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ANNEX
MUSLIM MINORITY IN THRACE, GREECE

In general terms, it is a fact that, based on the principle of equality before the law and of
civil rights, as well as in the framework of the rule of law, guaranteed by the Greek Constitution,
the members of the Muslim minority in Thrace, Greece, enjoy the same rights and obligations as
any other Greek citizen, irrespective of his or her religious beliefs.

It is beyond doubt that the region of Thrace in Greece has long been a place of harmonious
coexistence between Christians and Muslims, even before the terms “xenophobia” and / or
“islamophobia” — “christianophobia” were brought to the agenda of the international community.

Furthermore, Thrace is a place where human rights and freedom of religion of the Muslim
minority are fully respected.

Fringe electronic or written media comments and one isolated incident of verbal violence -
which has never been reported by the minority press or denounced to the authorities- cannot
constitute a hate crime whatsoever; nor can they be the basis for any claims that a racist, hostile
to the Muslim minority, environment exists in Greece.

The Government of Greece rejects any allegations of hate speech in the media.

On the contrary, one could not turn a blind eye to hate biased speeches delivered by few —
but influential- Muslim religious leaders in Thrace, which insult the Christian majority.

The few provocative statements by a specific NGO should leave the vast majority of the
members of the Muslim minority in Thrace to continue living in harmony with their Christian
fellow—Greek citizens.



