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  Note verbale dated 22 July 2011 from the Permanent Mission 
of Azerbaijan to the United Nations Office and other 
international organizations in Geneva addressed to the 
Secretariat of the Human Rights Council*  

 I would like to draw your attention to the recent tragic crime that happened as a 
result of the explosion of a toy with a built-in explosive, deliberately floated by the 
Republic of Armenia in the Tovuz river, flowing from Armenia to Azerbaijan. Aygun 
Shahmaliyeva, a 13-year-old Azerbaijani girl, was killed and her mother, Elnara 
Shahmaliyeva, was seriously wounded on 14 July 2011. 

The constant and deliberate targeting and killing of Azerbaijani children by the 
Republic of Armenia is the manifestation of the continuous tragic effects of the enjoyment 
of the culture of impunity by the Armenian side.  

I would highly appreciate it if you could circulate my letter and its annex as an 
official document of the Human Rights Council under agenda item 4. 

(signed)  

Dr. Murad N. Najafbayli 

      Ambassador, Permanent Representative 

  
  *  Annex is reproduced as received, in the language of submission only. 
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Annex 

  Statement 

On 14 July 2011, as a result of the explosion of the toy-like mine trap in the Alibayli village 
of the Tovuz district of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Aygun Shahmaliyeva, a thirteen-year-
old Azerbaijani girl was killed and her mother Elnara Shahmaliyeva was seriously 
wounded. It should be noted that this tragic incident occurred by a toy, with a built-in 
explosive, deliberately floated by the Republic of Armenia to the Tovuz river flowing from 
Armenia to Azerbaijan. 

The following facts - the Alibayli village being one of the closest settlements of the Tovuz 
district in the direction of border with Armenia where the tragic incident happened in, the 
arrival of the explosive device in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan through the 
Tovuz river that takes its source in the Republic of Armenia and crosses the border between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan - irrefutably testify that the device was prepared by the Armenian 
side deliberately and in a specially assigned manner. The make-up of the explosive device 
in a toy-like fashion clearly demonstrates the real intention of Armenia and that targeting 
children was anticipated in advance.    

The tragic death of the Azerbaijani child caused deep anger and fury of the whole 
Azerbaijani public. Constant and regular violations of the ceasefire by the armed forces of 
the Republic of Armenia, the deliberate targeting and killing of the Azerbaijani civilians 
and children while the intensive negotiations on the peaceful solution of the Armenia-
Azerbaijan conflict are underway once again indicate  that these actions by Armenia serve 
the intentional disruption of the conflict settlement process and deal a great blow upon the 
confidence-building measures between the parties to the conflict at such a sensitive period 
of time. 

The Republic of Azerbaijan strongly protests against yet another hateful and dangerous 
provocation of the Republic of Armenia. By the intentional killing of an Azerbaijani child 
and the shameless denial of its responsibility for this odious crime, the Armenian side has 
demonstrated once again that it feels no remorse and mercy for the senseless loss of life of a 
thirteen-year-old girl, and moral and ethical principles of humanity are alien to Armenia. 

The violent and bloody action by the Republic of Armenia against the innocent Azerbaijani 
girl in a complete disregard of its obligations and commitments under international law can 
only be considered as a presumed and immediate consequence of the consistent policy of 
the official Yerevan line in conveying the odious ideas of racial superiority and hatred laid 
down in the state policy of the Republic of Armenia. 

The Republic of Azerbaijan calls upon the Member States of the United Nations, the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the other relevant human rights 
institutions of the United Nations to condemn such horrible and heinous actions of the 
Republic of Armenia which already led to the killing and maiming of thousands of innocent 
Azerbaijani children. The numerous and tragic facts on the bloody actions against the 
Azerbaijani civilian population, especially children win no respect to the Republic of 
Armenia but the label of the child killer.  
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Administrative map of the Tovuz district of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
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