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Terrorist and Islamophobic attacks in Europe 
 

World has witnessed numerous terrorist attacks to people of European countries including France, Germany and 

Belgium in which many civilians are killed and injured.   The killings, done in the name of Islam, create a tense 

atmosphere for Muslim minorities and add to their vulnerability round Europe. 

In France alone, about 10  deadly attacks  against people have been reported within the past two years including: 

Bataclan attacks (2015 November) that left 130 people dead and hundreds wounded ; explosion outside Stade de 

France (July 2016) few hours before Euro 2016 game between France and Iceland ; Charli Hebdo attacks (2015 

January) that began with a massacre at the offices of Charlie Hebdo satirical magazine; Nice terror attack (July 

2016) in which an Al-Nusrah terrorist drove through crowds killing 84 people  and the beheading of an elderly priest 

by ISIS supporters in July 2016 .  

The attacks are not limited to France; other European countries have been subjects of similar attacks mostly 

committed by ISIS associated terrorists. The incidents definitely aggravate the feelings of xenophobia that 

disproportionately target Muslim minorities in Europe, despite the fact that huge plethora of Muslims have publicly 

rejected the attacks, e.g. 30,000 Muslims gathered in UK to condemn religious extremist attacks done in the name of 

Islam and according to recent global research results, in 11 countries with significant Muslim Populations, the 

majority of people have expressed their hate toward ISIS .   

While Muslims have expressed their disdain of ISIS, scientific research results indicate that in four European 

countries (Hungary, Italy, Poland and Greece), over 60 percent of the population (%65-%72)  hold unfavorable 

views of Muslims which indicate an alarming rate of Islamophobia being spread in parts of Europe.  

Manifestations of Islamophobia vary form hate speech expressed toward minorities and Muslims in society, schools, 

on internet and the social media, attacks against Muslims, their properties and places of worship, discrimination 

against minorities in the justice system and by the law enforcement officials and inequality of opportunities for 

employment and education that push Muslim minorities to the margins of the society. 

Considering the spread of negative sentiments against Muslims in Europe and the fact that the huge population of 

Middle East refugees have complicated the situation in the continent, our organization expresses its deepest 

concerns on the increase of cases of Islamophobia and violence against Muslims round the world especially Europe 

where Muslim refugees are trying to get integrated into the western societies. 

We call upon the States, especially the refugee host countries, to recognize the need to counter Islamophobia and 

any emergence of Islamophobic movements. 

We call on the human rights council to conduct research on the effectiveness of the present strategies to prevent 

cases of Islamophobia, especially in refugee host countries.  

We call on the host countries to study the effectiveness of strategies in place to counter marginalization of religious 

minorities and discrimination against them. 

We call on the UN member states, especially the host countries to adopt policies that foster understanding among 

diverse populations. 

    

 


