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Note by the Secretariat

The Secretariat of the Human Rights Council hereby transmits the communication
submitted by the Commissioner for Human Rights of the Republic of Azerbaijan,**
reproduced below in accordance with rule 7(b) of the rules of procedures described in the
annex to Council resolution 5/1, according to which participation of national human rights
institutions is to be based on arrangements and practices agreed upon by the Commission
on Human Rights, including resolution 2005/74 of 20 April 2005.
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Annex

[English only]

Written statement submitted for the 27th Session of the
Human Rights Council by the Commissioner for Human
Rights of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the Panel on the
protection of the human rights of persons deprived of their
liberty.

Monitoring of the places of deprivation of liberty is an integral part of the system of
protection of persons deprived of liberty. Each state ensuring observance of human rights
and liberties should have such protection system.

Protection of the rights of persons deprived of liberty is one of the directions of the activity
of the Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman). Thus, according to the Law on the
Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman) of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the
Ombudsman and the National Preventive Group (NPG) members enjoy the right to have
access at any time, without hindrance and prior notification to the places which detained
persons cannot leave on their own will; to meet with detained persons; to provide relevant
recommendations and to receive responses to these recommendations within the identified
time limits.

During the regular, planned, ad hoc and without prior notification visits of the
Commissioner and NPG to the places of restriction of liberty, as a result of conversations
carried out with persons deprived of liberty, relevant measures have been undertaken by
appropriate bodies on the recommendations.

During visits of the Commissioner and NPG along with the national legislation, the
international legal documents, including International Conventions, the European Standards
for Prevention Torture, the Istanbul Protocol for the Effective Investigation and
Documentation of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, the Standard Minimum Rules, the European Penitentiary Rules, and other
documents were invoked.

In order to eliminate the deficiencies and shortcomings that were revealed during the visits,
as well as in order to improve the detention conditions the administration of this or that
institution, moreover the appropriate state agencies were given proposals and
recommendations.

The Commissioner has been informed about the measures realized on each proposal and
recommendation. On different times, the Commissioner has raised the issue before relevant
legislative and executive bodies regarding improving the conditions of persons whose
liberty was restricted, as well as bringing the current legislation in compliance with
international standards and as a result new normative acts were adopted.




