UNITED

NATIONS A

General Assembly Distr.
LIMITED

A/HRC/10/L.14
20 March 2009

Original: ENGLISH

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
Tenth session
Agendaitem 3

PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF ALL HUMAN RIGHTS, CIVIL,
POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS,
INCLUDING THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT

Austria*, Belgium*, Bolivia, Bosnia and Her zegovina, Bulgaria*, Cameroon,
Chile, Croatia*, Cuba, Cyprus*, Djibouti, Ecuador*, Estonia*, Finland*, France,
Germany, Greece*, Guatemala*, Hungary*, Ireland*, Italy, Latvia*, Lithuania*,
Luxembourg*, Malta*, Mexico, M ontenegr o*, Netherlands, Panama*, Peru*,
Portugal*, Romania*, Russian Federation, Serbia*, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain*,
Tunisia*, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)*, Zambia: draft resolution

10/... Question of therealization in all countries of economic, social and
cultural rights: follow-up to Human Rights Council resolution 4/1

The Human Rights Council,

Guided by the principles relating to economic, social and cultural rights enshrined in,
inter alia, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on
Economic, Socia and Cultural Rights,

Mindful of recent significant developments and remaining challenges in the promotion and

protection of economic, social and cultural rights at the national, regional and international
levels,

* Non-member State of the Human Rights Council.
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Reaffirming its resolution 4/1 of 23 March 2007, and recalling the resolutions adopted by
the Commission on Human Rights on the question of the realization in al countries of economic,

socia and cultural rights,

1. Callsupon all Statesto take all measures to implement Council resolution 4/1 with a
view to improving the realization of economic, socia and cultura rights;

2. Welcomesthe increase in the number of States parties to the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and reminds States parties of their obligations under

the Covenant;

3. Noteswith interest the adoption of the Optiona Protocol to the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights by the General Assembly on the occasion of
the sixtieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as an important tool to

help strengthen the protection of economic, socia and cultural rights worldwide;

4. Invitesall States partiesto participate in the ceremony of the opening for signatures
of the Optional Protocol, to be held in New Y ork on 24 September 2009 during the 2009 Treaty
Event, and to consider signing and ratifying or acceding to the Optional Protocol with aview to

its early entry into force;

5. Noteswith interest the work carried out by the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rightsto assist States partiesin fulfilling their obligations under the Covenant, and, in
such context, notes the recent adoption by the Committee of general comment No. 19, on the
right to social security and of the revised guidelines on treaty-specific documents to be submitted
by States parties under articles 16 and 17 of the International Covenant on Economic, Socia and
Cultural Rights;

6.  Also noteswith interest the work of other relevant treaty bodies and special
procedures in the promotion and protection of economic, socia and cultural rights within their

respective mandates,
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7.  Expressesits appreciation for the activities of the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rightsin the field of economic, socia and cultural rights, in
particular when facilitating cooperation within its mandate, and strengthening its thematic
expertise in this area at the country and regional levels, and when paying special attention to
such issues as the lega protection of economic, social and cultural rights;

8.  Encourages the Office of the High Commissioner, the treaty bodies, special
procedures of the Council and other relevant United Nations bodies and mechanisms, specialized
agencies or programmes, within their respective mandates, to continue their efforts to promote
the realization of economic, social and cultural rights worldwide, and to enhance their

cooperation in thisregard,

9.  Takesnote of the reports of the Secretary-General on the question of the realization
in all countries of economic, social and cultural rights (A/HRC/7/58 and A/HRC/10/46),

submitted to the Council pursuant to its resolution 4/1;

10. Requeststhe High Commissioner for Human Rights to continue to prepare and
submit to the Council an annual report on the question of the realization in all countries of

economic, social and cultural rights under agendaitem 3;

11. Decidesto remain seized of the matter.



