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Courtesy translation

Mr. Sihasak Phuangketkeow
President of the Human Rights Council

I had sent you a letter on the 5™ of August 2010 regarding the detention of the Syrian
citizen Fida’a Al-Sha’er and his father Majed Al-Sha’aer by the Israeli occupying forces
using fabricated accusations that serve to terrorize the Syrian citizens in the occupied
Syrian Golan. I would like to draw your attention to a new measure undertaken by the
Israeli occupying forces. On the 17™ of February 2011, the central Israeli court in Nazareth
handed down iniquitous sentences against the two prisoners. Majed Al’Sha’er was
sentenced to five years, and his son Fida’a Al-Sha’er was sentenced to 3 years of
imprisonment.

The Israeli authorities arrested Mr. Majed and Fida’a in July 2010, and they have
been detained ever since. Fida’a was arrested upon his return from France for the summer
holidays in the Golan at the end of the school year, and as soon as he descended the
aeroplane in Ben gorion airport. The Israeli authorities then proceeded to arrest his father
two days later.

The Israeli occupation forces continue to defy the minimum standards of respect for
human rights. Israeli police searched the homes of the two detainees in a provocative
manner, and fired tear gas extensively on the citizens who gathered around the house. The
Syrian prisoner Fares Al-Sha’aer was detained for five months in Israeli prisons with the
usual accusations the Israeli authorities are accustomed to fabricating against the occupied
territories outside the occupied Golan. He was prevented from leaving the house and from
returning to the Golan pending his trial. This was done as a continuation to the Israeli
occupation force’s arbitrary policy against the citizens of the occupied Syrian Golan.

I reiterate the need for the UN to assume its responsibilities through promoting the
collective efforts of the UN member states to put an end to the policy of state terrorism
which has become a permanent practice of the Israeli policy, and to put an end to Israel’s
continued violation of United Nations resolutions, the International Law, the International
Humanitarian Law and the most basic human rights principles.

I ask for pressure to be brought to bear on Israel to release all those detained and
arrested in Israeli prisons, and to withdraw from the occupied Syrian Golan in compliance
with the relevant international resolutions, including Security Council resolution number
497.

As long as Israeli occupation of Arab lands continues, and as long as it continues to
consider itself above all international resolutions, laws and customs, the situation in the
region will further worsen deteriorate. This will have a detrimental effect on regional and
world peace and security. It will also undermine the international efforts to put an end to the
gross and systematic violations to human rights, in addition to undermining the promotion
of the rule of law that respects the dignity of the peoples of the world.

Please accept my highest respects.

(signed) Walid Al Moallem
Minister for Foreign Affairs
In the Syrian Arab Republic

Damascus 14/3/2011
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