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Guyana refers to information provided before the UPR about the parliamentary and civil society
engagement in the establishment of these constitutional commissions.

This Act came into operation by (Commencement) Order on May 25, 2010.

An electronic copy is attached.

This body was established in accordance with Article 197 (5) of the Constitution and by way of
Resolution # 21 of May 16, 2003 in the National Assembly. The Leader of the Opposition named 2
members, the government two and the President named the chair. Its report required an affirmative
resolution of the National Assembly.

In keeping with recommendations of the 2004 DFC Report and those of the 2003-2004 Presidential
Commission of Enquiry into extra- judicial killings, on the granting and issuance of Firearm licenses
subject to review by an oversight body, the Firearms regulations have been so amended.

The Guyana Prison Service (GPS) held a one day retreat of Senior officers on August 12, 2010 to
examine the 2010-2015 Strategic Plan for the GPS and focused on correctional measures, prison
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rehabilitation programmes, welfare issues, custodial and non-custodial capacity constraints,
recruitment and training, prison enterprise development and the application of appropriate technology
for the all round development of the prison system. The retreat called for a Sentence Management
Board and the launching of an Internal Cadetship Programme.

The National Stakeholders Forum of Feb 18th, 19th, 20 and 27th 2008 made up over 100 national
civil society organizations agreed to a new national security plan to fight crime as well as establish a
parliamentary oversight committee on the security sector and the completion of the appointment of
the 4 constitutional Human Rights Commissions. These agreements and recommendations were
unanimously affirmed by way of Parliamentary Resolution # 54 of March 27, 2008 and are in various
stages of implementation as reported herein.

Article 149 (1) (a) states that “ no law shall make any provision that is discriminatory either of itself
or in its effect “ and more particularly Article 149 (2) “in this article the expression “discriminatory
“ means affording different treatment to different persons attributable wholly or mainly to their or
their parents’ or guardians’ respective descriptions by race, place of origin, political opinion, colour ,
creed, age, disability, marital status, sex, gender, language, birth, social class, pregnancy, religion,
conscience, belief or culture whereby persons of one such description are subjected to disabilities or
restrictions to which other persons of the same or another description are not made subject or
accorded privileges or advantages which are not afforded to other persons of the same or another such
description.” Article 149 (3) states that “Paragraph 1(a) shall not apply to any law so far as that law
makes provision (a) with respect to persons who are not citizens.... .”

See laws of Guyana at www.gina.gov.gy/gina_pub/laws/tableofcontents.pdf for laws enacted before
1998.

See Guyana revised Constitution Articles 212 J, 212 L, 212 M, 212 N, 212 0, 212 P and 212 A- F,
212G, 212 H-K, 212 Q- R, 212 S-T, 212 U-V.

Guyana signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on April 11, 2007.

The Society Against Sexual Orientation Discrimination (SASOD) recently organized a consultation
on the abolition of corporal punishment and the death penalty and decriminalizing same sex
relationships, the outcomes are to date unknown.

The Human Rights Training Manual (referred to at the UPR) is the standard instrument used in the
Disciplined Services.

New interventions, such as school uniforms for all school children in the public educational system
commenced in August 2010 and a new government-commercial bank microcredit facility for women
launched in June 2010, continue to strengthen this policy.

Guyana’s report to the CROC April 2010 and the UPR May 2010 inform on its interventions to
protect children from all forms of abuse including street children. Guyana reiterates that it enacted
comprehensive and progressive legislation on children in 2009 and the Sexual Offences Act which
provide greater protection for children.

The Joint Opposition Political Parties published a “Dossier in support of an Independent Legal
Interrogation of Grave Human Rights Abuses in Guyana (1993-2009)” in November 2009. This
Dossier stated that there were 449 killings. The JOPP admitted that the Dossier had been compiled
based on media reports rather than on formal complaints/case submissions. The credibility of the
Dossier has been challenged as persons who were said to have been killed by extra-judicial killings in
fact were alive, died in traffic accidents or from natural or other causes. The report’s
classifications/inclusions confuses alleged victims of extra-judicial killings and abuses by the
Disciplined Forces and victims of gang violence, with those victims of predators, and innocent
bystanders with other cases that are unrelated and uninvolved. The Guyana Human Rights
Association stated that between 1980-2001 there were 239 fatal shootings by the Police and 18 deaths
in police custody in “Ambivalent about Violence: A report on Fatal Shootings by the Police in
Guyana, 1980-2001, February 2002”; these findings were repeated in its submission to the OHCHR in
2008, in which the majority of the cases occurred in the 1980-1992 period. In a more recent statement
on October 22, 2009 the GHRA reported that it had a list of 60 persons killed from January 2002-
June 2003 to submit to the special team set up by the Police to investigate murders allegedly
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committed by drug convict Shaheed “Roger” Khan.

It should be noted that one of the Opposition parliamentary parties brought a motion on torture to the
National Assembly in Feb 1 2008 which was debated. The Leader of the Opposition brought a
parliamentary motion on October 23, 2009 calling for an international inquiry into “Roger” Khan, the
so-called leader of the “Phantom Squad”, the Speaker advised that the motion was inadmissible and
advised that it be amended in keeping with the Standing Orders but the Opposition took no further
action. The government remains prepared to debate this matter.

Additionally 25 police ranks (the most in its 143 year history) and 3 soldiers were killed in this
period, the majority were executed off-duty. One female prison officer is permanently disabled.

By way of Resolution # 69 of October 27, 2008 in the National Assembly the Joint Services were
congratulated for bringing an end to the violent crime gangs who terrorized Guyanese society in the
2002-2008 period and were urged to foster greater public confidence.

The findings of these bodies were published and available to the media; the media was also present
during the proceedings of all court martial.

The Chairman, former Chancellor of the Judiciary and retired Justice Cecil Kennard, of the Police
Complaints Authority in June 2010 reported that it had dealt with 25 cases of alleged unlawful
killings over the past 3 years.(5-2007; 8- 2008; 8-2009; 4 -2010) .Inquests were currently being held
into all of them. For 2010 thus far, he reported that the PCA had received 255 complaints against
police ranks ranging from neglect of duty to unlawful arrest, using unnecessary violence and 4 cases
of unlawful killing. There were 355 complaints to the PCA in 2009. The year of the highest
complaints to the PCA was in 1989 with over 580 complaints.

The OPR GPF reported that in 2010 that it had received 180 complaints in 2009 representing an 11%
increase and 62 members of the force were before the courts charged with various crimes (robbery,
simple larceny, bribery, indecent assault).

In October 2009, a special unit headed by the Crime Chief of the Guyana Police Force publicly called
“on all individuals, organizations or groups who may have information or vital evidence concerning
the alleged murders involving the Fineman gang, Roger Khan’s gang or any other gang or individuals
who may be involved to come forward and provide whatever information or evidence that may be
available”. This has born some fruit and the special unit continues to function.
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