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Human Rights in Lebanon

The human rights situation in Lebanon is rapidlyederating due to internal strife fueled
by the spillover of the Syrian crisis. Moreovere tresignation of Prime Minister Najib
Mikati, the dismantlement of his government at #wd of the March 2013 and the
Parliament's decision to renew its own mandate &y N013 have further entrenched
Lebanon in a political deadlock with negative imjgafor the state of human rights in the
country.

Acts of violence and terrorism arising from seaarand political tensions are not new to
Lebanon, and civilians bear the brunt of violerdsties that have left hundreds dead in
recent months throughout the country. The Cairditlite for Human Rights Studies
(CIHRS) calls on the Lebanese government to takenetessary measures to protect
residents from the recurrence of such acts by gamianore trained security forces in the
affected areas, rather than waiting until clashest $0 dispatch these forces. Violence
committed in recent years reveals a trend to tespetific areas by some armed political
groups aiming to intimidate and terrorize Lebanarsidents. The consistent failure of the
Lebanese government to take adequate measuresotiectpagainst and deter constant
shelling and targeting of civilians constitutesialation to the obligations of the state of
Lebanon under international law.

In the northern town of Tripoli, fierce clashesweén the two neighborhoods of Bab Al
Tabbeneh and Jabal Mohsen, two rival neighborheddsh have been at odds since the
Lebanese Civil War and which have witnessed renaemsions since the beginning of the
Syrian revolution, have left over thirty people demd over two hundred people wounded.
Clashes in Tripoli between these two rival facti@ositinued since 2011 for political and
sectarian reasons: while Jabal Mohsen, mostly itdthlby Alawites, strongly supports
Bashar Al Assad, Bab Al Tabbaneh, a Sunni neightmmath has pledged allegiance to
factions of the Syrian opposition. Light arms, maehguns, and rocket-propelled grenades
have been used throughout the ongoing conflictingitcivilians and causing damage to
property. Fighting between supporters and opporhiise current Syrian government has
also reached other parts of Tripoli. Indeed, @ash Tripoli's souks in June 2013 between
Salafists supporting Syrian rebels and the Syriatiddal Socialist Party, loyal to Bashar
Al-Assad, have led to a deployment of the Lebameasey on Tripoli's main streetsArmy
units launched a crackdown on Jabal Mohsen and Aafabbeneh gunmen at the
beginning of June, removing barricades and sandbagsthe neighborhoodsHowever,
this constant stream of violence has led to a grgwieapons trade in the city, with
civilians and families arming themselves and swaitliocal disputes through the use of
force, which has the effect of further heightenig insecurity in Tripoli. While the
government continues to declare that it will firndgal with the situation, the presence of
the army and police has so far proven unable ttadoflare-ups of violence and to restore
lasting calm and security to the city.

In June 2013 in the southern town of Saida, imisighborhood of Abra, clashes took place
between supporters of Salafist leader Ahmad Assit the Resistance Brigades, a pro-
Hezbollah group, leaving 17 Lebanese soldiers amddivilians dead, over 50 civilians
wounded, and several dozen gunmen kifidthe Lebanese Army stormed Ahmad Assir’s
residential complex following an attack on the iitagion by Assir's supporters. The

1 http://www.moim.gov.lb/Ul/news/news1195.html, httpww.lebarmy.gov.lb/ar
2 http://www.moim.gov.lb/Ul/news/news1193.html
3 http://www.lebarmy.gov.lb/ar/
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operation led to sixty-five gunmen, including selenon-Lebanese nationals, either
surrendering or being captured by army uhiReports from residents who had to flee the
Saida suburb of Abra indicate that some suppoméréhmad Assir used civilians as
human shields by hiding in residential buildingsl @ahus endangering civilians’ lives, in
contravention of international humanitarian and honnights law.However, despite the
army’s intervention, the security situation in Saigmains volatile, with sectarian attacks
being carried out by certain groups and occasidlaaé-ups of violence during sit-ins
supporting different armed groups threatening itressland safety of townspeople.

Terrorist acts in the Beirut suburb of Dahyieh, ethis portrayed as being a stronghold of
Hezbollah and which indeed houses several offiédheoparty, have claimed the lives of
24 civilians and wounded around 400. In May 2038¢ trockets launched from hills
overlooking Beirut struck the neighbourhood, impgrifour Syrian workers. On July 9,
2013, a car bhomb exploded while the car was pairkélde lot of the Islamic Co-op in the
residential area of Bir El Abed in South Beirut,umding at least 53 peoplelhis terrorist
act was claimed by a little-known Syrian rebel grocalling itself the ‘Special Forces 313
Brigade’. The attack seems to have come in rei@tiaigainst Hezbollah's involvement in
Syria in support of Bashar Al-Assad. On August 213, another bomb went off between
the neighborhoods of Roueiss and Bir El Abed, riglli24 people and injuring over 336
This attack was claimed by yet another unknownadygroup by the name of Aisha Umm
al-Mouemeneefl. The blast occurred next to the Sayyed al-Shuhamfaplex, where
Hezbollah often holds mass rallies. Investigati@me currently ongoing in Lebanon,
although no arrests have been made so far. Hehlwliavolvement in Syria and the
subsequent bombings that followed have also fuethdrebanese internal tensions and
divides as several Lebanese political actors haeesed Hezbollah of dragging Lebanon
into the Syrian conflict, thus putting the courdyrisk of increased violence.

Lebanon must immediately adopt a clear and coheswategy to seize weapons from
gunmen and armed non-state actors and to ensuffaithend independent prosecution of
all those responsible for the shooting and shellihgivilians. In this context, the Lebanese
army should abide by international standards amdpdetely refrain from committing acts
of torture and ill-treatment in custody.

Recent reports have documented cases of tortureilaimdatment perpetrated by the
Lebanese military in the aftermath of the June hdasin Said¥ and Sidouf. These
practices, if not immediately stopped and inveséda could help fuel the conflict in
Lebanon.
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http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Local-News/20181324/221395-fierce-clashes-rock-south-
lebanon-city-for-second-day.ashx#ixzz2cbgZAlg2
http://www.almanar.com.lb/english/adetails.phpffral=2&cid=14&frid=23
&seccatid=14&eid=101039

http://english.alahednews.com.lb/essaydetails @idp24064&cid=385#.UhYIH5LDB-c
http://www.almanar.com.lb/english/adetails.phpffval=2&cid=14&frid=23&
seccatid=14&eid=106357

http://english.alahednews.com.lb/essaydetails @idp24064&cid=385#.UhYIH5LDB-c
http://www.lebanese-forces.com/2013/08/22/hezbefjamble/,
http://www.almanar.com.Ib/english/adetails.php?&i@Z017&cid=23&fromval=1&frid=23&seccatid
=148&s1=1

http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/07/17/lebanon-invgate-army-beatings-death-custody
http://www.amnesty.org/en/for-media/press-reledsieanon-death-custody-and-torture-claims-must-
be-investigated-2013-07-09
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According to the UN High Commissioner for Refugeasyund 1,000,000 Syrians are
currently in Lebanon, among them around 700,000geds, housed for the most part with
private households or in schools and makeshiftsteAs the increased flow of Syrian
refugees adds pressure to the already difficulhertc, political, and social situation in
Lebanon, Syrian refugees face increasing discritisinaLebanon has not ratified the 1951
UN Convention on the Status of Refugees, thus fepvefugees in legal limbo and
increasing their vulnerability. Moreover, discrimtory policies such as curfews
specifically target Syrians. Indeed, municipal awities in small villages and towns such
as Boutchai, Bhamdoun and Kfardebian have enaaetkds requiring foreigners to stay
indoors after a certain time in the evenings uié morning. Even though the Lebanese
Minister of Interior has deemed that the curfewshtve no legal basis, such policies
remain in placé® Syrians are also being accused of causing sfofeinstance, Syrians
were recently accused of siding with Salafists miyithe latest clashes in Saidd.ebanese
human rights defenders are advocating for the diatioa of these curfews, arguing that
they do nothing but promote further distrust argkiurity™

The Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies therefurges the Human Rights Council to:

» Urge Lebanon to fulfill its responsibility to pratethe human rights of all people
residing on its territory, including by carrying toits duty to disarm all armed
groups acting on its territories;

» Condemn the terrorist acts perpetrated againdtarigiand civilian targets;

» Urge Lebanon to investigate and prosecute thogmonsgble for acts of torture in
Lebanese prisons;

» Express concern over the discriminatory treatmanmfeted at Syrian refugees;

» Encourage Lebanon to sign and ratify the 1951 UMwEation on the Status of
Refugees;

» Urge the international community to increase aid anpport to Syrian refugees in
Lebanon and to Lebanon in order to allow the coutdrbetter handle the influx of
refugees.
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http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.ptipPP2 (This government estimate includes Syrian
workers and their families and other Syrians of mse&ho have not registered with UNHCR)
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/05/28/avertingissyrian-refugees-in-lebanon/géwd
http://www.economist.com/blogs/pomegranate/20134dvan-refugees
http://www.voiceofsyria.com/slider/syrian-refugdese-every-discrimination-in-lebanon/ 'Human
rights activists like Farah Kobeissi have been tlpcandemning such discriminatory laws aiming at
refugees whose lives are at risk. Kobeissi, a gfistat the Lebanese Observatory for the Rights of
Workers and Employees, says: “Unfortunately, thiedmeese municipalities’ decision contribute to
lack or trust and enhance insecurity.”



