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Annex 

[English only]  

  Information presented by the Scottish Human Rights 
Commission on the Report of the Independent Expert on the 
issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of 
a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment 

Mr. President,  

Distinguished delegates, 

The Scottish Human Rights Commission (SHRC) notes with appreciation the report of the 
Independent Expert on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of a 
safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment. The Commission welcomes the focus on 
identifying the legal and institutional framework that States have to adopt in order to 
protect individuals against environmental harm which interferes with the enjoyment of 
human rights.  

As an independent national human rights institution with a broad mandate to promote and 
protect human rights, SHRC is uniquely positioned to hold States accountable, to monitor 
developments and offer constructive advice and guidance on appropriate measures to 
support and strengthen environmental policy making at national level.  

SHRC welcomes the Special Rapporteur’s emphasis on policy making, the connections 
between substantive and procedural rights, the impact on vulnerable groups and the 
relationship between human rights obligations and best practices. The Independent Expert’s 
report timely covers the especially pressing environmental challenges that we face today, 
including climate change. The Commission recognises the need to integrate these issues 
into both domestic policy and practice. 

To this end, the Commission has led the development of Scotland’s first National Action 
Plan for Human Rights which will help bring about a consistent process for integration of 
relevant human rights standards in Scotland’s climate change policy and practice.  

Scotland has taken a number of steps in this area including the creation of a Climate Justice 
Fund which has supported water projects in Malawi and Zambia, and also what is 
understood to be the world’s first unanimous Parliamentary motion on Climate Justice. This 
motion recognises the intrinsic linkages between human rights, development and climate 
change. Scotland’s National Action Plan will build on these commitments and ensure that 
Scotland plays a key role in sharing with other countries its own experience of putting 
people and human rights at the heart of climate policy. 

The Commission looks forward to closely collaborating and providing any further 
information on these issues to the Independent Expert and the Council. 

    


