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Point 5 de l’ordre du jour 
Organes et mécanismes relatifs aux droits de l’homme 

  Note verbale datée du 28 mars 2014, adressée 
au Président du Conseil des droits de l’homme 
par le Représentant permanent du Canada 
auprès de l’Office des Nations Unies à Genève 

La Mission permanente du Canada auprès de l’Office des Nations Unies à Genève 
présente ses compliments au Cabinet du Président du Conseil des droits de l’homme et a 
l’honneur de lui faire tenir ci-joint une lettre datée du 21 mars 2014 que l’Ambassadeur et 
Représentant permanent du Canada auprès de l’Office des Nations Unies et de la 
Conférence du désarmement a adressée au Président du Conseil des droits de l‘homme 
(voir annexe). 

La Mission permanente du Canada prie le secrétariat de bien vouloir distribuer la 
présente note verbale et son annexe* à la vingt-cinquième session du Conseil des droits de 
l’homme, au titre du point 5 de l’ordre du jour, et aussi de l’afficher sur le site Web 
du Conseil. 

  

 * La communication est reproduite telle qu’elle a été reçue, dans la langue originale seulement. 
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Annexe 

[Anglais seulement] 

  Letter dated 21 March 2014 from the Permanent 
Representative of Canada to the United Nations Office at 
Geneva addressed to the President of the Human Rights 
Council 

Further to the concerns I raised with you at yesterday’s Western Europe and Other’s 
Group meeting about the importance of the President of the Human Rights Council 
continuing to be a champion for the full and safe participation of civil society 
representatives in our collective work, I am writing to express the Government of Canada’s 
serious concern regarding the alleged intimidation of a Canadian national, Ms Ti-Anna 
Wang, on March 19, 2014 during the Council session on China’s UPR adoption. 

The Government of Canada is extremely troubled by this case – which we view as 
an act of potential intimidation against Ms. Wang. 

Based on the information we have received to date, we understand that a 
representative of an ECOSOC accredited organization called “China Association for 
Preservation and Development of Tibetan Culture” took pictures of Ms Ti-Anna Wang, her 
computer screen and belongings in the Council Chamber.  This is in direct contravention of 
warnings posted in Room XX. 

We appreciate the quick reaction of UN Security in escorting the individual out of 
the Chamber, verifying that such pictures had indeed been taken and requiring their 
deletion.  Unfortunately, it appears that the NGO representative in question was then 
allowed to return to the Council. 

The role of civil society in the effective functioning of the Human Rights Council is 
fundamental, and has been emphasized by the Council on several occasions including in 
HRC resolution 5/1. Your leadership therefore in ensuring a safe and enabling environment 
is vital. In this regard, I would like to respectfully request that you: 

(1.) Make a public statement in the HRC condemning any form of intimidation 
and harassment of civil society representatives; 

(2.) Ensure that this incident is investigated by UNOG to determine whether the 
NGO in question should have their credentials reviewed; 

(3.) Bring this incident to the attention of the relevant UN mechanisms dealing 
with reprisals against human rights defenders. 

I would like to express my appreciation for your attention to this issue, and would 
ask that you circulate this and the annex thereto as a document of the Human Rights 
Council under Agenda Item 5. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 (Signed) Elissa Golberg 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 

    


