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Совет по правам человека 
Двадцать четвертая сессия 
Пункты 3 и 4 повестки дня 
Поощрение и защита всех прав человека,  
гражданских, политических, экономических, 
социальных и культурных прав, 
включая право на развитие 

Ситуации в области прав человека,  
требующие внимания со стороны Совета 

  Письмо Постоянного представителя  
Азербайджанской Республики при Отделении 
Организации Объединенных Наций и других 
международных организациях в Женеве  
от 24 июля 2013 году на имя Председателя  
Совета по правам человека 

 Я хотел бы обратить Ваше внимание на вопрос о незаконных посещениях 
оккупированного Нагорно-Карабахского региона и других близлежащих терри-
торий Азербайджанской Республики. 

 В этой связи я был бы весьма Вам признателен за распространение моего 
письма и приложения к нему* в качестве документа двадцать четвертой сессии 
Совета по правам человека по пунктам 3 и 4 повестки дня. 

(Подпись) Д-р Н. Мурад Наджафбейли 
Посол, Постоянный представитель 

  

 * Распространено в полученном виде только на том языке, на котором оно было 
представлено. 
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Annex 

[English only] 

The ongoing armed conflict between the Republic of Armenia and the Republic of Azerbai-
jan in and around the Nagorno Karabakh region of the Republic of Azerbaijan has resulted 
in the occupation of almost one fifth of the territory of Azerbaijan and has made approxi-
mately one out of every nine persons in the country an internally displaced person or refu-
gee. As it is well-known, almost 20 per cent of the internationally recognized territories of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan, including its Nagorno Karabakh region and seven adjacent dis-
tricts still remain under illegal occupation of the armed forces of the Republic of Armenia, 
which conducted total ethnic cleansing against the original Azerbaijani population. Due to 
the occupation, almost 1 million Azerbaijanis are still deprived of their inalienable right to 
return and enjoy their homes and properties both in the Republic of Armenia per se and the 
occupied territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
In that regard, it should be reminded that the Republic of Armenia bears the primary re-
sponsibility for unleashing the war against the Republic of Azerbaijan, occupying its terri-
tories, committing the most serious crimes of concern to the international community dur-
ing the conflict, carrying out an ethnic cleansing on a massive scale and establishing the 
ethnically constructed subordinate separatist entity on the occupied territories of Azerbai-
jan.  
It has been internationally recognized that the territories of Azerbaijan are under occupa-
tion. In 1993, the United Nations Security Council adopted resolutions 822, 853, 874 and 
884 condemning the use of force for the acquisition of territory and reaffirming the sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of Azerbaijan. In these resolutions, the Secu-
rity Council recognizes also that the Nagorno Karabakh region is a part of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan and calls for immediate, full and unconditional withdrawal of the occupying 
forces from all occupied territories of Azerbaijan. The United Nations General Assembly 
and other international organizations have adopted a similar position. 
The illegality of the separatist entity and its structures, established by the Republic of Ar-
menia on the occupied territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan has been repeatedly stated 
at the international level in the most unambiguous manner. This entity is entirely unrecog-
nized as such, even by Armenia itself and is essentially under the direction and control of 
the Republic of Armenia.  
Despite ongoing political efforts towards the negotiated settlement of the conflict on the ba-
sis of the generally accepted norms and principles of international law, the Republic of Ar-
menia spares no effort to propagate the illegal regime established in the occupied territories 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan aiming at consolidation of the results of its continuous use of 
force against the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the Republic of Azerbaijan.  
Thus, in its attempts to promote the illegal separatist entity at the international level, the 
Republic of Armenia uses each and every possibility to mislead the citizens of the foreign 
countries, in particular the staff and representatives of international organizations, as well 
as government officials, parliamentarians and media to visit the occupied Azerbaijani terri-
tories without the prior permission of the relevant Azerbaijani authorities. In almost all such 
instances, the Armenian side introduces the visits of foreigners to the occupied territories 
and their meetings with the separatist regime as allegedly reflecting “the growing interna-
tional reputation and recognition” of the separatist entity. 
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The Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan has repeatedly stated in this regard that any 
visits by third-country nationals to the occupied Nagorno Karabakh region and surrounding 
territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan, without authorization of the Government of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan and their unsanctioned contacts with the separatist regime are unac-
ceptable and unlawful ab initio. The Republic of Azerbaijan considers such visits and con-
tacts by third-country government officials and parliamentarians, as well as by the staff and 
representatives of international organizations and media as unfriendly act directed against 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of Azerbaijan.  
It is to be reminded that the subordinate separatist regime has been set up in the occupied 
territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan at the cost of incalculable human lives and suffer-
ings. It has been established that acts of military force committed against the Republic of 
Azerbaijan amount to war crimes, crimes against humanity and other egregious violations 
of norms of general international law, in particular those of a peremptory character (jus co-
gens). Therefore, illegal visits to the Nagorno Karabakh region and other occupied territo-
ries of the Republic of Azerbaijan may be qualified as being tantamount to engaging in ac-
tivities aimed at promoting the illegal separatist regime, advocating the culture of impunity 
for the most serious crimes of concern to the international community in the course of war 
and consolidating the results of the aggression by the Republic of Armenia against the Re-
public of Azerbaijan.  
Moreover, as is known, a fragile ceasefire in the conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan 
was put in place in May 1994. However, the Armenian side regularly and deliberately vio-
lates the ceasefire by attacking and killing Azerbaijani militaries as well as civilians resid-
ing in the territories adjacent to the front line. Over the last years, such violations and 
armed provocations have become more frequent and violent. Therefore, despite formal 
ceasefire, the Nagorno Karabakh region and other occupied territories of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan represent none other than a zone of ongoing hostilities, with active terrorist and 
related organized crime activity, and are also heavily mined. In this regard, it has to be re-
minded that the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan is unable to guarantee personal 
security of those visiting these territories and third countries cannot offer consular services 
to their citizens there.  
Taking into consideration the abovementioned, the Government of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan informs that the unauthorized illegal visits to the Nagorno Karabakh region and other 
occupied territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan run contrary to the norms and principles 
of the international law and national legislation, especially the Law on State Borders of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan. In this regard, the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan has 
explicitly called the foreign nationals to refrain themselves from travelling to the occupied 
Azerbaijani territories without permission of the relevant authorities of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan. The Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan, through appropriate channels, 
declared that foreign nationals who illegally visited the occupied territories will be denied 
the entry to the Republic of Azerbaijan. This should be seen as a legitimate deterrence 
measure taken by the Republic of Azerbaijan in response to the violation of its state bor-
ders. Thus, third-country nationals visiting the Nagorno Karabakh region and other occu-
pied territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan, without the prior authorization of the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Azerbaijan, are included in the list of persona non grata (list of 
undesirable, unwelcome persons) and their entry to the Republic of Azerbaijan is denied.  
The Republic of Azerbaijan expects that Governments, as well as intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations, media outlets will continue advising their citizens, includ-
ing government officials and members of parliament, as well as personnel or staff members, 
as appropriate, against visiting the Nagorno Karabakh region and other occupied territories 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as well as will take additional measures, as may be required, 
including through issuing special instructions and guidance, to prevent their citizens, in-
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cluding government officials and members of parliament, as well as personnel or staff 
members, as appropriate, from visiting these territories without prior authorization of the 
Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

    


