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  EOHR encourages the Egyptian government to take more 
steps to protect and uphold freedom of association  

Over the past 3 decades the Egyptian Organization for Human Rights has spearheaded 

relentless efforts to defend the right of association and ensure the freedom and independence 

of civil society organizations in Egypt. Article 75 of the Egyptian constitution guarantees 

freedom of civil society and grants citizens the right to establish NGOs upon notification. 

However, law No.70 of 2017 came as a shock to all as it placed unprecedented restrictions 

on Egyptian civil society. EOHR campaigned against the law and challenged it on 

constitutional grounds at the administrative court. The Egyptian president in response to this 

outcry proposed an initiative to launch a societal dialogue to replace Law No. 70, and indeed 

this process produced law No. 149 of 2019. The new law satisfied much but not all of 

Egyptian civil society’s aspirations and EOHR’s recommendations and suggestions were 

seriously considered and taken into account. However, challenges still remain as to the nature 

of the executive regulation and the actual application of the law. EOHR calls upon the 

Egyptian government to uphold law No. 149 and suspend case 173 and drop all charges 

against human rights workers. 

     

 

 


