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Letter dated 24 July 2013 from the Permanent
Representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan to thé&Jnited
Nations Office and other international organizatiors in
Geneva addressed to the President of the Human Righ
Council

I would like to draw your attention to the issue iltégal visits to the occupied
Nagorno Karabakh region and other surroundingtteteis of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

In this regard, | would be most appreciative if yoauld kindly circulate my letter
and its annexas a document of the twenty-fourth session of tkenah Rights Council
under agenda items 3 and 4.

S¢@ned) Dr. Murad N. Najafbayli

Ambassador, Permanent Reptatea

" Circulated as received, in the language of submissidy.
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Annex

[English only]

The ongoing armed conflict between the RepublicAomenia and the Republic of
Azerbaijan in and around the Nagorno Karabakh regiothe Republic of Azerbaijan has
resulted in the occupation of almost one fifth lné territory of Azerbaijan and has made
approximately one out of every nine persons indbentry an internally displaced person
or refugee. As it is well-known, almost 20 per cefitthe internationally recognized
territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan, includiits Nagorno Karabakh region and seven
adjacent districts still remain under illegal ocatipn of the armed forces of the Republic
of Armenia, which conducted total ethnic cleansiagainst the original Azerbaijani
population. Due to the occupation, almost 1 millizerbaijanis are still deprived of their
inalienable right to return and enjoy their homesl properties both in the Republic of
Armenia per se and the occupied territories ofRbpublic of Azerbaijan.

In that regard, it should be reminded that the R&puwf Armenia bears the primary
responsibility for unleashing the war against thepéiblic of Azerbaijan, occupying its
territories, committing the most serious crimescohcern to the international community
during the conflict, carrying out an ethnic cleagson a massive scale and establishing the
ethnically constructed subordinate separatist yentth the occupied territories of
Azerbaijan.

It has been internationally recognized that theritteies of Azerbaijan are under
occupation. In 1993, the United Nations Securityn@nl adopted resolutions 822, 853, 874
and 884 condemning the use of force for the adipmsif territory and reaffirming the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Repuldf Azerbaijan. In these resolutions, the
Security Council recognizes also that the Nagorravaliakh region is a part of the
Republic of Azerbaijan and calls for immediate] fahd unconditional withdrawal of the
occupying forces from all occupied territories afefbaijan. The United Nations General
Assembly and other international organizations red@pted a similar position.

The illegality of the separatist entity and itsustures, established by the Republic of
Armenia on the occupied territories of the RepuldfcAzerbaijan has been repeatedly
stated at the international level in the most urigodus manner. This entity is entirely
unrecognized as such, even by Armenia itself anes&entially under the direction and
control of the Republic of Armenia.

Despite ongoing political efforts towards the néafed settlement of the conflict on the
basis of the generally accepted norms and prireipfanternational law, the Republic of
Armenia spares no effort to propagate the illegalime established in the occupied
territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan aiming @nsolidation of the results of its
continuous use of force against the territoriaggnity and sovereignty of the Republic of
Azerbaijan.

Thus, in its attempts to promote the illegal sefistr&ntity at the international level, the
Republic of Armenia uses each and every possittiitgnislead the citizens of the foreign
countries, in particular the staff and represematiof international organizations, as well
as government officials, parliamentarians and mediavisit the occupied Azerbaijani

territories without the prior permission of theenedint Azerbaijani authorities. In almost all
such instances, the Armenian side introduces tlésvbf foreigners to the occupied
territories and their meetings with the separatigime as allegedly reflecting “the growing
international reputation and recognition” of theamtist entity.

The Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan hgeatedly stated in this regard that any
visits by third-country nationals to the occupiedddrno Karabakh region and surrounding
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territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan, withcathorization of the Government of the
Republic of Azerbaijan and their unsanctioned ctistawith the separatist regime are
unacceptable and unlawful ab initio. The Repubfidperbaijan considers such visits and
contacts by third-country government officials gratliamentarians, as well as by the staff
and representatives of international organizatiand media as unfriendly act directed
against the sovereignty and territorial integritytee Republic of Azerbaijan.

It is to be reminded that the subordinate sepanagme has been set up in the occupied
territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan at thest®f incalculable human lives and
sufferings. It has been established that acts fitlanyi force committed against the Republic
of Azerbaijan amount to war crimes, crimes agaihsmanity and other egregious
violations of norms of general international law, particular those of a peremptory
character(jus cogens). Therefore, illegal visits to the Nagorno Karabakigion and other
occupied territories of the Republic of Azerbaijaay be qualified as being tantamount to
engaging in activities aimed at promoting the @dlegeparatist regime, advocating the
culture of impunity for the most serious crimescohcern to the international community
in the course of war and consolidating the resoftshe aggression by the Republic of
Armenia against the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Moreover, as is known, a fragile ceasefire in tbeflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan
was put in place in May 1994. However, the Armengiahe regularly and deliberately
violates the ceasefire by attacking and killing Amgjani militaries as well as civilians
residing in the territories adjacent to the franel Over the last years, such violations and
armed provocations have become more frequent amlénti Therefore, despite formal
ceasefire, the Nagorno Karabakh region and otheuped territories of the Republic of
Azerbaijan represent none other than a zone ofingdwstilities, with active terrorist and
related organized crime activity, and are also lgawined. In this regard, it has to be
reminded that the Government of the Republic of rBagan is unable to guarantee
personal security of those visiting these terrégsrand third countries cannot offer consular
services to their citizens there.

Taking into consideration the abovementioned, thevegBhment of the Republic of
Azerbaijan informs that the unauthorized illegalitd to the Nagorno Karabakh region and
other occupied territories of the Republic of Azgjn run contrary to the norms and
principles of the international law and nationagistation, especially the Law on State
Borders of the Republic of Azerbaijan. In this nejahe Government of the Republic of
Azerbaijan has explicitly called the foreign natitsto refrain themselves from travelling
to the occupied Azerbaijani territories without ipéssion of the relevant authorities of the
Republic of Azerbaijan. The Government of the Réipulmf Azerbaijan, through
appropriate channels, declared that foreign nalsomdno illegally visited the occupied
territories will be denied the entry to the Repaldf Azerbaijan. This should be seen as a
legitimate deterrence measure taken by the Republidzerbaijan in response to the
violation of its state borders. Thus, third-counttionals visiting the Nagorno Karabakh
region and other occupied territories of the Rejgubf Azerbaijan, without the prior
authorization of the Government of the RepublicAaerbaijan, are included in the list of
persona non grata (list of undesirable, unwelcome persons) and teeiry to the Republic
of Azerbaijan is denied.

The Republic of Azerbaijan expects that Governmesswell as intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, media outlets wilintinue advising their citizens,
including government officials and members of amient, as well as personnel or staff
members, as appropriate, against visiting the Nem#arabakh region and other occupied
territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as wadlwill take additional measures, as may be
required, including through issuing special instiarts and guidance, to prevent their
citizens, including government officials and mensbef parliament, as well as personnel or
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staff members, as appropriate, from visiting thiesatories without prior authorization of
the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan.




