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  Japan must accept its responsibilities in violating the human 
rights of young boys in concentration camps in the Dutch 
East Indies, now Indonesia 

The Foundation of Japanese Honorary Debts in The Netherlands represents Dutch ex-

prisoners of war, civilian internees (men, women and children) and those Dutch who were 

left outside the Japanese concentration camps during World War II, now 67 years ago. 

About 100.000 of the 300.000 Dutch who lived in the Dutch East Indies during that period 

are registered with the Foundation. 

One group that the Foundation represents is the group of the so-called Comfort Women, 

young girls and women, sexually abused by the Japanese military and their agents. Many of 

them have died over the years, but those who are still alive are suffering from a trauma that 

will never go away. 

In this statement however the Foundation wants to draw your attention to another group of 

highly traumatised victims. 

One of the cruelest measures by the Japanese military during the occupation of the Dutch 

East Indies was the abduction of Dutch boys over 10 years old into separate concentration 

camps. They were separated from their mothers and locked up. They had to find their own 

way under the most difficult circumstances. Against all war conventions they were put to 

work under harsh and often sordid conditions. In fact the Japanese military kidnaped these 

children and abused them. They were starved, lacked normal medical guidance and left 

without any medicine. Medicine provided for by the Red Cross was used by the Japanese 

military for their own use! 

The abducted Dutch boys were forcibly taken from their mothers, who protested 

vehemently, but to no avail. Many of the boys died; those who returned lost their youth and 

had difficulties in adjusting to normal life. For those boys, if still alive they would be well 

into their eighties now, the time has gone. Their experience is not forgotten and remains 

cruel to this day.  

The physical and psychological damage to all the individual victims of the Japanese 

occupation was considerable and still, after 67 years, continues to haunt the surviving 

victims.  

The horrors inside and outside the Japanese concentration camps in the Dutch East Indies 

during World War II are engraved in their memories. The nights are the most terrifying 

moments. The older one gets, the more the memory is focused on these moments one wants 

to forget.  

The Foundation of Japanese Honorary Debts, together with its sister organisations in China, 

Korea and other East Asian countries occupied by the Japanese military during World War 

II requests, once again, the help of the Human Rights Council to ensure that after 67 years 

Japan recognizes its past and rectifies its violation of human rights during World War II by 

acknowledging the facts and subsequently settling the damage done to victims. 

    


