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This annex includes cases raised in communications with the Iranian authorities by Special
Procedures mandate-holders but only reported publicly to the Human Rights Council
during the period under review.

Torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment

1. On 12 January 2009, the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment jointly with the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
and the Special Rapporteur on the independence of Judges and Lawyers, expressed
concerns over the detention of Mr Arash Alaei and Mr Kamiar Alaei in section 209 of Evin
Prison, where detainees are reportedly routinely subjected to prolonged interrogation while
blindfolded, to solitary confinement, sleep deprivation, threats, beatings and stress positions.
Concerns were also expressed over the lack of fair trial procedure, where during the
criminal process that led to the trial of Mr Alaei and Mr Kamiar before Tehran’s
Revolutionary Court on 31 December 2008, neither the defendant’s lawyer was informed of
all charges against them, nor had they been allowed to review all the evidence in the case.
The Iranian authorities stated that Mr Alaei and Mr Kamiar were arrested on charges of
acting against national security and collaborating with belligerent states and were sentenced
to 6 years and 3 years in prison respectively. The ruling was upheld by the appellate court.

2. On 4 February 2009, the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman
and degrading treatment or punishment drew the attention of authorities to the case of Mr
Arzhang Davoudi, who was arrested on 9 November 2003 without a warrant and taken to
section 2A of Evin Prison, where he was held in a solitary cell. Mr Davoudi was allegedly
beaten, insulted, tortured and interrogated from midnight to morning. After a trial which
took place behind close doors and lasted less then an hour and without the presence of a
lawyer, Mr. Davoudi was sentenced to 15 years imprisonment. On 14 January 2009, Mr
Davoudi who resisted security officers from chaining him during his transfer to 15"
Revolutionary Court was punched by the guards and also handcuffed with one arm over his
shoulder. He was kept in a single cell with two other prisoners, who were accused of
murder.

Death penalty

3. On 22 December 2009, the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions drew the attention of the Government to the cases of several men
including juveniles sentenced to death on charges of sodomy. According to the information,
Nemat Safavi was arrested on charges of /avat in June 2006, when he was 16. In 2008, the
Criminal Court of Ardabil found him guilty and sentenced him to death. In November 2009,
the Supreme Court quashed the sentence and sent the case back to a different section of the
Criminal Court of Ardabil. On 31 May 2007, Ghaseem Bashkool, a university student and
another man were arrested on charges of lavat and sentenced them to death. In July 2008,
the Criminal Court of Tabriz found Mahdi Pooran aged 16, Ebrahim Hamidi, Hamid Taghi,
and Mehdi Rezai guilty of /avat and sentenced them to death. Furthermore, the Criminal
Court of Shiraz found Mohsen Ghabraji guilty of /avat and sentenced him to death. The
judgment was upheld on appeal by the Supreme Court. In February 2008, Hamze Chavoshi
and Loghman Hemzepour were arrested on charges of lavat.
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Executions of juvenile offenders

4. On 22 December 2009, the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions drew the attention of the Government regarding the sentencing of
juveniles Nemat Safavi and Mahdi Pooran to death on charges of homosexuality. Both
defendants charged with lavat were sentenced to death for acts committed when they were
under 18 years. The Special Rapporteur expressed concern over the sentence and stated any
judgments imposing the death sentence and executions of juvenile offenders would be
incompatible with the international obligations of the Islamic Republic of Iran under
various international human rights instruments including International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights and Convention on Child Rights.

5.0n 31 March 2009, the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary
executions expressed concern regarding Mr. Abu Moslem Sohrabi, a man sentenced to
death as gesas (retribution) for a killing committed in 2001, when he was aged 17.
According to information, the death sentence was being affirmed by the Court during the
review ordered by the Supreme Court in July 2008.

Women’s rights

6. On 28 December 2009, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its
causes and consequences jointly with the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders sent an allegation letter
regarding the arrest and detention of several members of the One Million Signature
Campaign, particularly Ms Somayeh Rashidi, who was notably supporting the campaign.
According to information, on 14 December 2009, security officials went to Ms Rashidi’s
house and seized her belongings after searching her house. Five days later, Ms Rashidi was
summoned to the Revolutionary Court, where she was allegedly interrogated, charged,
detained and transferred to Evin Prison. It was alleged that several other members of the
campaign were also previously arrested and detained in April 2009, and more than eleven
members were allegedly summoned to the Revolutionary Courts for questioning. Concerns
were expressed that the arrest and detention of Ms Rashidi could be directly related to her
work in defense of human rights.

Freedom of peaceful assembly and association and freedom of opinion
and expression

7. On 19 January 2010, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the
right to freedom of opinion and expression, together with the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention and the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers sent a
joint communication regarding Mr. Payam Jahangiry, a student of political science at
Shiraz University and a supporter of the opposition movement, who was arrested on 5
December 2009 at his home in Shiraz. The arresting officers who at first identified
themselves as workers from an electricity provider and forced their way in as Mr. Jahangiry
opened the door, searched his home and confiscated various personal belongings, including
four computers and various documents and photographs. Concerns were expressed that the
arrest and detention of Mr. Jahangiry had been carried out solely in connection with his
reportedly peaceful and legitimate exercise of his rights to freedom of opinion and
expression, assembly and association.
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