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  22/… High-level panel discussion on the question of the death penalty 

 The Human Rights Council, 

Reaffirming the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, 

 Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights and the Convention on the Rights of the Child,  

 Recalling also General Assembly resolutions 62/149 of 18 December 2007, 63/168 

of 18 December 2008, 65/206 of 21 December 2010 and 67/176 of 20 December 2012 on 

the question of a moratorium on the use of the death penalty,  

 Recalling further all previous resolutions of the Commission on Human Rights on 

the question of the death penalty, the last of which was resolution 2005/59 of 20 April 

2005,  

 Recalling Human Rights Council decision 18/117 of 28 September 2011,  

 Taking note of the reports of the Secretary-General on the question of the death 

penalty, the latest of which highlights the significant developments towards the universal 

abolition of the death penalty and some noticeable steps towards restricting its use in 

countries that have retained it,1   

  
 *

 Non-Member State of the Human Rights Council. 

 1 A/HRC/21/23. 
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 Acknowledging the opportunity to hold international debates relating to the death 

penalty, as suggested by the General Assembly,  

 1. Decides to convene, at its twenty-fifth session, a high-level panel discussion 

on the question of the death penalty with the aim of exchanging views on advances, best 

practices and challenges relating to the abolition of the death penalty and to the introduction 

of a moratorium on executions, as well as on national debates or processes on whether to 

abolish the death penalty; 

 2. Requests the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights to organize the panel discussion and to liaise with States, relevant United Nations 

bodies, agencies, treaty bodies, special procedures and regional human rights mechanisms, 

as well as with parliamentarians, civil society, including non-governmental organizations, 

and national human rights institutions, with a view to ensuring their participation in the 

panel discussion; 

 3. Also requests the Office of the High Commissioner to prepare a report on the 

panel discussion in the form of a summary. 

    


