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Human rights in Bahrain

The human rights situation in Bahrain has rapidiyedorated over the past few years,
particularly following the -democracy revolutiorathbegan in February 2011. In a context
of domestic and international impunity, the Bahrgjavernment continues to escalate its
crackdown against peaceful protestors. Civil lilesit including the freedoms of speech,
press, assembly, association, and religion andefpedilso remain subject to serious
violations. Security forces continue to use exieesforce against peaceful protesters
during pro-democracy demonstrations. The Bahraimtégor Human Rights (BCHR) has

also documented numerous recent cases in whicrerw#i were arbitrarily arrested on

charges related to freedom of expression; they wletained, tortured, and subjected to
unfair trials which led to harsh sentences in numercases. Restrictions on civil liberties,
including freedom of speech, press, assembly, &gsmt and some religious practices.
Human trafficking and restrictions on the rightsfafeign workers continue to be seen in
Bahrain as well. Those responsible for committinghan rights violations, especially those
in high positions in the government, not only engmaranteed impunity but have in some
cases been promoted and rewarded.

The government of Bahrain has committed to implagingnreforms on numerous
occasions. For instance, King Hamad bin Isa Al Kaapledged to implement the
recommendations of the Bahrain Independent Comamissi Inquiry (BICI)'s November
2011 report to address violations. The reportd@ttiuded that security forces committed
serious, widespread, and systematic violationsnatjgirotesters while suppressing pro-
democracy protests in February and March 2011udtey thousands of arbitrary arrests,
systematic torture and ill-treatment of detaineasd routinely denying defendants
guarantees of fair trials. Similarly, in resporeethe Universal Periodic Review (UPR)
recommendations made on September 12, Salah AlraiBds Minister of State for Human
Rights, stated that the government fully accept#48 df the 176 recommendations, while
rejecting 20 others. The recommendations acceptdthhrain included more than a dozen
calling on the government to hold security forcesaauntable for rights abuses, including
unjustified killings and mistreatment of detaine@s government custody. Other
recommendations called for the immediate releaseprifoners convicted solely for
exercising their rights to peaceful assembly ange fispeech during pro-democracy
demonstrations in February and March 2011 .

The government’s supposed reforms are largely fodrand its promises to carry out
such changes have been widely criticized by natiawaups and the international
community as ringing hollow. For the past two anda#f years, the Bahraini government
has failed to uphold its pledges to improve the &nmghts situation in the country by
implementing the recommendations of both the UPREICI. Worse still, the government
recently took actions to legalize the suppressibaral human rights violations against
activists and protesters. The recommendations miayglethe National Assembly’s
extraordinary session, which was recently held iszuss imposing harsher punishments
under the 2006 Law on the Protection of Societynfrécts of Terrorism, included
increasing the detention period or revoking citsddép for anyone found guilty of
“committing or inciting an act of terrorism” — aatise which can easily be used against
protestors or activists. These recommendations misluded banning peaceful sit-ins,
rallies and gatherings in the capital city of Mamar®n 31 July 2013, a royal decree was
issued to amend the above-mentioned law in accoedaith these recommendations.

What is currently happening on the ground in Bahcain be considered an informal return
to the state of martial law. The BCHR has monitaad documented massive violations to
human rights that are still being conducted bydeeurity forces, and the nature of these
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practices is similar to that of the actions takgnthese forces during the three months of
the so-called “State of National Safety” in 201h; some instances they could be
considered worse.

Examples of these practices include the following

» The Prime Minister visited police officer Mubaralerb Huwail, who had been
accused of torture and acquitted, to thank himHer work and guarantee him
impunity

Increased arrests and torture of human rightsiatgj\photographers, and bloggers .

* Random raids of homes, attacks on and beatingsegifients, and vandalizing
property and stealing cash and valuables.

Arbitrarily arresting people, mostly during the lgamorning around dawn, while
beating them and their relatives, vandalizing hdreeatents and withholding the
fate of those arrested for a period of time, oryitegnthat they are in detention.

» Deploying checkpoints and attacking people passimgpugh them who are
suspected of supporting the opposition, or basetheinreligion.

 Placing a siege around areas using barbed wirgsewent residents from leaving
their neighborhoods to join central protests whelege numbers of security forces
and foot patrols terrorize and spread fear in thgufation.

» Wide, extensive and unjustified use of shotgundadawith pellets against civilians
and peaceful protestors.

 Breaking into the cars and the private propertgitifens to steal mobile phones and
other valuables.

e Excessive use of tear gas, including shooting temsisdeliberately at houses —
teargas has been the leading cause of death asilaatgovernment abuses in the
last two and a half years.

» Preventing peaceful gatherings and marches by usxegssive force and brutal
violence against demonstrators.

« Attacking and vandalizing Shiite mosques and pladegorship.

Recommendations to the HRC
Adopt a resolution that:

e condemns on-going human rights violations in Bahrand call on Bahraini
authorities

« to launch independent and impartial investigatiots such violations, including
« allegations of torture in detentipn

» Urge Babhrain to free all individuals imprisonededplfor expressing the rights to
freedom of expression and peaceful assembly

» Express regret that the visit of the Special Rajguoron torture was once more
postponed and call upon Bahrain to cooperate wittcial Procedures as previously
pledged, in particular by promptly facilitating thésits of the Special Rapporteurs
on torture, on freedom of association and assenalplgl, on the situation of human
rights defendets
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Welcome the work of the Bahrain International Cosion of Inquiry and call for
its recommendations, in particular those on acchility, to be implemented
quickly;

Call upon Bahrain to agree on a programme of cadjmer with the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights; and

Ask the OHCHR to report back on the implementatiminthe resolution at
subsequent session of the Council.

Pressure the Bahraini government to implementdheviing :

Immediately end on-going human rights violations

To immediately end the violent repression of priste® completely cease use of
birdshot and excessive tear gas, and to recogheéundamental right to freedom
of association

Unconditionally release political prisoners and ¢mel practices of torture, arbitrary
detention, and incommunicado detention

Take measures to ensure the reinstatement ofralineng workers and employees
who were dismissed from their workplace for pealtgfaxercising their right to
freedom of expression, political opinion, and adsigm

To ensure that workers illegitimately fired for ithpolitical opinions are reinstated
in the same positions, with the same contractg,ttiey are fully compensated and
to discontinue the signing of pledges in which thew to not engage in any
political or civil organizations

To end the harassment and intimidation of humantsigefenders, political activists
and journalists

To allow access by local and international joustalito activists, protest sites,
hospitals and other public institutigns

To immediately withdraw all factions of the armyoirin Salmaniya Medical
Complex, and allow people access to medical catfeowi fear of reprisajs

To grant reparations to the families of those Hiller left disabled by serious
injuries

To initiate a rehabilitation center for victimstofture

Rebuild an independent justice system

Create a judicial system that operates independeribth financially and
administratively, and is impartial and transpatiarits proceedings; to ensure that it
is never again used as a political tool of theestat

Address the root causes of the conflict

Facilitate political reconciliation in the form démocratic transitian

To recognize that human rights are best protecteal democratic political system
where there is accountability and transparency



A/HRC/24/NGO/98

e To include in any plans for reconciliation, the opjion leaders have been
imprisoned and abused in their struggle for denmcra

» To grant reparations to the families of those Killer left disabled by serious
injuries

» To initiate a rehabilitation center for victimstofture




