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人权理事会 
第二十五届会议 
议程项目 3 
增进和保护所有人权――公民权利、政治权利、 
经济、社会和文化权利，包括发展权 

   

  由平等与人权委员会、苏格兰人权委员会和北爱尔兰人权委

员会提交的材料* 

  秘书处的说明 

 人权理事会秘书处根据理事会第 5/1 号决议附件中的议事规则第 7(b)条，在
此转发平等和人权委员会、苏格兰人权委员会和北爱尔兰人权委员会提交的

来文**，根据该条规定，国家人权机构的参与必须根据人权委员会议定的安排和
做法，包括 2005年 4月 20日的第 2005/74号决议。 

  

 * 国家人权机构具有增进和保护人权国家机构国际协调委员会的“A”级地位证书。 

 ** 转载附件，不译，附件原文照发。 
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Annex 

[English only]  

  Joint statement submitted by the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission, the Scottish Human Rights Commission and the 
Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission (A Status 
NHRIs of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland)  

  Title: Adoption of the Report of the Special Rapporteur on adequate 
housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, 
and on the right to non-discrimination in this context – Mission to the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

Mr President,  

I welcome the opportunity to present this statement in response to the report of the Special Rapporteur 
on the right to adequate housing on her mission to the UK. I make this statement in the name of the 
Equality and Human Rights Commission, the Scottish Human Rights Commission and the Northern 
Ireland Human Rights Commission, the United Kingdom’s three A status national human rights 
institutions. 

We welcome the Special Rapporteur’s report and thank her for her visit to the UK. In her report the 
Special Rapporteur highlights UK-wide concerns but also recognises the relevance of devolution in 
relation to law, policy and decision-making in the area of adequate housing. The UK’s NHRIs 
supported the Special Rapporteur’s mission with EHRC hosting a meeting with stakeholders, SHRC 
organising roundtables with civil society organisations and NIHRC facilitating a process of 
continuous engagement between local NGOs and the Special Rapporteur.  

We acknowledge the Special Rapporteur’s analysis of the impact of austerity measures, in particular 
Welfare Reform. All three NHRIs have worked on a range of concerns, including with respect to 
under-occupancy rules and limits to housing benefit, which can disproportionately affect the most 
vulnerable members of society. 

The Special Rapporteur also highlights the need to ensure the availability of appropriate and 
culturally sensitive accommodation options for Gypsy and Traveller communities across the United 
Kingdom. This is also an issue which UK NHRIs have raised in each of our jurisdictions. In addition, 
the report raises concerns regarding the particular situation in Northern Ireland, where equality and 
choice in accessing social housing remains constrained by the persistence of community divisions.  

The Special Rapporteur’s report is a very timely contribution to addressing the need for a sufficient 
and adequate supply of housing in times of austerity. The UK’s NHRIs will follow up on her 
recommendations in our ongoing work, including through the UPR mid-term report. In Scotland the 
National Action Plan for Human Rights will constitute the primary mechanism for implementation.  
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We call upon Government to carry out full assessments and evaluations as recommended by the 
Special Rapporteur; to ensure, prior to implementation, that new regulations do not discriminate 
unlawfully; and, that they protect the right to an adequate standard of living.  

We look forward, Mr President, to considering her recommendations in our future work and to further 
cooperation with the Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council.  

 

     

 

 


