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Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights,
including the right to development

Algeria* (on behalf of the Group of Arab States)Angola, Australia*, Belgium*,
Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Brazil, Chile, Croatia*, Ejypt*, Estonia, Denmark?*,
France*, Georgia*, Greece*, Honduras*, Latvia*, Lebanon*, Luxembourg*,
Maldives, Monaco*, Montenegro, New Zealand*, PeruQatar, Romania, Serbia*,
Sierra Leone, Slovakia*, Spain, Sri Lanka*, Sweden*the former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia*, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland*: draft
resolution

23/... The role of freedom of opinion and expressn in women’s
empowerment

The Human Rights Council,,

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and vah international
human rights treaties, including the Internatio@alvenant on Civil and Political Rights
and the International Covenant on Economic, Saaidl Cultural Rights,

Recalling also the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action &mal Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action,

Bearing in mind that the Convention on the Elimination of All Fanof
Discrimination against Women affirms human rightsd afundamental freedoms and
equality for women around the world, and statetgrialia, that States parties shall take all
appropriate measures to eliminate discriminaticairagd women in the political and public
life of the country,

Recalling Human Rights Council resolution 12/16 of 2 Octo®@09,

Recalling also Human Rights Council resolution 16/4 of 24 Mardbil2 and all
previous resolutions of the Commission on HumarhRig@nd the Council on the right to
freedom of opinion and expression, including Coluresolution 20/8 of 5 July 2012 on the
promotion, protection and enjoyment of human rigitighe Internet,

* Non-member State of the Human Rights Council.
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Recalling further General Assembly resolutions relating to the isstiszvomen’s
empowerment, including resolutions 66/130 of 19 éelcer 2011 on women and political
participation, and 66/216 of 22 December 2011 omei in development, and the agreed
conclusions of the Commission on the Status of Wgine

Reaffirming that women and men have the right to enjoy, oraural basis, all their
human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Recognizing that the effective exercise of the right to freedof opinion and
expression, as enshrined in the International Canveon Civil and Political Rights and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, is esserfiial the enjoyment of other human
rights and freedoms, and constitutes a fundameiitat for building a democratic society
and strengthening democracy, bearing in mind tHathaman rights are universal,
indivisible, interdependent and interrelated,

Recognizing also the important contributions that women have maueatds the
achievement of representative, transparent and uataiole Governments in many
countries,

Acknowledging the important role of women journalists and wont@man rights
defenders in the exercise, promotion and protectifothe right to freedom of opinion and
expression and, in this context, expressing conatthe risks faced by these women in the
exercise of their work,

Sressing the critical importance of women’s political paiiation in all contexts,
including in times of peace and of conflict andktstages of political transition, concerned
that many obstacles still prevent women from pgudittng in political life on equal terms
with men, and noting in that regard that situatiofigolitical transition may provide a
unique opportunity to address such obstacles,

Recognizing the essential contributions that women aroundvibdd continue to
make to the achievement and maintenance of inten@tpeace and security and to the full
realization of all human rights, to the promotiohdemocracy, sustainable development
and economic growth, and to the eradication of ggy@unger and disease,

Highly concerned that women in every part of the world continudéomarginalized
from the political, economic and social spheretgrofis a result of discrimination, unequal
access to education, lack of access to health taalisproportionate effect of poverty on
women, and violence against women and girls,

1. Affirms the fundamental role that freedom of opinion axplression plays in
the ability of women to interact with society atde, in particular in the realms of
economic and political participation, and reaffirthat the active participation of women,
on equal terms with men, at all levels of decisioaking, is essential to the achievement of
equality, sustainable development, peace and dexxcr

2. Expresses deep concern that discrimination, intimidation, harassment and
violence, including in public spaces, often prevemmen and girls from enjoying fully
their human rights and fundamental freedoms, inndheir right to freedom of opinion
and expression, which hinders their full participatin economic, social and political
affairs;
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3. Callsupon all States:

(@  To promote, respect and ensure women'’s exeréifeedom of opinion and
expression, both online and offline, including asembers of non-governmental
organizations and other associations;

(b)  To ensure that women and girls exercising thigintrto freedom of opinion
and expression are not discriminated against, quéatily in employment, housing, the
justice system, social services and education;

(¢ To facilitate the full, equal and effective paipation and free
communication of all women at all levels of decaisimaking in their societies and in
national, regional and international institutionacluding in the mechanisms for the
prevention, management and resolution of conflicts;

(d) To facilitate equal participation in, access twdause of information and
communications technology, such as the Interngtlyam a gender perspective, and to
encourage international cooperation aimed at theldpment of media and information
and communication facilities in all countries;

(e) To provide women and girls with access to effectiemedies for violations
of their right to freedom of opinion and expressiand to ensure that there is no impunity
for gender-based violence, including sexual vioengsed to intimidate women and girls
who are exercising their right to freedom of opmand expression;

4, Invites the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and ptioteof the right to
freedom of opinion and expression to include in f@ports an analysis of the role of
freedom of opinion and expression in improving waraeparticipation in political, social
and economic life and in advancing gender equaywell as an analysis of the challenges
that women face in exercising their freedom of apirand expression.




