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List of participants

States Members of the United Nations

Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium, Bolivia
(Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Czechia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El
Salvador, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti,
Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Kenya, Japan,
Kazakhstan, Libya, Luxembourg, Mauritania, Mauritius, Malaysia, Mexico, Mongolia,
Morocco, Myanmar, Namibia Nicaragua, Netherlands, Niger, Norway, the Republic of
Korea, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda,
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Slovakia, Singapore, South Africa, Spain,
Switzerland, Tajikistan, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic

of).

Non-member States represented by an observer

Holy See; State of Palestine.

United Nations funds, programmes, specialized agencies and related
organizations

International Labour Organization, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development,
United Nations Environment.

Intergovernmental organizations

Council of Europe, European Union.

Other entities

International Committee of the Red Cross.

Special procedures of the Human Rights Council

Working Group on Business and Human Rights.

National human rights institutions

The National Human Rights Council of Morocco.
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Non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the
Economic and Social Council

American Bar Association, Amnesty International, Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law
and Development (APWLD), BADIL Resource Centre for Palestinian Residency and
Refugee Rights, Caritas International, Center for Accompaniment of Unemployed Girls
(CAFID), Centre Europe-Tiers Monde (CETIM), Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales
(CELS), Comité Catholique contre la faim et pour le developpement (CCFD), Coopération
Internationale pour le Développement et la Solidarité (CIDSE), Corporacion Centro de
Estudios de Derecho Justicia y Sociedad (DEJUSTICIA), Corporate Accountability
International (CAI), Dominicans for Justice and Peace, Earthrights International, Education
International, Federation International des Droits de I’Homme, Fondation des Oeuvres pour
la Solidarité et le Bien Etre Social (FOSBES), FoodFirst Information and Action Network
(FIAN) International, Franciscans International, Friends of the Earth International, Gifa
Geneva Infant Feeding Association, Indian Law Resource Center, Institute for Policy
Studies, International Baby Food Action Network (IBFAN), International Accountability
Project, International Association of Democratic Lawyers, International Chamber of
Commerce, International Commission of Jurists, the International Federation for Human
Rights (FIDH), International Institute of Sustainable Development, International NGO
Forum on Indonesian Development, International Service for Human Rights (ISHR),
International Organisation of Employers (IOE), International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN), Peace Brigades International, Plataforma Internacional contra la
Impunidad, Public Services International, Réseau International des Droits de 1’Homme,
(RIDH), Society for International Development, South Centre, Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom.
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List of panellists and moderators
Monday, 24 October 2016

Keynote speaker
« Mr. Jeffrey Sachs, Columbia University (videoconference)
Panel I  (15:00-18:00)

Overview of the social, economic and environmental impacts related to transnational
corporations and other business enterprises and human rights, and their legal challenges

« Jean Luc Mélenchon, Member of the European Parliament

» Richard Kozul-Wright, Director of the Division on Globalization and Development
Strategies, UNCTAD

 Christy Hoffman, Deputy Secretary General, UNI Global Union

» Natalie Bernasconi-Osterwalder, Group Director, Economic Law & Policy
programme, International Institute for Sustainable Development

» Carlos Correa, South Centre

« Susan George, Transnational Institute
Tuesday, 25 October 2016

Panel Il (10h00-13h00)
Primary obligations of States, including extraterritorial obligations related to transnational
corporations and other business enterprises with respect to protecting human rights

Subtheme 1: Implementing international human rights obligations: Examples of
national legislation and international instruments applicable to transnational
corporations and other business enterprises with respect to human rights

Moderator: Ambassador Negash Kebret Botora, Permanent Representative of Ethiopia to
the United Nations

« Daniel Aguirre, International Commission of Jurists, Myanmar

« Ariel Meyerstein, US Council for International Business

» Ana Maria Suarez-Franco, FIAN International

« Juan Hernandez-Zubizarreta, University of the Basque Country
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Panel 11 — cont’d (15h00-18h00)

Subtheme 2: Jurisprudential and practical approaches to elements of
extraterritoriality and national sovereignty

Kinda Mohamedieh, South Centre

David Bilchitz, Professor, University of Johannesburg, Director of South African
Institute of Advanced Constitutional, Public, Human Rights and International Law

Harris Gleckmann, Centre for Governance and Sustainability, University of
Massachusetts, Boston

Leah Margulies, Corporate Accountability International

Gianni Tognoni, Secretary General, Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal

Wednesday, 26 October 2016

Panel 111 (10h00-13h00)

Obligations and responsibilities of transnational corporations and other business enterprises
with respect to human rights

Subtheme 1: Examples of international instruments addressing obligations and
responsibilities of private actors

Moderator: Archbishop Ivan Jurkovic, Apostolic Nuncio, Permanent Representative of the
Holy See to the United Nations

Vera Luisa da Costa e Silva, Head of the Secretariat of the Framework Convention
on Tobacco Control

Linda Kromjong, Secretary General, International Organization of Employers

Githa Roelans, Head of Multinational Enterprises and Enterprise Engagement Unit,
ILO

Michael Hopkins, CSR Finance Institute

Surya Deva, Associate Professor, School of Law, City University of Hong Kong,
and Member of the UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights

Panel 111 — cont’d (15h00-18h00)

Subtheme 2: Jurisprudential and other approaches to clarify standards of civil,
administrative and criminal liability of transnational corporations and other business
enterprises

Moderator: Ambassador Nozipho Joyce Mxakato-Diseko, Permanent Representative of
South Africa to the United Nations

GE.17-00057

David Bilchitz, Professor, University of Johannesburg and Director of South African
Institute of Advanced Constitutional, Public, Human Rights and International Law

Nomonde Nyembe, Attorney, Business and Human Rights, Centre for Applied
Legal Studies

Richard Meeran, Partner, Leigh Day & Co
Michael Congiu, Shareholder, Littler Mendelson
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» Michelle Harrison, Earth Rights International

 Rizwana Hassan, Friends of the Earth, Bangladesh
Thursday, 27 October 2016

Panel IV (10h00-13h00)

Open debate on different approaches and criteria for the future definition of the scope of the
international legally binding instrument

Moderator: Ambassador Robert Matheus Michael Tene, Deputy Permanent Representative
of Indonesia to the United Nations

« Khalil Hamdani, Visiting Professor at the Graduate Institute of Development
Studies, Lahore School of Economics, Pakistan

« Anne van Schaik, Friends of the Earth, Europe

« Alfred de Zayas, Independent Expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable
international order

» Carlos Correa, South Centre

» Harris Gleckmann, Centre for Governance and Sustainability, University of
Massachusetts, Boston

* Robert McCorquodale, Director, British Institute of International and Comparative
Law
Panel V  (15h00-18h00)
Strengthening cooperation with regard to prevention, remedy and accountability and access
to justice at the national and international levels

Moderator: Ambassador Beatriz Londofio Soto, Permanent Representative of Colombia to
the United Nations

Subtheme 1: Moving forward in the implementation of the United Nations Guiding
Principles on Business and Human Rights
« Danielle Auroi, Member of the National Assembly of the French Republic

* Nils Muizniekis, Commissioner for Human Rights, Council of Europe (video
message)

» Lene Wendland, Adviser on Business and Human Rights, OHCHR

» Surya Deva, Associate Professor, School of Law, City University of Hong Kong,
and Member of the UN working group on Business and Human Rights
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Panel VI (10h00-13h00)

Lessons learned and challenges to access to remedy (selected cases from different sectors
and regions)

Moderator: Ambassador Hernan Estrada Roman, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua
to the United Nations

« Daniel Aguirre, International Commission of Jurists, Myanmar

Elizabet Périz Fernandez, Tierra Digna

Claudia Miller-Hoff, European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights

Beth Stephens, Professor, Rutgers-Camden Law School
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