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Conseil des droits de l’homme 
Vingt-sixième session 
Point 3 de l’ordre du jour 
Promotion et protection de tous les droits de l’homme, 
civils, politiques, économiques, sociaux et culturels, 
y compris le droit au développement 

  Note verbale datée du 27 juin 2014, adressée au Haut-Commissariat 
des Nations Unies aux droits de l’homme par la Mission permanente 
de la Grèce auprès de l’Office des Nations Unies à Genève et des autres 
organisations internationales ayant leur siège en Suisse 

La Mission permanente de la Grèce auprès de l’Office des Nations Unies à Genève 
et des autres organisations internationales ayant leur siège en Suisse présente ses 
compliments au Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies aux droits de l’homme et a 
l’honneur de lui faire tenir ci-joint les observations du Gouvernement grec concernant 
l’exposé écrit, en date du 26 mai 2014, soumis par la Federation of Western Thrace Turks 
in Europe, organisation non gouvernementale dotée du statut consultatif spécial auprès du 
Conseil économique et social (A/HRC/26/NGO/84). 

La Mission permanente de la Grèce prie le Haut-Commissariat de bien vouloir faire 
distribuer le texte ci-joint* en tant que document de la vingt-sixième session du Conseil des 
droits de l’homme, au titre du point 3 de l’ordre du jour. 

  

 * Ce texte est reproduit en annexe tel qu’il a été reçu, dans la langue originale seulement. 
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Annexe 

[Anglais seulement] 

  Participation of the muslim minority in Thrace in Greek 
public life 

The allegations expressed in the A/HRC/26/NGO/84 document, submitted to the 
HRC by the NGO "Federation of Western Thrace Turks in Europe" have little to do with 
the actual participation of the Muslim minority to the governance of the local, the regional 
and the national affairs. According to the above mentioned NGO, Greece is allegedly 
impeding the political representation of Greek citizens of Muslim faith residing in Thrace in 
the decision making process at all levels due to the 3% electoral threshold. 

Facts suggest otherwise; at the most recent local and regional elections of May 25, 
2014 roughly 120 Greek citizens members of the Muslim Minority were elected at the local 
and regional councils in Thrace; among them three mayors in the cities of Ariana, lasmos 
(Rodopi constituency) and Miki (Xanthi constituency). Therefore, the participation of the 
Muslim Minority in the region's local administration is far from restricted but vigorous and 
active. 

What is more, at the last European elections —held at the same day with the local 
and regional elections— the "Democracy and Equality Party' gained a considerable part of 
the ballot in the constituencies of Rodopi and Xanthi — accounting to 41,425 votes with an 
overall voter turnout in the region as high as 70%. 

The 3% electoral threshold is applicable in a non discriminatory way in all elections 
that are held in Greece. It has never served as the obstacle to the political representation of 
Greek citizens of Muslim faith residing at the region of Thrace the "Federation of Western 
Thrace Turks in Europe" wishes to present. In fact, it is as early as 1927 that members of 
the Muslim Minority have been members of the Hellenic Parliament. And this is the case of 
almost all parliamentary elections without the exception of the most recent; as of June 17, 
2012 three members of the Muslim minority in Thrace serve as MPs in the current 
Parliament with two different parties. 

    


