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Preface

Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights (Egypt) presents this report to clarify its
comment on the most important points in the report of the Special Rapporteur on adequate
housing on the results of her visit to Egypt from 24th Sep. until 3rd Oct. 2018. This is the
first visit of a United Nations human rights expert to Egypt Since 2011.

In the context of Egypt's openness to cooperation with international human rights
mechanisms and its willingness to identify international expertise in dealing with the
challenges faced by countries to provide adequate housing, the Egyptian government called
Ms. Leilani Farha, the Special Rapporteur to visit Egypt from September 24 to October 3 last
year. Although all the possible means were available for her to do her work, but the report
issued many reservations. She checked and saw in her meetings and various visits the
practical applications of government policies to provide adequate housing. However, Her
statement was not accurate as it didn't mention many positive practices and policies adopted
by the Egyptian government in the field of providing adequate housing for citizens.

Her recent report discussed the challenges of human rights resulting from the coexistence of
old and new rent systems and the role of municipalities in the realization of the right to
housing and homelessness including street children. The report also included those who felt
that their right to adequate housing had been violated, and their ability to access to Justice.
As well as, it focused on the role of international development assistance and housing issues
in Sinai, as well issues of Nubian peoples. Not only that but the report also discussed the right
to full enjoyment of the right to housing for persons with disabilities, women and other
minorities. She stressed that in order to meet Egypt's obligations under target 11 of the 2030
sustainable development goals, the Egyptian government should go through some steps. For
instance, hold a consultative process; develop a national housing plan based on the main
principles of human rights; provide citizens in the event of unavoidable evacuation for
development area either compensation option Or integration.*

Egyptian Reaction on the report

The report and the press statement of the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing were
received by the Egyptian foreign ministry's condemnation of the report. The ministry
confirmed that the Special Rapporteur seeks to fabricate slander about the Egyptian policies
in the field of providing adequate housing for citizens. As well, her statement indicates the
lack of knowledge of Egyptian policies in providing suitable housing for citizens, and the
development of informal and unsafe areas. In a statement issued by the Egyptian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs concerning the report, stressed that:

e The report did not mention the Government's achievements in providing adequate
housing for citizens, and the progressive and bold decisions taken by the
Government to achieve a qualitative shift in housing policies to ensure decent living
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and adequate and safe housing for all without discrimination. That Policies were
appreciated and praised by many relevant international organizations.

e The Special Rapporteur did not mention the existence of a government plan to create
around 600,000 units for social housing. 300,000 units have already been completed
in record time and another 300,000 are being completed to meet the needs of low-
income people in accordance with the highest quality standards. With 5% of these
projects specialized for the disabled. As well as, The great effort to develop the
medium and distinctive housing within the framework of a long-term strategic
vision to expand the residential area and reduce population density.

e Around 46 unsafe slums have been developed inside and outside Cairo in order to
protect the lives of their residents. Besides taking care to protect citizens' rights
either by providing them with temporary housing until the completion of the
development of the targeted area or by providing fair compensation, or by proposing
alternatives such as moving to a new city, Consistent with local laws and Egypt's
international obligations.

e The threat contained in her statement to stop the Special Rapporteurs from dealing
with Egypt is completely rejected and is an exceed of her mandate. the Egyptian
government will not be lenient in following up closely until she bear full
responsibility for these deviant actions and the magnitude of its repercussions.
Especially, by taking into account that such an international post necessarily
assumes the person should be known by integrity, professionalism and
independence.?

Maat Association's Comment

Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights confirms its reservation to the report of the
special rapporteur on adequate housing on the results of her visit to Egypt. Maat notices that
the special rapporteur did not take into account that the governmental policies in the provision
of adequate housing for citizens reflected a great care for the rights of citizens. The
government help them either by providing them with temporary accommodation until the
completion of the development of the target area or by providing fair compensation or by
proposing alternatives such as moving to a new city in accordance with local laws and Egypt's
international obligations. Moreover, the social housing project adopted by the Egyptian
authority is the largest project in the world. It has already begun to implement one million
housing units in all governorates and new cities. That's due to the government's great care,
represented by the Ministry of Housing, to provide an apartment for every limited-income
citizen. The project will not be limited to the implementation of a million housing units only,
but also continuing until the eradication of the housing crisis. In addition, The organization
deplored the videotaped intervention by the Special Rapporteur with Qatari channel Al-
Jazeera, which is known to support terrorism, following the release of her statement on the
results of her visit to Egypt, as this intervention raises many reservations.?

Maat therefore recommends that:
e To review the report submitted by the Special Rapporteur on her visit to Egypt and
re-evaluating of the Egyptian policies in the area of housing.

e The UN experts who responsible for country visits impartially should be neutral and
have the ability to conduct a comprehensive assessment of state policies. As well,
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taking into account not only one dimension but all governmental and other (civil
society and citizens ...) perspectives also, when evaluating.

e  The Egyptian government should follow further procedures and take further actions
that will protect the rights of citizens to find decent housing. In addition to providing
alternative housing in the case of the development of slums and unsafe areas.

Achieving the goal 11 of the 2030 Sustainable Development Plan quickly, to get inclusive
and secure cities in which citizens can find decent housing as an integral part of human rights.




