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' According to paragraph 2 of article 11, the States parties, recognizing the “fundamental right to everyone
to be free from hunger”, “shall take, individually and through international cooperation, the measures,
including specific programmes, which are needed: (a) to improve methods of production, conservation and
distribution of food [...] and (b) taking into account the problems of both food-importing and food-
exporting countries, to ensure an equitable distribution of world food suppliesin relation to need”.

? General comment No. 15 (2002), on “The Right to Water (articles 11 and 12 of the Covenant).”
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? General comment No. 14 (2000), para. 3.
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4 Other relevant instruments are the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (in particular Part |, para.
19 (minorities) and para. 20 and Part II, paras. 28 to 32 (indigenous)). Article 19 reaffirms, inter alia, the
“obligation of States to ensure that persons belonging to minorities may exercise fully and effectively all
human rights and fundamental freedoms without any discrimination and in full equality before the law in
accordance with the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and
Linguistic Minorities”. Article 20 further recognizes the “inherent dignity and the unique contribution of
indigenous people to the development and plurality of society and strongly reaffirms the commitment of the
international community to their economic, social and cultural well-being and their enjoyment of the fruits
of sustainable development. States should ensure the full and free participation of indigenous people in all
aspects of society, in particular in matters of concern to them. [...]" (art. 20).
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> This was allegedly in response to Human Rights Watch’s publication “Hated to death: Homophobia,
Violence and Jamaica’s HIV/AIDS epidemic” (16 November 2004).
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® The report focuses on women human rights defenders and the specific violations they face in the course of
their work because of their sex and gender.

7 Held in Colombo, Sri Lanka from 29 November to 2 December 2005. The conference focused on
identifying and developing new strategies for protecting women defenders against a range of sources and
types of abuse by States, non-State actors, families and communities, and sexual and sexuality-based
attacks. The website www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org continues to be a resource tool for women's
rights defenders.
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