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Contradiction of unilateral and multilateral sanctionswith
right to development principles

In its first article, the UN General Assembly Deelion on the Right to Development
(1986) defines the right to development as followiie right to development is n
inalienable human right by virtue of which everyntan person and all peoples are entitled
to participate in, contribute to, and enjoy ecomgmsocial, cultural and political
development, in which all human rights and fundatalefieedoms can be fully realised.”
In fact the right to development in this definitibas roots in the fundamental concepts of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Conventions.

Respecting different views regarding "justice" dddty" of the right to development, the

ODVV deems this group of rights and part of ther@iiGeneration of Human Rights, and
sees it as a "right". From this aspect, not ongy riight to development is a legal concept,
but it is also seen as factors in the realisatiomuonan rights; in a way that we believe that
if there is no development or not be in a propodicall inclusive form, the realisation of

human rights will rarely take place.

With this approach, whatever is an obstacle invthg of the development of society from
five political, civil, economic, social and cultliraspects with the right to development
principles, and more importantly, contradicts thwe fundamental human rights covenants
frameworks.

In fact, examples of the right to development carséen in may human rights treaties and
conventions. Articles 15(2) and 15(4) of the In&dional Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights, name development as a righticl& 15(2) speaks of provisions for the
full implementation These commitments include ®seey measures for the provision,
protection and development and promotion of scieaod culture. The main pivot is
science and culture which must be considered igetlstages of protection, development
and promotion. 15(4) deals with the recognitionstdte parties to the covenant of the
benefits from encouragement and expansion of catiper and international
communication with regards to science and culturel.

Also the introduction of the Convention on the Bhation of all Forms of Discrimination
against Women states: "...the full and completesltgpment of a country, the welfare of
the world and the cause of peace require the maximarticipation of women on equal
terms with men in all fields " This paragraph coless development in all dimensions, due
to a comprehensive concept that with its uniqueattaristic is not possible without the
integrated participation of women.

In many other human rights treaties, wherever thawerd of the necessity of mankind to
improve and promote children, women, disabled,elderly and minorities' condition, the
necessity for the bringing about of suitable candg for these situations as "inherent and
human rights". For the preservation of human digaitd preservation and bringing about
the conditions for a decent life, people have tlghtrto through proportionate - not
necessarily equal - enjoy the conditions. With tmismind, the ODVV believes the
imposition of unilateral and multilateral sanctioissthe blatant violation of the right to
development. We believe that sanctions quickly rdgsthe political, economic, social,
cultural and civil infrastructures of a healthy g, and this is in the event that the true
reasons behind sanctions, are more political nahae being legal, which will have more
destructive effects.

In our view regarding the contradiction of sancsiavith the right to development a number
of points can be raised:
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 a) According to paragraph 2 of Article 1 and alspagraph 55 of the Charter of the
United Nations, unilateral sanctions in a way haegative effects on the right of
the citizens of the target state in the right 6 determination. At the same time the
punishing sanctions, affect the right to developtmathe target state, and in the
long and short run threaten this right.

e b) Human Rights Council Resolution A/IHRC/RES/19(38 April, 2012) clearly
bans unilateral coercive measures in the form ohemic pressures against a state.
Paragraph 3 of the resolution states: "Condemnsdhgnued unilateral application
and enforcement by certain powers of such measases$ools of political or
economic pressure against any country, particulagginst developing countries,
with a view to preventing these countries from eigng their right to decide, of
their own free will, their own political, economénd social systems:"

 Article 9 of the resolution states: "Underlines tfaet that unilateral coercive
measures are one of the main obstacles to the nimepition of the Declaration on
the Right to Development and, in this regard, cap®n all States to avoid the
unilateral imposition of economic coercive measuds the extraterritorial
application of domestic laws that run counter te firinciples of free trade and
hamper the development of developing countries:"

e ¢) In the general opinion presented by the Commitia Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights in 2007 regarding the link betwestonomic sanctions and the
respect of economic, social and cultural rightsyrfaghts (right to life, right to
enjoyment of suitable living standards (food, hagsand medical care), right to
freedom from hunger and right to health are deeasethe main measures for the
determination of the legality levels of econominia#ons. On this basis, it can be
concluded that whenever these sanctions violatebtiese rights, their inhumanity
and contradiction of sanctions with human righiag@ples will be more justifiable.

» d) The banning of the use of economic and sanctiools against a state and also
criticism of aggressive and non-cooperative apghea have repeatedly and
glancingly been mentioned in other internationatwdoents. For example the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and @altRights in articles 7, 11, 12,
13, 14, 15, and 18 speak of rights such as thé righave fair and suitable working
conditions, the right to a decent living and rigbtfood, clothing and adequate
housing, education, and a right to enjoy advanceinescience and technology, the
right to enjoy the benefits of the art. These insts show the importance of these
rights and the necessity to respect the most beksitons between states.

The ODVV believes that the important point that s noted when studying the effects
of sanctions on human rights, is the reiterationmany documents on the effects of
unilateral (like the ones imposed by the Unitedeédtagainst Iran on the pretext of nuclear
activities) sanctions on the human rights of thigdtstate. In fact lesser attention has been
given to the study of the effects of multilaterali¢h as the ones imposed by the United
Nations Security Council and the European Unioniregalran) sanctions within
international documents. This is in instances wlaestate, such as Iran, is subjected to both
types of sanctions at the same time, and it makiegoossible to distinguish the effects of
negative sanctions on the human rights of the geopliran, while increasing the bad
effects of sanctions, receiving their feedback rieutral international observers is very
difficult.

It must not be forgotten the issuing of four samtsi documents alone in 2011, and also 5
sanctions documents in 2012 by the United Stases, fiecord unprecedented in the last
three decades. These records have been matchbé ByJttoo, where from the beginning
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of 2013 the total number of Iranian institutionsving sanctions imposed on them 40 and
the total number of Iranian nationals who have tmactioned has reached 105.

It must be said that among the America imposedtsars; one of the strangest ones, is the
new sanctions that were imposed in February 20t#chwput pressure on countries that
imported oil from Iran, where the money for the ghased oil would be kept in bank

accounts in these countries and only be releasedui@hasing necessary goods for Iran.
This factor alongside the numerous problems crelagefimerica and the EU in the transfer

of money in Iran, has resulted in the import of snaital goods, medicines in particular to

be disrupted, and Iran's choice to buy drugs tordstricted to a number of specific

countries.

Associating sanctions with the right to developmienthis statement, the ODVV tied to

point out in brief the hidden and visible effecfsuailateral and multilateral measures of a
limited number of countries against another UN membtate, which no body or

international document has managed to prove aslorein the peaceful nuclear activities
of Iran. We believe the sanctions have had a huegative effect on the right to

development of the people of Iran; and we call uplom Security Council to adopt a
practical measure in the form of a resolution dsing the subject in the Council and
review the negative consequences of these meaamdgyrevent the continuation of the
use of these tools to put political pressures amtrées.




