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CoBer o npaBam 4ejioBeKa

Copox nepBasi ceccust

24 wrons — 12 nrong 2019 rona

ITyHKT 3 mOBECTKH AHA

IoourpeHue u 3aMMUTa BCeX MPaB YeJ0BEKa,
rPaKIAHCKHX, MOJUTHYECKHX, JKOHOMUYECKHUX,
CONMAJILHBIX U KYJbTYPHBIX NPAaB,

BKJIIOYAs MPABO HA pa3BUTHE

IMucsmennoe npeacrasienne broopo Omoyacmena Camoa*

3anmcka cekperapuara

Cexperapuat CoBeTa 10 IIpaBaM 4eJIOBEKA HACTOSIINM NPENPOBOXKIAET COOOIIEHHE,
npeactasiaeHHoe bropo OmOyncmena Camoa**, KOTOpoe BOCHPOM3BOIUTCS HIXKE B
COOTBETCTBUM C IIPaBWIOM 7 b) mIpaBWiI MPOIEIYpPhl, COACPXKAIIUXCS B HPHIOKECHUH K
pesomonuu 5/1 CoBeTa, COTJIACHO KOTOPOMY YYacTHE HAI[MOHAIBHBIX IPaBO3AIIMTHBIX
YUpEeXJICHNI OCHOBBIBACTCSl HAa MpOLEAypax M IPaKTHKE, COTacoBaHHBIX Kommccuei mo
IIpaBaM 4YeJoBeKa, BKiIrodas pesoirormro 2005/74 ot 20 anpens 2005 rona.

* HauuoHanbHOE MPaBO3AIIMTHOE YUPEKICHHUE C AKKPEUTALMOHHBIM CTATYCOM KATErOPHH «A»,
IIPUCBOECHHEIM [ 100aNbHBIM albsTHCOM HAIlMOHANBHBIX YUPEKIECHUH, 3aHIMAIOIINXCS HOOMIPEHNEM U
3alUTON IPaB YEJIOBEKa.

** BoCIpOM3BOAMTCS B IPHIIOKEHHUH B TIOIYYEHHOM BUJIC TOJIBKO Ha TOM SI3bIKE, HA KOTOPOM OHO OBLIO
MIPE/ICTABIEHO.
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Annex

Submission by the Samoa’s Office of the Ombudsman

Statement on family violence in Samoa and the violation of the rights of
women

Mr. President,

It is an honour to present to the Human Rights Council a statement from the NHRI of Samoa.
Thank you for the opportunity.

Family violence has crippled many families in the Pacific where up to 68 percent of women
report experiencing physical or sexual violence by a partner in their lifetime. For Samoa, the
first ever National Public Inquiry conducted by my Office in 2016 found that 86 per cent of
women have experienced physical and bodily harm in their lifetime. The Inquiry into family
violence points to violence in the up-bringing of children in Samoan homes as having a direct
bearing on the violence women and girls face later in life and violence in general in society.

The National Inquiry sought Samoan solutions to the misery Samoan women were enduring
in their own homes. It was important for solutions to emanate from those who fully
understood the issues and are affected on a daily basis. Proposals that emerged include an
increased role for the Village Council to prevent family violence through the setting up of
family safety committees, introducing bylaws to encourage reporting and setting appropriate
punishment for perpetrators. Since the publication of the Inquiry Report, about 40 per cent
of villages in Samoa have made decisions on domestic violence, which is encouraging.

The State is, and always will be, an important actor to provide guidance through laws and
policy. This needs however, to go hand in hand with constructive work at the grassroots level
to harness and utilize elements of influence and power that exist in our communities. This is
the only way Samoa can hope to effectively combat family violence. It is on this ‘working
together with communities’ framework that the Inquiry recommendations are premised.

An approach which has been successful in delivering our human rights education and
awareness, is weaving together human rights principles and cultural values that complement
each other. The Fa’asamoa (our Samoan way of life) embraces in the same way as do Human
Rights, inclusivity, respect, dignity, communication and peace. The two are mutually
reinforcing. A framework embracing Fa’asamoa, Faith and Human Rights principles is
essential to successfully drive national action against family violence.

As Samoa’s National Human Rights Institution, we are urging our national government and
communities to together, commit to ending unnecessary violence our women, girls and
children are enduring.

Thank you.
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