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Human Rights Council

Eighteenth session

Agenda item 3

Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights,
including the right to development

Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina®, Botswana, Bulgaria“, Canada”, Chile, Colombia’,
Costa Rica, Croatia’, Cyprus’, Czech Republic, Denmark’, Estonia”, Finland”,
France®, Germany’, Georgia“, Greece’, Guatemala, Hungary, Indonesia, Ireland”,
Israel’, Italy, Latvia®, Lithuania“, Luxembourg’, Mexico, Montenegro®, Morocco’,
Netherlands”, Norway, Palestine”, Peru, Poland, Portugal”, Republic of Moldova,
Romania, Serbia”, Slovakia®, Slovenia”, Spain, Sweden”, Switzerland, Tunisia’,
Turkey”, Ukraine”, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland”: draft
decision

18/... Panel on freedom of expression on the Internet

The Human Rights Council,

Reaffirming the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and relevant international human rights treaties,
including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

Recalling all relevant resolutions of the Human Rights Council and the Commission
on Human Rights on the right to freedom of opinion and expression, in particular Council
resolution 12/16 of 2 October 2009,

Noting that freedom of expression on the Internet is an issue of increasing interest as
the rapid pace of technological development enables people all over the world to use new
communications technology,

Taking note of the report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection
of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, submitted to the Human Rights Council
at its seventeenth session, on freedom of expression on the Internet,’

1. Decides to convene, within existing resources, at its nineteenth session, a
panel discussion on the promotion and protection of freedom of expression on the Internet,
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with a particular focus on the ways and means to improve its protection in accordance with
international human rights law;

2. Requests the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights to liaise with relevant special procedures, States and other stakeholders, including
relevant United Nations bodies and agencies, with a view to ensuring multi-stakeholder
participation in the panel discussion;

3. Also requests the Office of the High Commissioner to prepare a report on the
outcome of the panel discussion in the form of a summary.




