homme  

qui requièrent l’attention du Conseil  

  Note verbale datée du 11 juin 2021, adressée  
au Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies  
aux droits de l’homme par la Mission  
permanente de l’Arménie auprès  
de l’Office des Nations Unies à Genève 

La Mission permanente de la République d’Arménie auprès de l’Office des 

Nations Unies et des autres organisations internationales à Genève transmet ci-joint les 

commentaires du Ministère arménien des affaires étrangères au sujet de l’adoption, par le 

Parlement européen, d’une résolution sur les prisonniers de guerre arméniens détenus en 

Azerbaïdjan (voir annexe). 

La Mission permanente de l’Arménie prie le Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies 

aux droits de l’homme de bien vouloir faire distribuer le texte de la présente note verbale et 

de son annexe* en tant que document du Conseil des droits de l’homme, au titre du point 4 

de l’ordre du jour. 

  

 * L’annexe est reproduite telle qu’elle a été reçue, dans la langue de l’original seulement. 
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  Annex to the note verbale dated 11 June 2021 from the 
Permanent Mission of Armenia to the United Nations Office at 
Geneva addressed to the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 

  Comment of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Armenia dated 22 May 

2021 on the adoption by the European Parliament of a resolution on 

Armenian prisoners of war held in Azerbaijani captivity 

On May 20, the European Parliament by an overwhelming majority passed a resolution on 

Armenian prisoners of war held in Azerbaijani captivity, which also touched upon the broader 

context of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and regional security. 

The Resolution stipulates a clear demand for the immediate and unconditional release of all 

Armenian prisoners of war and civilians captured during or after the war. An addressed call 

is made to the Azerbaijani government to provide an exhaustive list of all persons held in its 

captivity, information on their health, including of those who have died in captivity. 

At the same time, a grave concern was expressed about credible reports, according to which 

Armenian prisoners of war and other captive persons have been and are being held in 

degrading conditions, and that they have been subjected to inhuman treatment and torture. In 

this context the European Parliament condemns all instances of torture and enforced 

disappearances.  

The resolution also calls to refrain from hostile rhetoric or actions aimed at aggravating the 

situation, and condemns the opening of the so-called "Trophy park" in Baku, by urging it to 

be closed without delay. 

The need to ensure access of humanitarian assistance to those in need, the security of Artsakh 

Armenians and the cultural heritage of Artsakh is outlined.  

The need for the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict under the auspices of the 

OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairmanship and on the basis of Basic Principles presented by 

them, including equal rights and self-determination of peoples with the objective of 

determining the future status of the Nagorno-Karabakh was also emphasized. 

The provisions of the European Parliament on the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, including 

humanitarian issues, are extremely important. The European Parliament has stated that 

violations of humanitarian law by Azerbaijan amount to enforced disappearance. The 

abovementioned violations are war crimes and Armenia will undertake necessary steps to 

bring the perpetrators of those crimes to international justice.  

The Resolution clearly states that by intruding in the territory of Armenia on May 12, 

Azerbaijan violated international law and the territorial integrity of Armenia. In this context 

particular concern was expressed towards the statements by Azerbaijani representatives, 

including the president, which appeared to raise territorial claims and threaten the use of 

force. The European Parliament views these actions of Azerbaijan as steps aimed at 

undermining the efforts towards security and stability in the region. 

This resolution of the European Parliament once again proves that it is impossible to resolve 

the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict by force and to deprive the people of Artsakh of their 

inalienable rights, including the right to self-determination. 
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