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Report on the situation on children forced to marriage in the
informal settlements of Iran

Child marriage in informal settlements and rural areas of the Islamic Republic of Iran

Child marriage deprives a child of his/her rights and limits the opportunities for social progression. Reproduction of
poverty, educational deprivation, child mortality, addiction, malnutrition, reproduction of culture of poverty and
destructive values might be intensified as a result of child marriage.

Imam Ali Popular Student Relief Society held the first seminar on child marriage in its 18th year of activity in 2016.
The results of a survey showed the correlation of poverty, traditions and child marriage, emphasizing on Afghan and
Pakistani refugees. The rate of child marriage among immigrants is so high. Child marriage is prevalent among
Afghans, considered as a kind of child sale.

Child marriage is legal for girls 13 or older and boys 15 or older in Iran. Younger than this age can also register the
marriage by the approval of a father and the court advice. Both cultural and legal reforms must be followed to lessen the
issue.

Imam Ali Popular Students Relief Society follows the issue by:

1. Providing cultural, educational and economical services at the informal settlements for the target group of refugees
and deprived children

2. Involving the whole community by research, publishing, seminars, art production, etc. on the issue

3. Advocacy and influence on policymakers within political, economic, and social systems and institutions on child
marriage and refugees issues

4. International awareness on the related law for the refugees in the host countries




