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ENDING THE DISTRUBING VIOLATION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS THAT IS BACHA BAZI

1. INTRODUCTION

Bacha bazi is a deeply disturbing practice and a gross violation of human rights that victimizes vulnerable children.
The European Centre for Law and Justice urges the United Nations to take action and condemn policies that ignore the
plight of the abused boys of Afghanistan and prohibit intervention.

The purpose of this submission is to draw attention to the practice of bacha bazi, and to urge the United Nations and the
International Community to condemn any non-intervention policies that allow Afghani children to be trafficked and
abused with impunity.

2. WHAT IS BACHA BAZI?

Bacha bazi means ‘boy play’* and is a prominent customary practice of the Pashtun culture in Afghanistan and parts of
Pakistan,? which involves the exploitation of young boys for sexual entertainment and pleasure.® Boys between the
ages of nine* and eighteen are sold or given to men, such as warlords, businessmen, and former military commanders.”
These men, who become the boys’ ‘masters’,® force the young boys to dance seductively and perform sexual favors.” If
the boy refuses to perform such requests, his master will beat him.® But even if the boy does perform the requests of his
master, he is still often injured physically, including such injuries as ‘internal/anal hemorrhaging, rectal prolapse,
protrusion of intestines, displaced pelvis bones, throat injuries, heavy internal bleeding, rectal wall tearing,” and non-
sexual related physical injuries such as ‘broken limbs, broken fingers, fractures, broken teeth, savage beatings,
strangulatlioon, asphyxiation, and in some cases, death.”® Boys also suffer emotionally, including rape trauma and social
isolation.

Thirteen million men from the Pashtun tribe make up approximately fifty percent of the population of Afghanistan, and
approximately forty percent of those males engage in the practice of bacha bazi."* According to one study, one out of
every ten Afghan boys has been the victim of human trafficking.'? Yet, in spite of the prevalence of bacha bazi and its
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victimization of Afghani children, the International Community has mostly ignored this horrific practice and allowed it
to flourish.

2. THE CONSEQUENCES OF IGRNORING BACHA BAZI

Bacha bazi has political and international ramifications because of who participates in the practice. The Pashtun
warlords, who are the main opponents of the Taliban in Afghanistan, are the primary perpetrators of this atrocity.® This
makes the general population more likely to sympathize with the Taliban, because the Taliban is less likely to take their
teenage boys and abuse them sexually.* Because the international community is trying to support the Pashtun’s efforts
and not zi\éienate them, they are either overlooking the plight of the boys who are being used in this way, or are
unaware.

Such non-intervention policies, which are intended to respect the cultural practices of the Afghani people and foster
good will, however, merely alienate the Afghani people who see the International Community providing support and
protection to the men who are abusing Afghani children.

3. WHAT IS BEING DONE TO END BACHA BAZI?

Although the government of Afghanistan officially condemns bacha bazi'® and even signed an agreement with the
United Nations in February of 2011, which included in its provisions a commitment to end the bacha bazi,*’ the practice
continues to thrive. Afghanistan has signed and is a party to treaties, including the Convention on the Rights of the
Child and Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child
Pornography,'® as such, it is time for the United Nations and the International community to hold Afghanistan
responsible for its failed efforts to end this practice. Instead, the issue of bacha bazi has been downplayed or ignored—
even by the legal community. *°

The United Nations published a comprehensive manual designed to help the Afghanistan government establish a legal
framework for eliminating this form of human trafficking.”> What is being done to implement that framework? It is
important that the United Nations, the International Community, and the Afghani government support and work with
human rights organizations that are making efforts to stem the tide of bacha bazi. The Afghanistan Independent Human
Rights Commission (AIHRC)—described as “one of the few organizations in [Afghanistan] working to end ‘bacha

bazi’®—has pushed for amendments to the country’s criminal laws that would explicitly prevent the practice, since
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current laws proscribing rape and pederasty do not cover bacha bazi.?> Those amendments need to be made so that
perpetrators of bachi bazi no longer exploit Afghani boys with impunity.

Ultimately, Afghani officials, journalists, and citizens are reluctant to address bacha bazi®® and international efforts
have fallen short of eliminating the practice. As long as awareness remains the same, this child sex slavery will
continue.?

4. CONCLUSION

Therefore, the ECLJ urges the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, the
Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery and the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially
women and children, in accordance with their mandates, to address the issue of Bacha Bazi, which constitutes a gross
violation of human dignity and internationally recognized human rights of boys.
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