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CoBeT Mo npaBaM 4eJjioOBeKa

JBammaTs mecrasi cecCus

IIyukT 3 moBeCTKH AHS

Hoompelme H 3alHUTa BCEX MPaB Y€J0BEKA,
rpaxaIaHCKuX, NOJUTHYIECCKHUX, IKOHOMUICCKHUX,
CONMAJIbHBIX U KYJIbTYPHBIX IIPaB,

BRJIIOYasi MIPpaBO HAa Pa3BUTHUE

Bep6auabHast HoTa [I0CTOSIHHOIO MpPEACTABUTEIBCTBA
I'pennn npu Otaenenunn Oprannsanuu O0beIMHEHHBIX
Haumii B 7KeHeBe 1 Apyrux Me:xAyHapOAHbIX
opranu3zanusix B llIBeiinapuu ot 27 urons 2014 rona

Ha uMd YnpasJieHusi BepxoBHoro komuccapa
Opranuzannn O0benunennbix Hanuii mo npaBam
yeJioBeKa

[ocTossHHOE TIpeacTaBuTenbcTBO [ pennn nmpu Otnenennu Opranuzanuu O0b-
enuHeHHblXx Hauuii B XXeneBe u apyrux mMexxayHapoAHbIX opraHuzanusax B LlBeiina-
pUU CBUAETENIBCTBYET CBOE yBa)keHHE YHpaBieHHI0 BepxoBHoro komuccapa Opranu-
sanuu OO0benuHeHHBIX Hamnuii mo mpaBaM 4ego0BeKa M HACTOSIIUM MMEET YeCTh Mpes-
CTaBUTh 3aMEYaHUs NMPaBUTEIHCTBA [ peny B OTHOIIEHWH MUCBMEHHOTO 3asBICHUS
ot 26 mas 2014 rona (A/HRC/26/NGO/84), xotopoe 6bui10 npeactasieHo Depepanu-
eir Typok 3amagHoit ®pakun B EBporme, HempaBUTEILCTBEHHOW OpraHU3anuei, ooma-
JAI0IIEH crennatbHbIM KOHCYIbTaTUBHBIM CTAaTyCOM.

IMocrosstHHOE TpencTaBuTenbcTBO ['peruu mobe3Ho mpocuT YmpasieHue Bep-
XOBHOT'O KOMMCCapa PaclpOCTPaHHUTh NPUIATAEMBI TEKCT* B KadeCTBE JOKyMEHTA
nBanuaThe mectoi ceccnn CoBeTa Mo MpaBaM YEIOBEKAa B COOTBETCTBUH C IIYHKTOM 3
MTOBECTKH JHS.

BOCHpOI/I?,BO):[I/ITCf{ B NPUJIOKECHHUHU B MOJIYYEHHOM BUJIE€, TOJIBKO Ha TOM SA3bIKE, HAa KOTOPOM
OHO OBLIO npeaACTaBJICHO.
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A/HRC/26/G/8

IIpuaoxenue

[English only]

Participation of the muslim minority in Thracein Greek
publiclife

The alegations expressed in the A/HRC/26/NGO/84 document, submitted to the
HRC by the NGO "Federation of Western Thrace Turks in Europe" have little to do with
the actual participation of the Muslim minority to the governance of the local, the regional
and the national affairs. According to the above mentioned NGO, Greece is alegedly
impeding the political representation of Greek citizens of Muslim faith residing in Thracein
the decision making process at al levels due to the 3% electoral threshold.

Facts suggest otherwise; at the most recent local and regional elections of May 25,
2014 roughly 120 Greek citizens members of the Muslim Minority were elected at the local
and regional councils in Thrace; among them three mayors in the cities of Ariana, lasmos
(Rodopi constituency) and Miki (Xanthi constituency). Therefore, the participation of the
Muslim Minority in the region's local administration is far from restricted but vigorous and
active.

What is more, at the last European elections —held at the same day with the local
and regional elections— the "Democracy and Equality Party' gained a considerable part of
the ballot in the constituencies of Rodopi and Xanthi — accounting to 41,425 votes with an
overall voter turnout in the region as high as 70%.

The 3% electoral threshold is applicable in a non discriminatory way in all elections
that are held in Greece. It has never served as the obstacle to the political representation of
Greek citizens of Muslim faith residing at the region of Thrace the "Federation of Western
Thrace Turks in Europe" wishes to present. In fact, it is as early as 1927 that members of
the Muslim Minority have been members of the Hellenic Parliament. And thisis the case of
amost al parliamentary elections without the exception of the most recent; as of June 17,
2012 three members of the Muslim minority in Thrace serve as MPs in the current
Parliament with two different parties.
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