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CoBeT Mo npaBaM 4eJjioOBeKa

JABaguaras ceccus

IIyukT 8 moBecTKH AHS

IMocaeayrwomme Mepbl U ocymecTBiieHue Benckoii
aexaapauuu u Ilporpammel aeiicreuit

Nudopmauus, npeacraBjieHHas A3HaTCKO-
TuxookeaHcKUM (popyMOM HALMOHAJIBHBIX
NMPaBO3alIUTHBIX yupexaeHuii (ATdD)-

3anucka Cekperapuara

Cexperapuar CoBeTa Mo mpaBaM 4YelOBEKa HACTOSLIUM IMPEMPOBOKAAET CO-
obuieHue, mpeactaBieHHoe Asuarcko-TuxookeaHCckuMm (OPYMOM HAMOHATIBHBIX
MpaBo3amuTHBIX yupexaeHuit (ATD)** u BoCHpOU3BOJUMOE HUKE B COOTBETCTBHUU C
npaBuioM 7 b) mpaBun npoueaypsi, CoaepKamuxcs B MPUIOKEHUU K pe3oonuu 5/1
CoBeTa, COMIACHO KOTOPOMY Y4YacCTHE HAIMOHANbHBIX MPAaBO3AUIUTHBIX YYPEKICHUN
OCHOBBIBAETCs Ha MpOIeAypax U MpakTHKe, coriacoBaHHbiXx Komuccuedt mo mpaBam
4yesoBeka, Bkirouas pesontonuto 2005/74 ot 20 anpenst 2005 ropaa.

* HamumonanbpHOE MPaBO3aIUTHOE YUPEXKASHUE C aKKPEIUTALMOHHBIM CTaTyCcoOM
kareropuu "A", IpUCBOCHHBIM MeXIyHapOIHBIM KOOPJUHAIMOHHBIM KOMUTETOM
HaIlMOHAJIBHBIX YUPEKJESHUH, 3aHUMAIOIIUXCS OONIPEHUEM M 3alIUTON MpaB YeIoBeKa.

** BOCHPOU3BOAUTCS B MPHUIOKESHUH B MOJYUYSHHOM BHUJE TOJIBKO Ha TOM SI3bIKE, HA KOTOPOM
OHO OBLTO MPEACTABICHO.
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[English only]

Written contribution by the Asia Pacific Forum of National
Human Rights I nstitutions (APF)

20th Session of the Human Rights Council
(18 June - 06 July 2012)

This statement provides an update on the Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights In-
gtitutions' (APF) collaboration with and contributions to United Nations (UN) agencies and
fora, 2011-2012. It is submitted to the 20th regular session of the Human Rights Council to
complement the ‘ Report of the Secretary-General on national ingtitutions for the promotion
and protection of human rights' pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 17/9 of
16 June 2011.

APF-OHCHR-UNDP Capacity Assessments

During 2011 through to June 2012, the APF, the Office of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) conducted capacity assessments of the national human rights institutions (NHRIs)
of Afghanistan, Australia, Mongolia, the Palestinian territories, and Sri Lanka These as-
sessments built on a March 2011 regional training workshop, hosted by the APF and the
UNDP Asia-Pacific Regiona Centre in Bangkok, Thailand, which brought together repre-
sentatives from six APF member institutions, OHCHR and UNDP, and a representative of
the Network of African National Human Rights Ingtitutions. The workshop provided par-
ticipants with an introduction to the Capacity Development Approach and Capacity As-
sessment Framework. It also facilitated the exchange of lessons learnt from previous capac-
ity assessments, enabling the capacity assessment methodology to be adapted and refined.

Capacity assessments, which are conducted in partnership with a NHRI, assist the institu-
tion to identify achievable and sustainable steps to strengthen its work. At June 2012, the
APF, OHCHR and UNDP had completed a total of nine capacity assessments, with assess-
ments having also been conducted with the NHRIs of Jordan, Malaysia, Maldives and Thai-
land.

Human Rights Council review process

At the conclusion of its 16th regular session in March 2011, the Human Rights Council
adopted by consensus the outcome document on its five-year review. The APF and a num-
ber of its member ingtitutions were closely engaged in the Human Rights Council review
process, including through supporting the International Coordinating Committee of Na-
tional Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (ICC) advocacy
campaign. The review outcome document confirms five new contribution opportunities for
Paris Principles-compliant NHRIs in the work of the Human Rights Council.

Commission on the Status of Women

In 2011, the APF, with the support of the ICC, continued its campaign for ‘A’ status NHRI
participation rights at annual sessions of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW).
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APF advocacy has helped to raise awareness of the role of NHRIs and the concrete contri-
butions that they could make at CSW sessions to better advance the rights of women and
girls. At present, NHRIs may only participate at CSW sessions if they are invited to attend
as part of their Government’s delegation. Five APF member institutions attended the 55th
session of CSW in New York in March 2011: the NHRIs of Australia, Jordan, Korea, New
Zedland and the Philippines.

4. Regional consultation on reproductiverights

In June 2011, the APF, in partnership with the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA),
held a regiona consultation on integrating reproductive rights into the work of NHRIs in
Kuala Lumpur, Maaysia. Hosted by the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia, the con-
sultation brought together representatives from NHRIs and UNFPA country offices in the
Asia-Pecific to promote collaboration on reproductive rights and to develop strategies for
strengthening the capacity of NHRIs to work on reproductive rights. Special emphasis was
placed on the reproductive rights of women and adolescent girls, and the importance of sex
education and reproductive health programmes. The consultation built on an APF-UNFPA
reproductive rights project that included a comprehensive survey of 15 APF member insti-
tutions.

5. National dialogueon OPCAT: Maldives

On 13 to 14 July 2011, the Human Rights Commission of the Maldives hosted a national
dialogue on the Optiona Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, In-
human or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT). The event brought together rep-
resentatives from the Maldives Commission, Government, the judiciary, civil society, and
members of the UN Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture (SPT).

The meeting was facilitated by the Association for the Prevention of Torture; akey partner
to the APF's training activities on torture prevention. Its objective was to take stock of how
the OPCAT system has functioned in the Maldives, to identify areas for improvement, and
to develop a collaborative approach to introducing these improvements. The Human Rights
Commission of the Maldives, as the Maldives' National Preventative Mechanism under
OPCAT, has the authority to make unannounced visits to places of detention and to inter-
view detaineesin private.

6. Supporting NHRI establishment in the Pacific

During the period of August 2011 to June 2012, the APF, OHCHR and the Pacific Islands
Forum Secretariat (PIFS) visited Palau, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu at the invitation of
Government to conduct consultations on the establishment of NHRIs. These visits built
upon the APF, OHCHR and PIFS' continuing work with the Governments of Nauru, Papua
New Guinea, and Samoa.

While in-country, the three institutions met with a broad range of people to seek their views
on their main human rights challenges, the kinds of roles that a NHRI could serve in ad-
dressing these challenges and in supporting existing institutions, and the type of NHRI that
would best suit the country’s cultural, political and legal systems. After each visit, the APF,
OHCHR and PIFS delivered a report to the Government which: provided an overview of
the different types and roles of NHRIs; set out the existing human rights protection system
in the country and identified human rights protection gaps, captured the views expressed by
people during meetings; and offered some observations and proposed next steps that the
Government could take to advance the NHRI establishment process.
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The APF, OHCHR and PIFS are currently working in partnership with the Governments of
Palau, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu to determine concrete next steps.

7. APF 16th Annual Meeting and Biennial Conference in Bangkok, Thai-
land

In September 2011, the APF held its 16th Annual Meeting and Biennial Conference in
Bangkok, Thailand. Hosted by the National Human Rights Commission of Thailand, the
2011 conference, which brought together some 150 representatives from NHRI's, civil soci-
ety organizations, Governments, and UN offices throughout the Asia-Pacific region, fo-
cused on progress and challenges in realising the right to development. Participants shared
good practice examples of NHRIs work to monitor implementation of the UN Declaration
on the Right to Development. As part of the two-day conference, participants also exam-
ined the situation facing leshian, gay, bisexua and transgender people in the Asia-Pacific
region, as well as steps being taken by NHRIs to advance their rights.

The APF's annua business meeting saw the expansion of the APF's membership to
18 NHRIs, with the National Human Rights Commission of Bangladesh admitted as an
APF Associate Member.

The APF's Forum Council also adopted an APF Gender Policy to ensure that a focus on the
rights of women isintegrated across the APF' s objectives and programmes.

8. APF Regional Conference on Business and Human Rightsin Seoul, K o-
rea

From 11 to 13 October 2011, the APF hosted a Regional Conference on Business and Hu-
man Rights in Seoul, Korea. Co-hosted by APF and the National Human Rights Commis-
sion of Korea, the conference addressed emerging regional trends and issues in human
rights and business, and the training needs of NHRIs to support their capacity to engage and
advise the corporate sector on human rights issues. Around 180 representatives from
NHRIs, international organisations, business associations, Government and non-
governmental organizations attended the three-day meeting, highlighting the growing role
and impact that business has on the human rights of individuals and communities.

The conference examined existing international standards, including the ‘protect, respect
and remedy’ framework developed by Professor John Ruggie, former Special Representa-
tive of the UN Secretary-General on Business and Human Rights. Participants discussed the
steps that NHRIs can take to implement the framework’s Guiding Principles and shared
good practice examples from across the region.
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