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[English only]

Excerpts or full text of relevant documents

Universal Declaration on Democracy, Declaration adopted without a
vote by the Inter-Parliamentary Council at its 161st session, Cairo,
16 September 1997 (excerpts)'

1. Democracy is a universally recognised ideal as well as a goal, which is based on
common values shared by peoples throughout the world community irrespective of cultural,
political, social and economic differences. It is thus a basic right of citizenship to be
exercised under conditions of freedom, equality, transparency and responsibility, with due
respect for the plurality of views, and in the interest of the polity.

2. Democracy is both an ideal to be pursued and a mode of government to be applied
according to modalities which reflect the diversity of experiences and cultural
particularities without derogating from internationally recognised principles, norms and
standards. It is thus a constantly perfected and always perfectible state or condition whose
progress will depend upon a variety of political, social, economic, and cultural factors.

3. As an ideal, democracy aims essentially to preserve and promote the dignity and
fundamental rights of the individual, to achieve social justice, foster the economic and
social development of the community, strengthen the cohesion of society and enhance
national tranquillity, as well as to create a climate that is favourable for international peace.
As a form of government, democracy is the best way of achieving these objectives; it is also
the only political system that has the capacity for self-correction.

4. The achievement of democracy presupposes a genuine partnership between men and
women in the conduct of the affairs of society in which they work in equality and
complementarity, drawing mutual enrichment from their differences.

5. A state of democracy ensures that the processes by which power is acceded to,
wielded and alternates allow for free political competition and are the product of open, free
and non-discriminatory participation by the people, exercised in accordance with the rule of
law, in both letter and spirit.

6. Democracy is inseparable from the rights set forth in the international instruments
recalled in the preamble. These rights must therefore be applied effectively and their proper
exercise must be matched with individual and collective responsibilities.

16.  Individual participation in democratic processes and public life at all levels must be
regulated fairly and impartially and must avoid any discrimination, as well as the risk of
intimidation by State and non-State actors.

17. Judicial institutions and independent, impartial and effective oversight mechanisms
are the guarantors for the rule of law on which democracy is founded. In order for these
institutions and mechanisms fully to ensure respect for the rules, improve the fairness of the
processes and redress injustices, there must be access by all to administrative and judicial
remedies on the basis of equality as well as respect for administrative and judicial decisions

! http://www.ipu.org/cnl-e/161-dem.htm#Reserve
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II.

both by the organs of the State and representatives of public authority and by each member
of society.

22.  The institutions and processes of democracy must accommodate the participation of
all people in homogeneous as well as heterogeneous societies in order to safeguard
diversity, pluralism and the right to be different in a climate of tolerance.

23.  Democratic institutions and processes must also foster decentralised local and
regional government and administration, which is a right and a necessity, and which makes
it possible to broaden the base of public participation.

24.  Democracy must also be recognised as an international principle, applicable to
international organisations and to States in their international relations. The principle of
international democracy does not only mean equal or fair representation of States; it also
extends to the economic rights and duties of States.

25.  The principles of democracy must be applied to the international management of
issues of global interest and the common heritage of humankind, in particular the human
environment.

26. To preserve international democracy, States must ensure that their conduct
conforms to international law, refrain from the use or threat of force and from any conduct
that endangers or violates the sovereignty and political or territorial integrity of other States,
and take steps to resolve their differences by peaceful means.

27. A democracy should support democratic principles in international relations. In that
respect, democracies must refrain from undemocratic conduct, express solidarity with
democratic governments and non-State actors like non-governmental organisations which
work for democracy and human rights, and extend solidarity to those who are victims of
human rights violations at the hands of undemocratic régimes. In order to strengthen
international criminal justice, democracies must reject impunity for international crimes and
serious violations of fundamental human rights and support the establishment of a
permanent international criminal court.

Inter-Parliamentary Union Quito Communique, Adopted by the 128th
IPU Assembly, Quito, 27 March 2013 (excerpts)’

By definition, well-being policies require all citizens, and particularly vulnerable groups
such as women, youth, indigenous peoples and the poor, to participate in decision-making.
Being able to participate in the decisions that affect our lives and the social and
environmental context around us is in itself a key dimension of well-being. Inversely, well-
being is also necessary for citizens to participate effectively in the management of public
affairs. Participation and its attendants of transparency and accountability are in turn key
pillars of democracy and of the way democracy applies to the functioning of government at
all levels - global, national and local - and in response to citizens’ needs.

Participation, transparency and accountability constitute the core of democratic governance,
which is an end in itself and an enabler of sustainable development. There can be no true
prosperity without respect for the universal values of democracy, the rule of law and human
rights. Democratic governance should therefore be a stand-alone goal among the new
Sustainable Development Goals, as well as a dimension of other goals that will be part of

GE.13-15364
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I11.

the future development framework. This is further supported by the results of a survey of
hundreds of members carried out during the Assembly.

To help steer sustainable development on a new course, a rebalancing of the role of the
market and that of government is called for. Effective ways to help reconcile market needs
with social imperatives include the development of private-public partnerships, community-
based enterprises and other forms of cooperative models. Government intervention to
guarantee the rights of the very poor and to safeguard the natural resource base will also be
needed. The interdependent challenges of sustainable development require a concerted
approach that only governments can initiate and help implement.

To this end, it will be more important than ever for parliaments to assert their legitimate
place in the decision-making process at the national and international levels. The institution
of parliament is pivotal to the entire architecture of democratic governance and needs to be
strengthened virtually everywhere in the world, with greater oversight capacities and
legislative authority. More specifically, stronger parliaments will have to play a central role
in the implementation of the future Sustainable Development Goals. This will include
ensuring that development policies and plans are drawn up through participatory and
inclusive processes, and with regular progress reports submitted to parliament for review.

This debate should continue in national parliaments as a way of engaging them in the global
consultations foreseen in the Rio outcome document, aptly called The Future We Want.

Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 12 August 1992
(excerpts)’

The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development,

Having met at Rio de Janeiro from 3 to 14 June 1992,

Reaffirming the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment,
adopted at Stockholm on 16 June 1972, and seeking to build upon it,

With the goal of establishing a new and equitable global partnership through the creation of
new levels of cooperation among States, key sectors of societies and people,

Working towards international agreements which respect the interests of all and protect the
integrity of the global environmental and developmental system,

Recognizing the integral and interdependent nature of the Earth, our home,

Proclaims that:

Principle 10

Environmental issues are best handled with participation of all concerned citizens, at the
relevant level. At the national level, each individual shall have appropriate access to
information concerning the environment that is held by public authorities, including
information on hazardous materials and activities in their communities, and the opportunity
to participate in decision-making processes. States shall facilitate and encourage public
awareness and participation by making information widely available. Effective access to
judicial and administrative proceedings, including redress and remedy, shall be provided.

3 http://www.un.org/documents/ga/confl51/aconf15126-1annex1.htm
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Principle 20

Women have a vital role in environmental management and development. Their full
participation is therefore essential to achieve sustainable development.

Principle 22

Indigenous people and their communities and other local communities have a vital role in
environmental management and development because of their knowledge and traditional
practices. States should recognize and duly support their identity, culture and interests and
enable their effective participation in the achievement of sustainable development.

ILO Declaration on Social Justice, 10 June 2008 (excerpts)*

Scope and principles
The Conference recognizes and declares that:

A. In the context of accelerating change, the commitments and efforts of Members and
the Organization to implement the ILO’s constitutional mandate, including through inter-
national labour standards, and to place full and productive employment and decent work at
the centre of economic and social policies, should be based on the four equally important
strategic objectives of the ILO, through which the Decent Work Agenda is expressed and
which can be summarized as follows:

(i) promoting employment by creating a sustainable institutional and economic
environment in which:

* individuals can develop and update the necessary capacities and skills they
need to enable them to be productively occupied for their personal fulfilment
and the common well-being;

+ all enterprises, public or private, are sustainable to enable growth and the
generation of greater employment and income opportunities and prospects for
all; and societies can achieve their goals of economic development, good
living standards and social progress;

(ii)) developing and enhancing measures of social protection — social security and
labour protection — which are sustainable and adapted to national circumstances,
including:

» the extension of social security to all, including measures to provide basic
income to all in need of such protection, and adapting its scope and coverage
to meet the new needs and uncertainties generated by the rapidity of
technological, societal, demographic and economic changes;

* healthy and safe working conditions; and

* policies in regard to wages and earnings, hours and other conditions of work,
designed to ensure a just share of the fruits of progress to all and a minimum
living wage to all employed and in need of such protection;

(iii) promoting social dialogue and tripartism as the most appropriate methods for:
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+ adapting the implementation of the strategic objectives to the needs and
circumstances of each country;

* translating economic development into social progress, and social progress
into economic development;

+ facilitating consensus building on relevant national and international policies
that impact on employment and decent work strategies and programmes; and
making labour law and institutions effective, including in respect of the
recognition of the employment relationship, the promotion of good industrial
relations and the building of effective labour inspection systems; and

(iv) respecting, promoting and realizing the fundamental principles and rights at
work, which are of particular significance, as both rights and enabling conditions
that are necessary for the full realization of all of the strategic objectives, noting:

* that freedom of association and the effective recognition of the right to
collective bargaining are particularly important to enable the attainment of
the four strategic objectives; and

+ that the violation of fundamental principles and rights at work cannot be
invoked or otherwise used as a legitimate comparative advantage and that
labour standards should not be used for protectionist trade purposes.

B. The four strategic objectives are inseparable, interrelated and mutually supportive.
The failure to promote any one of them would harm progress towards the others. To
optimize their impact, efforts to promote them should be part of an ILO global and
integrated strategy for decent work. Gender equality and non-discrimination must be
considered to be cross-cutting issues in the abovementioned strategic objectives.

C. How Members achieve the strategic objectives is a question that must be determined
by each Member subject to its existing international obligations and the fundamental
principles and rights at work with due regard, among others, to:

(i) the national conditions and circumstances, and needs as well as priorities
expressed by representative organizations of employers and workers;

(i) the interdependence, solidarity and cooperation among all Members of the ILO
that are more pertinent than ever in the context of a global economy; and

(iii) the principles and provisions of international labour standards.

Method of implementation
The Conference further recognizes that, in a globalized economy:

A. The implementation of Part I of this Declaration requires that the ILO effectively
assist its Members in their efforts. To that end, the Organization should review and adapt its
institutional practices to enhance governance and capacity building in order to make the
best use of its human and financial resources and of the unique advantage of its tripartite
structure and standards system, with a view to:

(i) Dbetter understanding its Members’ needs, with respect to each of the strategic
objectives, as well as past ILO action to meet them in the framework of a recurring
item on the agenda of the Conference, so as to:

* determine how the ILO can more efficiently address these needs through
coordinated use of all its means of action;

* determine the necessary resources to address these needs and, if appropriate,
to attract additional resources; and
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+ guide the Governing Body and the Office in their responsibilities;

(il) strengthening and streamlining its technical cooperation and expert advice in
order to:

* support and assist efforts by individual Members to make progress on a
tripartite basis towards all the strategic objectives, through country
programmes for decent work, where appropriate, and within the framework
of the United Nations system; and

* help, wherever necessary, the institutional capacity of member States, as well
as representative organizations of employers and workers, to facilitate
meaningful and coherent social policy and sustainable development;

(iii) promoting shared knowledge and understanding of the synergies between the
strategic objectives through empirical analysis and tripartite discussion of concrete
experiences, with the voluntary cooperation of countries concerned, and with a view
to informing Members’ decision-making in relation to the opportunities and
challenges of globalization;

(iv) upon request, providing assistance to Members who wish to promote strategic
objectives jointly within the framework of bilateral or multilateral agreements,
subject to their compatibility with ILO obligations; and

(v) developing new partnerships with non-state entities and economic actors, such
as multinational enterprises and trade unions operating at the global sectoral level in
order to enhance the effectiveness of ILO operational programmes and activities,
enlist their support in any appropriate way, and otherwise promote the ILO strategic
objectives. This will be done in consultation with representative national and
international organizations of workers and employers.

At the same time, Members have a key responsibility to contribute, through their

social and economic policy, to the realization of a global and integrated strategy for the
implementation of the strategic objectives, which encompass the Decent Work Agenda
outlined in Part I of this Declaration. Implementation of the Decent Work Agenda at
national level will depend on national needs and priorities and it will be for member States,
in consultation with the representative organizations of workers and employers, to
determine how to discharge that responsibility. To that end, they may consider, among
other steps:

(i) the adoption of a national or regional strategy for decent work, or both,
targeting a set of priorities for the integrated pursuit of the strategic objectives;

(i) the establishment of appropriate indicators or statistics, if necessary with the
assistance of the ILO, to monitor and evaluate the progress made;

(iii) the review of their situation as regards the ratification or implementation of
ILO instruments with a view to achieving a progressively increasing coverage of
each of the strategic objectives, with special emphasis on the instruments classified
as core labour standards as well as those regarded as most significant from the
viewpoint of governance covering tripartism, employment policy and labour
inspection;

(iv) the taking of appropriate steps for an adequate coordination between positions
taken on behalf of the member State concerned in relevant international forums and
any steps they may take under the present Declaration;

(v) the promotion of sustainable enterprises;
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(vi) where appropriate, sharing national and regional good practice gained from the
successful implementation of national or regional initiatives with a decent work
element; and

(vii) the provision on a bilateral, regional or multilateral basis, in so far as their
resources permit, of appropriate support to other Members’ efforts to give effect to
the principles and objectives referred to in this Declaration.

C. Other international and regional organizations with mandates in closely related
fields can have an important contribution to make to the implementation of the integrated
approach. The ILO should invite them to promote decent work, bearing in mind that each
agency will have full control of its mandate. As trade and financial market policy both
affect employment, it is the ILO’s role to evaluate those employment effects to achieve its
aim of placing employment at the heart of economic policies.

Final provisions

A. The Director-General of the International Labour Office will ensure that the present
Declaration is communicated to all Members and, through them, to representative
organizations of employers and workers, to international organizations with competence in
related fields at the international and regional levels, and to such other entities as the
Governing Body may identify. Governments, as well as employers’ and workers’
organizations at the national level, shall make the Declaration known in all relevant forums
where they may participate or be represented, or otherwise disseminate it to any other
entities that may be concerned.

B. The Governing Body and the Director-General of the International Labour Office
will have the responsibility for establishing appropriate modalities for the expeditious
implementation of Part II of this Declaration.

African Charter on democracy, elections and governance, 30 January
2007 (excerpts)’

Preamble
We, the Member States of the African Union (AU);

Inspired by the objectives and principles enshrined in the Constitutive Act of the African
Union, particularly Articles 3 and 4, which emphasise the significance of good governance,
popular participation, the rule of law and human rights;

Recognising the contributions of the African Union and Regional Economic Communities
to the promotion, nurturing, strengthening and consolidation of democracy and governance;

Reaffirming our collective will to work relentlessly to deepen and consolidate the rule of
law, peace, security and development in our countries;

5
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Chapter 2
Objectives

Article 2
The objectives of this Charter are to:

L. Promote adherence, by each State Party, to the universal values and principles
of democracy and respect for human rights;

2. Promote and enhance adherence to the principle of the rule of law premised
upon the respect for, and the supremacy of, the Constitution and constitutional order in the
political arrangements of the State Parties;

3. Promote the holding of regular free and fair elections to institutionalize
legitimate authority of representative government as well as democratic change of
governments;

4. Prohibit, reject and condemn unconstitutional change of government in any
Member State as a serious threat to stability, peace, security and development;

5. Promote and protect the independence of the judiciary;

6. Nurture, support and consolidate good governance by promoting democratic
culture and practice, building and strengthening governance institutions and inculcating
political pluralism and tolerance;

7. Encourage effective coordination and harmonization of governance policies
amongst State Parties with the aim of promoting regional and continental integration;

8. Promote State Parties’ sustainable development and human security;

9. Promote the fight against corruption in conformity with the provisions of the
AU Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption adopted in Maputo, Mozambique
in July 2003;

10. Promote the establishment of the necessary conditions to foster citizen
participation, transparency, access to information, freedom of the press and accountability
in the management of public affairs;

11. Promote gender balance and equality in the governance and development
processes;

12.  Enhance cooperation between the Union, Regional Economic Communities and
the International Community on democracy, elections and governance; and

13.  Promote best practices in the management of elections for purposes of political
stability and good governance.
Article 3

State Parties shall implement this Charter in accordance with the following
principles:

1. Respect for human rights and democratic principles;

2. Access to and exercise of state power in accordance with the constitution of the
State Party and the principle of the rule of law;

3. Promotion of a system of government that is representative;

4. Holding of regular, transparent, free and fair elections;
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5. Separation of powers;
6. Promotion of gender equality in public and private institutions;
7. Effective participation of citizens in democratic and development processes and

in governance of public affairs;
8. Transparency and fairness in the management of public affairs;
9.  Condemnation and rejection of acts of corruption, related offenses and impunity;
10. Condemnation and total rejection of unconstitutional changes of government;

11.  Strengthening political pluralism and recognising the role, rights and
responsibilities of legally constituted political parties, including opposition political parties,
which should be given a status under national law.

Chapter 4
Democracy, Rule of Law and Human Rights

Article 4

L. State Parties shall commit themselves to promote democracy, the principle of
the rule of law and human rights.

2. State Parties shall recognize popular participation through universal suffrage as
the inalienable right of the people.

The Dar Es Salaam Declaration on budget transparency, accountability
and participation, 18 November 2011 (excerpts)°’

The world we want.

It is often the case that citizens, and particularly those most marginalized, are excluded
from participating in public budget decisions. It is both essential and possible to transform
this current paradigm, by adhering to the following core principles:

* Public budgets must be transparent, meaning that all information related to the way
in which public money is raised, allocated, spent and accounted should be made
available to the general public in an accessible, timely and comprehensible way.

» Budget processes must be inclusive, ensuring open and ample opportunities for all
citizens to fulfill their right to know about, participate in, and influence all decisions
with regard to the collection, allocation and management of public funds.

* Budgets must be raised and spent efficiently, effectively, and equitably and must
ensure that public resources achieve the greatest impact possible, in the elimination
of poverty and the achievement of equity.

32
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» Budget data must be accurate, relying on publicly known estimates and ensuring that
governments spend public monies on the priorities for which they were approved,
thereby reducing the room for leakages, corruption and inefficiencies.

» Budgets have to be comprehensive, encompassing all revenues and expenditures,
regardless of their origin -- including international aid, para-statal funds and the
management of internal and external debt.

* Budgets have to be sustainable, ensuring that public finances serve common
objectives over the long term, for current and future generations.

» Budgets have to be regularly and consistently reported against by all levels of
government.

* Budgets must be the object of permanent monitoring, oversight and accountability
by legislatures, internal and external audit institutions, the media and citizens.

We call upon:
All governments at the national and subnational levels to:

L. Recognize, legislate, enact and operationalize the right to information generally
and to public budget information specifically;

2. Actively engage citizens and all other stakeholders in setting public budget
priorities-- including para-statal and para-fiscal funds-- as early and inclusively as possible,

3. Produce, and publicly discuss, in a timely fashion, at least eight key budget
documents: re-budget statement, executive’s budget proposal, enacted budget, citizens
budget, in-year report, mid-year review, end-year report, audit report;

4. Comprehensively report on all public financial flows and institutions, including
those that are managed outside of the formal budget process;

5. Include all resources used for the implementation of public, fiscal and economic
policies, regardless of their origin, in their public budget documents and processes;

6. Ensure that legislatures and auditors are independent of government and have
sufficient resources to increase their capacity and thus fulfill their oversight mandates
effectively.

7. Publish and disseminate budget information in easy and accessible formats
through all possible means, including digital open data formats through the internet, public
libraries, information centers, etc.

European Grid Declaration on Transparency and Public Participation,
5 December 2012 (excerpts)’

1.1 The Parties aim to improve the public acceptability of grid development to
accommodate renewable energy in Europe, by increasing transparency and enabling public
participation. Trustful cooperation is the basis to deliver solutions jointly for best practice
in grid planning processes.
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1.2

The Parties recognise the need to undertake suitable initiatives to improve public

acceptability, and jointly to communicate the necessity of grid development in the transition
towards renewable energy. These steps are needed so that:

1.3

3.1

3.6

* renewable electricity generation is not constrained by bottlenecks in the transmission

system; and

plans and investments to accommodate renewable energy enjoy greater
understanding, provoke less public opposition and encounter fewer delays.

The Parties recommend adapting planning and permitting practices so that:
investments are planned, consented and undertaken in a more transparent way;

stakeholders have access to all relevant information that they need to form and
express their views;

there are opportunities for dialogue and participation as well as formal consultation
processes in place for stakeholders’ and the public’s knowledge and views to be
expressed, at a point in time when their input can still be taken into account;

Coherent need definition at EU and national levels

3.1.1 The Parties agree it is desirable to establish the need for new infrastructure
development through consistent, coherent and transparent methodologies and
participation/consultation processes, including at EU and national levels.

3.1.2 They also recognise the benefits of public participation and consultation at
these levels, in order to build support for later, more local planning procedures.

Early and continuous involvement to allow substantial participation.

3.6.1 Ensuring that stakeholder and local knowledge are brought into the discussions
at an early stage can lead to decisions which are supported by a broader community.
In addition, the involvement of stakeholders, including relevant authorities at an
early stage can reduce later disagreements and delays.

The Parties therefore agree on the desirability and need to:

» engage with stakeholders and the public at an early point in the process so that
their contributions can be taken into account and plans modified accordingly where
appropriate, without risking another loss in time; this may require engagement
before official procedures are initiated.

* ensure that in time of public consultation phases, sufficient information and time
are provided to enable substantial input, and that time is allocated to discuss and to
explain resulting decisions.

* support the implementation of decision-making processes that enable and promote
the consideration of reasonable alternatives suggested by the public, where these are
relevant to the stage of decision-making in question.

* promote opportunities to engage in ways that are convenient and effective for as
many as possible in society; this can be achieved by developing a “concept for
public participation” for each project, with detailed stakeholder mapping and
identifying channels and formats to involve them from an early stage.

* promote the establishment, where necessary, and support the work of (i) strategic
multistakeholder working groups to deal with questions of general relevance for grid
development, and (ii) project-specific working groups specifically to find solutions
on topics of local concern.

GE.13-15364



A/HRC/24/38

VIII.

3.7  Dialogue as a means to enhance relationships and build trust

3.7.1 The Parties recognise that a culture of dialogue, debate and collaboration is
necessary to find solutions that are widely acceptable. They therefore seek to:

» promote a culture of dialogue and debate, e.g. by including elements of direct
dialogue and deliberation in participation concepts, and improving
communication of the solutions found through participation and consultation
procedures.

* professionally organise dialogue and, especially in situations of conflict or
high potential forconflict, consider the use of independent facilitation to help
ensure deliberations are as constructive as possible.

Declaration of the Social Movements Assembly of the World Social
Forum, Tunisia, 29 March 2013 (excerpts)®

People all over the world are suffering the effects of the aggravation of a profound crisis of
capitalism, in which its agents (banks, transnational corporations, media conglomerates,
international institutions, and governments complicit with neoliberalism) aim at increasing
their profits by applying interventionist and neocolonial policies.

War, military occupations, free-trade neoliberal treaties and “austerity measures” are
expressed in economic packages that privatise the common good and public services, cut

wages and rights, increase unemployment, overload women's care work and destroys nature.

Such policies strike the richer countries of the [global] North harder and are increasing
migration, forced displacement, evictions, debt and social inequalities such as in Greece,
Cyprus, Portugal, Italy, Ireland and the Spanish state.

They reinforce conservatism and the control over women’s bodies and lives. In addition,
they seek to impose”green economy” as a solution to the environmental and food crisis,
which not only exacerbates the problem, but leads to commodification, privatisation and
financialisation of life and nature.

We denounce the intensification of repression to people’s rebellions, the assassination of
the leadership of social movements, the criminalisation of our struggles and our proposals.

We assert that people must not continue to pay for this systemic crisis (...) This is why we,
social movements, struggle:

Against transnational corporations and the financial system (IMF, WB and WTO), which
are the main agents of the capitalist system, privatising life, public services and common
goods such as water, air, land, seeds and mineral resources, promoting wars and violations
of human rights. Transnational corporations reproduce extractionist practices endangering
life and nature, grabbing our lands and developing genetically modified seeds and food,
taking away the peoples’ right to food and destroying biodiversity.

We fight for the cancellation of illegitimate and odious debt which today is a global
instrument of domination, repression and economic and financial strangulation of people.
We reject free trade agreements that are imposed by States and transnational corporations
and we affirm that it is possible to build another kind of globalisation, made from and by
the people, based on solidarity and on freedom of movement for all the human beings.

GE.13-15364
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For climate justice and food sovereignty, because we know that global climate change is a
product of the capitalist system of production, distribution and consumption. Transnational
corporations, international financial institutions and governments serving them do not want
to reduce greenhouse gases. We denounce “green economy” and refuse false solutions to
the climate crisis such as biofuels, genetically modified organisms and mechanisms of the
carbon market like REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest
Degradation), which ensnare impoverished peoples with false promises of progress while
privatising and commodifying the forests and territories where these peoples have been
living for thousands of years.

We defend the food sovereignty and support sustainable peasant agriculture which is the
true solution to the food and climate crises and includes access to land for all who work on
it. Because of this, we call for a mass mobilisation to stop the landgrab and support local
peasants struggles.

Against violence against women, often conducted in militarily occupied territories, but also
violence affecting women who are criminalised for taking part in social struggles. We fight
against domestic and sexual violence perpetrated on women because they are considered
objects or goods, because the sovereignty of their bodies and minds is not acknowledged.
We fight against the traffic of women, girls and boys.

For peace and against war, colonialism, occupations and the militarisation of our lands. We
denounce the false discourse of human rights defence and fight against fundamentalism,
that often justifies military occupations such as in Haiti, Libia, Mali and Syria. We defend
the right to people’s sovereignty and self-determination such as in Palestine, Western
Sahara and Kurdistan. We denounce the installation of foreign military bases to instigate
conflicts, to control and ransack natural resources, and to foster dictatorships in several
countries.

Universal Declaration for the Common Good of Humanity (excerpts)’

Article 7 (To promote dignified and non-exploitative labor)

Processes of production and circulation should ensure workers a dignified, participatory job
that is adaptive to family and cultural life,that fosters their skills and ensures them an
adequate material existence. All modern forms of slavery, servitude and labor exploitation,
especially of children, for the purposes of individual profit or private accumulation of
surplus value as well as limitations on labor organizing are inconsistent with the Common
Good of Humanity and Good Life (Buen Vivir) and are therefore prohibited.

Article 8 (To reconstruct territories)

Facing “globalization” which has favored a unipolar economy, the concentration of
decision-making powers, the hegemony of financial capital and the irrational circulation of
goods and services, it is indispensible to reconstruct territories as a base for food, energetic
sovereignty and for the main exchanges, to regionalize economies and base them on
principles of complementarity and solidarity; and for the peripheral regions, to “disconnect”
from the hegemonic economic center, in order to assure commercial, financial and
productive autonomy. The constitution of monopolies and oligopolies, whatever their area

http://www.especieenpeligro.cult.cu/index.php/debates-y-alternativas/articulos/1521-universal-
declaration-for-the
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of productive or financial activity is, is inconsistent with the Common Good of Humanity
and are therefore prohibited.

Article 9 (To guarantee access to common goods and universal social protection)

There are certain common goods that are indispensible for the collective life of individuals
and peoples and that constitute inalienable rights. These are: food, housing, health,
education, and material and immaterial communication. Various forms of citizen control or
social property exist for the effective organization of access to these goods. “Universal
protection” is a right of all peoples and individuals, a responsibility of public authorities
that should be assured by an adequate fiscal policy. The privatization of public services in
order to contribute to capital accumulation is inconsistent with the Common Good of
Humanity and is therefore prohibited. The following are susceptible for sanctions:
speculating on food, housing, health, education, communication as is corruption while
exercising these rights.

Article 10 (To generalize democracy and the construction of the subject)

All peoples and human beings are subjects of their histories and have the right to a
collective social and political organization that guarantees this. This organization must
ensure harmony with nature and access to the material needs of life trough production and
circulation systems built on social justice principles. To achieve these goals, collective
organization should allow everyone’s participation in the production and reproduction of
the life of the planet and human beings, i.e., of the Common Good of Humanity. The
organizing principle of this goal is to spread democracy into all social relationships: family,
gender, work, political authority, between peoples and nations and in all social, political,
economic, cultural and religious institutions. Along with political forms of participatory
democracy, participation should be organized in all sectors of common life, economic,
social, cultural.

All non-democratic forms of organizing society’s political, economic, social and cultural
life are inconsistent with the Common Good of Humanity and the Good Life (Buen Vivir)
and are therefore prohibited. Genocides are condemned as irreparable acts of discrimination.
Susceptible to sanctions are all discriminations based on gender, race, nation, culture,
sexual orientation, physical or mental capacity, religion or ideological affiliation. Along
with political forms of participatory democracy, participation should be encouraged in all
sectors of common life.

Article 11 (To build equality between men and women)

Particular importance will be given to relations between men and women, unequal since
time immemorial in the various types of societies that have existed during human history.
All institutions and all social and cultural systems should recognize, respect and promote
the right to a life in plenitude for women in equality with men. Social and economic
practices, institutions and cultural or religious systems that defend discrimination or
actively discriminate against women are inconsistent with the Common Good of Humanity.
All forms of masculine domination, particularly differences in wage income and the non-
recognition of family domestic work linked to the reproduction of life, are susceptible to
sanctions.

Article 12 (To prohibit war)

Democratic international relations do not allow the use of war to resolve conflicts. In this
day and age, peace is not guaranteed by an arms race. The availability of nuclear, biological,
chemical weapons directly jeopardizes the life of Humanity. Arms have become a business.
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Their production causes an enormous waste of energy, natural resources and human talents;
their use means, aside from the loss of lifes, serious environmental destruction.

The manufacture, possession and use of weapons of mass destruction, the accumulation of
conventional weapons to guarantee regional hegemony and control of natural resources,
hegemonic regional pacts, military solutions to solve internal political problems are
inconsistent with the Common Good of Humanity and are therefore prohibited.

Article 13 (To build the State on the basis of Common Good)

The role of the State, as collective administrator, is to guarantee the Common Good, i.e. the
public interest, as compared to individual or private interests. Democratic participation is
therefore needed to define the Common Good (constitutions) and how it will be applied. All
peoples and communities of the earth, in the plurality of each of their members,
organizations and social movements, have the right to political systems of direct or
delegated participation with a revocable mandate. Regional governments and international
organizations, particularly the United Nations, must be constructed on democratic
principles. The same is true for all institutions that represent specific interests or business
sectors, such as industrial companies, estates, financial or commercial organisms, political
parties, religious institutions or trade unions, NGOs, sports or cultural groups, humanitarian
organizations.

All dictatorial or authoritarian forms of exercising political or economic power, where no
representative minorities, formal or informal, monopolize decisions without participation,
initiative or popular control, are inconsistent with the Common Good of Humanity and are
therefore prohibited. Also prohibited are public subsidies for organizations, social
movements, political parties or religious institutions that do not respect democratic
principles or that practice gender or racial discrimination.

Paris Appeal for a New Democratic International Economic Order,
International Association of Democratic Lawyers, 25 May 2013
(excerpts) "

We, democratic lawyers, recognize the United Nations Charter along with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the UN Conventions on Human Rights constitute the
Constitution of the modern world. These important documents prohibit the threat of and use
of force, recognize the sovereign equality of states and the right of self-determination, and
guarantee that everyone has the right to a social and international order in which the rights
and freedoms in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights can be fully realized.

The United Nations Charter in its Preamble replaced the old vertical logic of power over
peoples by horizontally organizing power of the peoples based on the exercise of and
respect for self-determination and their exclusive mastery over their own affairs in equality
and universality. However, the economic management of the world has been “entrusted” by
the Bretton Woods agreements to international financial institutions, but these institutions
are based on the old vertical logic of power over the peoples that do not comply with the
principal of equality and universality. This has allowed the peoples of the world to be
diverted from their mission as States with the economic power of these institutions being
used as instruments of domination and policing in their own self-interest and the interest of
large economies.

http://www.iadllaw.org/
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Peoples’ power requires not only the first generation of civil and political rights but also the
second generation of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Peoples’ Power cannot be
complete without economic power.

The conclusion from the experience of decolonization necessitated the adoption of the
United Nations Resolution of 1971 proclaiming peoples’ sovereignty over their natural
resources. However, it became clear that even with such resolutions peoples remain
dependent because of the so-called “laws” of the market with its domination by industrial
and financial monopolies, continue undermine the Human Rights Covenants and raise
public debt.

We have been denouncing for decades not only the injustice and illegitimacy of the public
debt of developing countries but also its illegality and nullity.

Today the inequality bequeathed by colonialism and maintained by the post colonialism
remains unbearable, the public debt is now a heavy burden on the economies of the
majority of states and leads them to inflict austerity policies on their people to the detriment
of the necessary satisfaction of their most basic economic, social and cultural rights as
proclaimed by the United Nations Covenant in 1966. These policies violate the social
development goals defined by Articles 55 et seq., of the United Nations Charter and
confirmed by U.N. General Assembly Resolution of 4 December 1986 on the Right to
Development.

The result is a fundamental economic political and societal crisis on a scale constituting a
crisis of civilization, posing the most serious dangers to humanity.

However, this situation is not an accident of fate. It is the result of the management of the
world’s economy, based on the savagery of economic liberalism and the resulting
dictatorship of financial markets. The world’s economy is governed by a system which
exploits the world’s resources, not as a function of their value to humanity but of their value
as profit for finance capital.

Even the so-called "local conflicts" are in fact conflicts between the powers that compete
for resources and markets, in which the arms trade plays a particularly burdensome role.
Massive violations of human rights that appear as purely internal are most often the work of
dictatorships established by the neo-colonizer guaranteeing them economic mastery and
security of access to resources and markets.

The future of Humanity is at stake as long as the political power of the peoples is not
completed by their economic power. This completion will permit placing the organization
of world economic management under international universal and egalitarian law of the
United Nations Charter and replacing non-egalitarian International financial institutions by
people’s instruments of cooperation allowing the planet’s resources to be directed to the
exclusive satisfaction of peoples’ and the environments respective and common needs.

We believe that the world’s lawyers should serve the people in the front line of this struggle,
which calls on them to use and improve their professional skills in the service of peoples to
achieve the common goal of Peoples’ Power. We have therefore decided to establish a
permanent consultative working group to define those steps which should be taken
immediately to counter effectively the malfunctioning of the current order and towards
establishing a new democratic international economic order.
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XII.

Appel de Blois, Liberté pour I'histoire, 2008 (full text)''

Concerned about the retrospective moralization of history and intellectual censure, we call
for the mobilization of European historians and for the wisdom of politicians.

History must not be a slave to contemporary politics nor can it be written on the command
of competing memories. In a free state, no political authority has the right to define
historical truth and to restrain the freedom of the historian with the threat of penal sanctions.

We call on historians to marshal their forces within each of their countries and to create
structures similar to our own, and, for the time being, to individually sign the present appeal,
to put a stop to this movement toward laws aimed at controlling history memory.

We ask government authorities to recognize that, while they are responsible for the
maintenance of the collective memory, they must not establish, by law and for the past, an
official truth whose legal application can carry serious consequences for the profession of
history and for intellectual liberty in general. In a democracy, liberty for history is liberty
for all.

Declaration on Digital Freedom, Adopted by the PEN International
Congress Gyeongju, South Korea, September 2012 (full text)"

PEN International promotes literature and freedom of expression and is governed by the
PEN Charter and the principles it embodies unhampered transmission of thought within
each nation and between all nations.

PEN recognizes the promise of digital media as a means of fulfilling the fundamental right
of free expression. At the same time, poets, playwrights, essayists, novelists, writers,
bloggers, and journalists are suffering violations of their right to freedom of expression for
using digital media. Citizens in many countries have faced severe restrictions in their access
to and use of digital media, while governments have exploited digital technologies to
suppress freedom of expression and to surveil individuals. The private sector and
technology companies in particular have at times facilitated government censorship and
surveillance. PEN therefore declares the following:

1.All persons have the right to express themselves freely through digital media without fear
of reprisal or persecution.

a.  Individuals who use digital media enjoy full freedom of expression protections
under international laws and standards

b.  Governments must not prosecute individuals or exact reprisals upon
individuals who convey information, opinions, or ideas through digital media.

c.  Governments must actively protect freedom of expression on digital media by
enacting and enforcing effective laws and standards.

2.All persons have the right to seek and receive information through digital media.

a.  Governments should not censor, restrict, or control the content of digital media,
including content from domestic and international sources.

11

12

http://www.lph-asso.fr/index.php? option=com_content&view=article&id=47&Itemid=14&lang=en
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b. In exceptional circumstances, any limitations on the content of digital media
must adhere to international laws and standards that govern the limits of freedom of
expression, such as incitement to violence.

c.  Governments should not block access to or restrict the use of digital media,
even during periods of unrest or crisis. Controlling access to digital media,
especially on a broad scale, inherently violates the right to freedom of expression.

d.  Governments should foster and promote full access to digital media for all
persons.

3.All persons have the right to be free from government surveillance of digital media.

a.  Surveillance, whether or not known by the specific intended target, chills
speech by establishing the potential for persecution and the fear of reprisals. When
known, surveillance fosters a climate of self-censorship that further harms free
expression.

b. As a general rule, governments should not seek to access digital
communications between or among private individuals, nor should they monitor
individual use of digital media, track the movements of individuals through digital
media, alter the expression of individuals, or generally surveil individuals.

c.  When governments do conduct surveillance in exceptional circumstances and
in connection with legitimate law enforcement or national security investigations—
any surveillance of individuals and monitoring of communications via digital media
must meet international due process laws and standards that apply to lawful searches,
such as obtaining a warrant by a court order.

d.  Full freedom of expression entails a right to privacy; all existing international
laws and standards of privacy apply to digital media, and new laws and standards
and protections may be required.

e.  Government gathering and retention of data and other information generated
by digital media, including data mining, should meet international laws and
standards of privacy, such as requirements that the data retention be time-limited,
proportionate, and provide effective notice to persons affected.

4.The private sector, and technology companies, in particular, are bound by the right to
freedom of expression and human rights.

a.  The principles stated in this declaration equally apply to the private sector.

b. Companies must respect human rights, including the right to freedom of
expression, and must uphold these rights even when national laws and regulations
do not protect them.

c.  Technology companies have a duty to determine how their products, services,
and policies impact human rights in the countries in which they intend to operate. If
violations are likely, or violations may be inextricably linked to the use of products
or services, the companies should modify or withdraw their proposed plans in order
to respect human rights.

d.  Technology companies should incorporate freedom of expression principles
into core operations, such as product designs with built-in privacy protections.

e. If their operations are found to have violated the right to freedom of expression,
technology companies should provide restitution to those whose rights were violated,
even when governments do not provide remedies.
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Final Report of the Sub-Commission’s Special Rapporteur on Treaties
with Indigenous Peoples, Miguel Alfonso Martinez, 1999 (excerpts)"

306. Earlier in the present report (para. 261) the Special Rapporteur noted the generalized
opinion that, in the light of the situation endured by indigenous peoples today, the existing
mechanisms, either administrative or judicial, within non-indigenous spheres of
government have been incapable of solving their difficult predicament. This forces him to
advance a number of recommendations on this subject.

307. He first recommends the establishment within States with a sizeable indigenous
population of an entirely new, special jurisdiction to deal exclusively with indigenous
issues, independent of existing governmental (central or otherwise) structures, although
financed by public funds, that will gradually replace the existing
bureaucratic/administrative government branches now in charge of those issues.

308. This special jurisdiction, in his view, should have four distinct specialized branches
(permanent and with adequate professional staffing):

(1) an advisory conflict-resolution body to which all disputes, including those
relating to treaty implementation, arising between indigenous peoples and non-
indigenous individuals, entities and institutions (including government institutions)
should be mandatorily submitted, and which should be empowered to encourage and
conduct negotiations between the interested parties and to issue the
recommendations considered pertinent to resolve the controversy;

(i) a body to draft, through negotiations with the indigenous peoples concerned: (a)
new juridical bilateral, consensual, legal instruments with the indigenous peoples
interested and (b) new legislation and other proposals to be submitted to the proper
legislative and administrative government branches in order gradually to create a
new institutionalized legal order applicable to all indigenous issues and that accords
with the needs of indigenous peoples;

(ii1) a judicial collegiate body, to which all cases that after a reasonable period of
time have not been resolved through the recommendations of the advisory body,
should be mandatorily submitted. Such a body should be empowered to adjudicate
these cases and should be capable of making its final decisions enforceable by
making use of the coercive power of the State;

(iv) an administrative branch in charge of all logistical aspects of indigenous/non-
indigenous relations.

309. The Special Rapporteur is fully aware of many of the obstacles that such an
innovative, far-reaching approach might encounter. To mention only one, it is not difficult
to appreciate the many vested interests that might be affected by the redundancy of the
structures now existing to deal with indigenous issues in many countries. Only strong
political determination, particularly on the part of the leadership of the non-indigenous
sector of the society, can make this approach viable. One other essential element is also
clear: the effective participation of indigenous peoples - preferably on a basis of equality
with non-indigenous people - in all four of the recommended branches is absolutely central
to the "philosophy" presiding over the Special Rapporteur's overall approach to this
question.

http://www.unhchr.ch/Huridocda/Huridoca.nsf/0/696¢51cf6f20b8bc802567¢4003793ec
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310. It is obvious that the above is a mere sketch of the new institutionality
recommended. Much lies ahead in terms of filling in its quite visible lacunae. While the
Special Rapporteur does not lack ideas on how to fill some of the gaps, he has considered it
wise to allow for the required fine-tuning to be done at a later stage, around a negotiating
table, by the interested parties themselves in the different countries. The way in which such
a negotiation process is organized and conducted may well be the true litmus test eventually
of the merits of his recommendation and of the viability of the structure proposed in a given
socio-political context.

311. In advancing the recommendations set forth above, the Special Rapporteur has
benefited from the highly interesting ideas on the same subject formulated in the final
report (1996) of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples established by the
Government of Canada. (71)

312.  While it is generally held that contentious issues arising from treaties or constructive
arrangements involving indigenous peoples should be discussed in the domestic realm, the
international dimension of the treaty nevertheless warrants proper consideration.

313. A crucial question relates to the desirability of an international adjudication
mechanism to handle claims or complaints from indigenous peoples, in particular those
arising from treaties and constructive arrangements with an international status.

314. The Special Rapporteur is quite familiar with the reticence expressed time and again,
by States towards the question of taking these issues back to open discussion and decision-
making by international forums. In fact, he might even agree with them that for certain
issues (for example, disputes not related to treaty implementation and observance) it would
be more productive to keep their review and decision exclusively within domestic
jurisdiction until this is completely exhausted.

315. However, he is of the opinion that one should not dismiss outright the notion of
possible benefits to be reaped from the establishment of an international body (for example,
the proposed permanent forum of indigenous peoples) that, under certain circumstances,
might be empowered - with the previous blanket acquiescence, or acquiescence on an ad
hoc basis, of the State concerned - to take charge of final decision in a dispute between the
indigenous peoples living within the borders of a modern State and non-indigenous
institutions, including State institutions.

316. At any rate, the Special Rapporteur recommends that a United Nations-sponsored
workshop be convened, at the earliest possible date and within the framework of the
International Decade of the World's Indigenous People, to open an educated discussion on
the possible merits and demerits of the establishment of such an international body.

317. One last point on the subject: with the growing international concern about all
human rights and related developments, one element appears very clear in the mind of the
Special Rapporteur: the more effective and developed the national mechanisms for conflict
resolution on indigenous issues are, the less need there will be for establishing an
international body for that purpose. The opposite is also true: the non-existence,
malfunctioning, anti-indigenous discriminatory approach or ineffectiveness of those
national institutions will provide more valid arguments for international options. This may
be one of the strongest arguments possible for the establishment (or strengthening) of
proper, effective internal channels for the implementation/observance of indigenous rights
and conflict resolution of indigenous-related issues.

318. Another recommendation which it seems timely to address to State institutions
empowered to deal with indigenous issues is that, in the decision-making process on issues
of interest to indigenous peoples, they should apply and construct (or continue to do so) the
provisions of national legislation and international standards and instruments in the most
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favourable way for indigenous peoples, particularly, in cases relating to treaty rights. In all
cases of treaty/agreement/constructive arrangement relationships, the interpretation of the
indigenous party of the provisions of those instruments should be accorded equal value with
non-indigenous interpretation of the same provisions.

319. The Special Rapporteur also recommends the fullest possible implementation in
good faith of the provisions of treaties/agreements between indigenous peoples and States,
where they exist, from the perspective of seeking both justice and reconciliation. In the
event that the very existence (or present-day validity) of a treaty becomes a matter of
dispute, a formal recognition of that instrument as a legal point of reference in the State's
relations with the peoples concerned would contribute greatly to a process of confidence-
building that may bring substantial benefits. In this context, the completion of the
ratification process of draft treaties/agreements already fully negotiated with indigenous
people is strongly recommended by the Special Rapporteur.

320. In the case of obligations established in bilateral or multilateral treaties concluded
by States - to which indigenous peoples are third parties - that may affect those peoples, the
Special Rapporteur recommends that the State parties to such instruments seek the free and
educated acquiescence of the indigenous parties before attempting to enforce those
obligations.

The realization of economic, social and cultural rights, Final report
submitted by Mr. Danilo Tiirk, Special Rapporteur,
E/CN.4/Sub.2/1992/16, 3 July 1992 (excerpts)"

177. Decades of pleas for increasing levels of participation in the development process,
principles about which are included, for instance, in the 1986 Declaration on the Right to
Development, have clearly yet to bear fruit.

178.  According to one commentator: "Though the World Bank claims that 'it seeks to
meet the needs of the poorest people', at no stage in what it refers to as 'the project cycle',
however, does it actually take time to ask the poor themselves how they perceive their
needs; neither does it canvass their views on how they feel these needs might best be met.
Indeed, from the identification of a possible Bank project right through to its ex post
evaluation, the poor are entirely left out of the decision-making process - almost as if they
did not exist".

179. Even the Bank itself has recognized this inadequacy, admitting in 1988 that: "the
principles guiding beneficiary participation in Bank-financed projects have been quite
abstract and of limited operational impact. Beneficiaries were not assigned a role in the
decision-making process, nor was their technological knowledge sought prior to designing
project components". Though non-governmental organization participation in World Bank
projects has increased in the past three years, by far the greatest share of this "participation"
was in project implementation, with substantially smaller emphasis being placed on design,
advice, monitoring and evaluation.

180. The declining capacities of the State and the resolute inability of the market or
private sector, coupled with measures of adjustment, and an overall global economic
decline have led to the evolution of new citizen movements, new coalitions and new
political processes, all but ignored in the literature of the international financial agencies
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and by much of the United Nations system. Within these new movements is where real
participation occurs, where much of real development takes place and where the legitimate
needs of people are increasingly being demanded.

181. Much debate has taken place recently about the obvious relationship between
development, democracy and human rights, implying, of course, the issue of citizen
participation in all political processes associated with development. One United Nations
agency has provided support in the following terms: “An essential part of any political
process to benefit the poor is a high degree of participation. Encouraging the autonomy of
citizens is, indeed, an end in itself. And participation is a means to ensure the efficient
provision and more equitable distribution of goods and services. If people are involved in
decision-making, policies and projects tend to be more realistic, more pragmatic and more
sustainable.”
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