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Human Rights Council 
Thirty-ninth session 

10–28 September 2018 

Agenda item 3 

Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, 

political, economic, social and cultural rights, 

including the right to development 

  Albania,* Australia, Austria,* Belgium, Botswana,* Bulgaria,* Croatia, Cyprus,* 

Czechia,* Denmark,* Estonia,* Finland,* France,* Germany, Greece,* Honduras,* 

Iceland, Ireland,* Italy,* Latvia,* Lithuania,* Luxembourg,* Malta,* Mexico, 

Netherlands,* New Zealand,* Norway,* Paraguay,* Peru, Poland,* Portugal,* 

Romania,* Serbia,* Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,* the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia,* Tunisia, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland: draft resolution 

39/… Equal participation in political and public affairs 

 The Human Rights Council, 

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights, 

Recalling all relevant international human rights treaties, in particular the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 

Recalling also all relevant General Assembly and Human Rights Council resolutions 

on participation in political and public affairs, in particular Council resolutions 24/8 of 26 

September 2013, on equal political participation, and 27/24 of 26 September 2014, 30/9 of 

1 October 2015 and 33/22 of 30 September 2016, 

Emphasizing the critical importance of equal and effective participation in political 

and public affairs for democracy, the rule of law, social inclusion, economic development 

and advancing gender equality and empowerment of women and girls, as well as for the 

realization of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Welcoming the contributions of Member States and other stakeholders to the drafting 

of the guidelines on effective implementation of the right to participate in public affairs, 

both through their written submissions and their participation in regional consultations, 

1. Endorses the guidelines on effective implementation of the right to 

participate in public affairs as a set of orientations for States, presented to the Human 

Rights Council by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights;1 

  

 * State not a member of the Human Rights Council. 

 1 A/HRC/39/28. 
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2. Requests the Office of the High Commissioner to disseminate and promote 

the use of the guidelines and to provide technical cooperation and capacity-building to 

States upon their request regarding the use of the guidelines; 

3. Also requests the Office of the High Commissioner to prepare, in 

consultation with States and all other relevant stakeholders, a follow-up report on good 

practices and challenges faced by States in using the guidelines, and to present it to the 

Human Rights Council at its forty-eighth session; 

4. Encourages Governments, local authorities, relevant United Nations bodies, 

specialized agencies, funds and programmes, other intergovernmental organizations and 

national human rights institutions to give due consideration to the guidelines in the 

formulation and implementation of their policies and measures concerning equal 

participation in political and public affairs. 

    


