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Совет по правам человека 
Двадцать седьмая сессия 
Пункт 9 повестки дня 
Расизм, расовая дискриминация, ксенофобия  
и связанные с ними формы нетерпимости,  
последующие меры и осуществление  
Дурбанской декларации и Программы действий 

  Вербальная нота Постоянного представительства Греции при 
Отделении Организации Объединенных Наций в Женеве и 
других международных организациях в Швейцарии от 
22 сентября 2014 года в адрес Управления Верховного 
комиссара Организации Объединенных Наций по правам 
человека  

 Постоянное представительство Греции при Отделении Организации Объ-
единенных Наций в Женеве и других международных организациях в Швейца-
рии свидетельствует свое уважение Управлению Верховного комиссара Органи-
зации Объединенных Наций по правам человека и имеет честь препроводить 
настоящим замечания правительства Греции относительно письменного заявле-
ния, датированного 25 августа 2014 года, которое было представлено неправи-
тельственной организацией Федерация турок Западной Фракии в Европе, имею-
щей специальный консультативный статус (A/HRC/27/NGO/20). 

 Постоянное представительство Греции просит Управление Верховного 
комиссара распространить прилагаемый текст* в качестве документа двадцать 
седьмой сессии Совета по правам человека по пункту 9 повестки дня. 

  

 * Воспроизводится в приложении в полученном виде только на том языке, на котором он 
был представлен. 
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Annex 

[English only] 

  Minority education in Thrace, Greece 

Greece fully respects all rights of the members of the Muslim minority in Thrace, 
including their right to education. Special social and educational policies are constantly 
implemented by the State across all levels of education: primary, secondary and tertiary. 

For instance, “The Education of the Children of the Muslim Minority in Thrace” 
programme is a policy aiming at supporting Muslim minority children in their schooling in 
terms of attendance, performance and assistance. One of the positive results of this action is 
that the number of Muslim minority girls graduating from high school has significantly 
increased. 

Moreover, a 0.5% quota of the general admission to Universities and Higher 
Technical Educational Institutes is reserved to Muslim minority students from Thrace. This 
has led to an equally significant increase of the number of Muslim minority undergraduate 
students (eightfold since 1996). Additionally, parents of Muslim children can themselves, 
as well, benefit from Greek language and culture courses, so that they will be able to 
engage more actively in their children’s education. 

Greece firmly believes that education constitutes one of the key tools enabling 
minority children to further integrate into the society they live in, while fully respecting 
their cultural diversity. Thus, Greece is complying with the provisions of the 1923 Treaty of 
Lausanne, as well as with relevant international conventions. 

School-aged children, who are members of the Muslim minority and have opted for 
minority schooling, are accommodated by 146 primary, 2 secondary and 2 religious 
(Koranic) schools. Muslim pre-schoolers can attend one of the 57 public kindergartens 
across the Region of Thrace, operating in areas where Muslim population resides. 

Greece spares no efforts in the continuous endeavour to improve existing education 
infrastructure and renew school equipment. Our policies aim at enabling every student, 
belonging to the Muslim minority, to be educated, to be guaranteed unfettered access to the 
labour market, to integrate into the society and to develop freely their personality. 

The civil society is a useful ally in this effort. The Greek Government attaches great 
importance to the dialogue with the civil society; a dialogue, which is a comprehensive 
process oriented towards guaranteeing the prosperity of and enhancing the opportunities for 
all Greek citizens in an equal manner - irrespective of their religious belief, cultural 
background or origin. Greece will continue to further explore ways and means to meet the 
needs of the Muslim minority and work for their well-being. 

    
 


