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  Note verbale dated 1 March 2021 from the Permanent Mission of 

Armenia to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the Office 

of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations Office and 

other international organizations in Geneva hereby transmits the statement made by the 

Foreign Ministry of the Republic of Armenia on the thirty-third anniversary of the anti-

Armenian massacres in Sumgait (see annex). 

The Permanent Mission of Armenia kindly requests the Office of the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Human Rights to circulate the present note verbale and the annex 

thereto* as a document of the Human Rights Council, under agenda item 4. 

  

  

 * Reproduced as received, in the language of submission only. 

 
United Nations A/HRC/46/G/21 

 

General Assembly Distr.: General 

3 March 2021 

 

Original: English 



A/HRC/46/G/21 

2  

  Annex to the note verbale dated 1 March 2021 from the 
Permanent Mission of Armenia to the United Nations Office 
at Geneva addressed to the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 

  Statement by the Foreign Ministry of Armenia dated 27 February 2021 

on the 33rd anniversary of the anti-Armenian massacres in Sumgait 

33 years ago, on February 27-29, 1988, pre-planned massacres of Armenians were carried 

out in the city of Sumgait (Azerbaijan) amid the encouragement of the Azerbaijani authorities 

and the permissiveness of the law enforcement bodies. Hundreds of Armenians were killed, 

including women, children and elderly, and thousands of Armenians were forcibly displaced. 

Sumgait massacre was a response to the aspiration of the people of Artsakh to assert their 

inalienable right to a dignified and safe life in their historical homeland and to exercise their 

right to self-determination. Azerbaijan opposed the attempts of exercising human rights with 

the policy of collective punishment, subjecting the Armenian population of the Sumgait town 

to severe violence and torture. 

The atrocities of Sumgait instigated the ethnic cleansing and massacres of Armenians in other 

cities of Azerbaijan, such as Baku and Gandzak. Moreover, the unequivocal justification of 

such crime, the glorification of the murderers for killing Armenians were reflected in the 

efforts of the Azerbaijani authorities to resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict with the use 

of force.  

Last year, on September 27 the full-fledged war unleashed by Azerbaijan against Artsakh 

and its people was accompanied by similar war crimes against the Armenian identity, with 

one difference - the murders of the civilians were not carried out by controlled mobs, but by 

servicemen of the Azerbaijani armed forces and the relevant videos were uploaded on the 

Internet.  

During the 44-day war, the Azerbaijani armed forces, driven by a sense of impunity, 

committed numerous violations of international humanitarian and human rights law, which 

are manifestations of mass atrocities, including ethnic cleansing and war crimes. While 

adhering to the behaviour of terrorist groups, the Azerbaijani armed forces committed 

violations against prisoners of war, civilians, barbarically destroyed historical-cultural 

monuments and desecrated sanctuaries. The executions of the Armenian prisoners of war and 

civilians in the Hadrut region of Artsakh and other settlements fallen under the military 

control of Azerbaijan are the results of the past uncondemned crimes.  

Today, by paying tribute to the innocent victims of the Armenian massacres in Sumgait, we 

once again emphasize the determination of the Republic of Armenia, Republic of Artsakh 

and all Armenians  

     


