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INTRODUCTION
I, A Iomdarznial purpose of the United Nations is to achieve. i .,xematlonal

co-opereticn in solving giobal problems of an economic, soclal, cultural or

) P SR S .
nuianitaDran o

vorocter.,  The Declaration end the Programme of Acticn on the-
Tatariislirrent o 2 1 International Economic Order, the Charter of

Hew
and Dutiec of States and the recolutions on development ‘and

rtional co-oneration (General- Assembly resolutions 2201 (S-VT) 5
and 3362 (S-VII)) call, inter alia, for the equitable,
cipation on the basis of sovereign equality of &ll

OT qo*ud economic problems in the common interest of

ing in rdnd the ner‘ass.u. v to ensure the accel eratea

l""

sing couniries.

"o Tha.edopition of the Iatemational Development Strategy for the

Taied Uiitted Natioens Development Decade was an important step in the

pronction of intermational co-operation fordevelopment and reaffirmed the

cospmimment of the intemational r*cmmmty to accelerate the development of

Guveloping countnies.  In this context, it was, Ariter -alia, agreed that:
"In onder to ovsate o v*ditqu more vavmma_bie to the development

of the develoning coun wries and the growth of the world economy in

L
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gereral, edforts for the development end expansion of all energy
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resourcas of the world should be intensified in search of a
lonc-ters solution to the energy nrobler. the internaticnal
community will heve to make substantial and ragid »rograss in
the transition fron the present intarncstiongl econany based
primarily on hydérocarbons. It will have to rely increasingly
on new ané renswable sourcas of enervy,. s22king to raserve
hydrocarbons for non=-ensrgy and non—substituvtacle uscs. In viaw
of the finite sueply of fossil fuels in the world a2conomy and
the often wasteful and inefiicient utilizaticn of those
resources, effective measures for their conszrvation will have
tc be urgently adopted and/or irmroved,. in particular by
devalopsd countries which conswe the aajor sharc of the world's
hvdrocarbon production.”
3. In convening thes Uhited iiations Conference on New and Fenewabls
Sources of inergy, the General Assanbly defined its obiectives in
resolution 33/14&;-/ and called, in rarticular, for the elaboration of
measures for concerted action designad to nraucte toe develoment and
utilization of new and renewable sources of energy,.g/ with a view to
contributing to meetine futwe over—all enercy requirerents, especially
those of the develoning countries, in particilar in the context of
efforts aiined at accelerating the develcpuent of thoe developinc
countrics.
4., The Ceneral Assenbly subsecuently decided that the Conierence
should consiver the avontion of a proorammy: of action in the arce of
new and renewable socurces of snerqy that would, intsr alia, contain
concrete operational measures for subregional, ragional and

3/

internaticnal co-operation in this arca.=

1/ See hnnex 1.

2/ Defined for the purrosss of the Conference to include solar,
qgeothermal and wind power, tidal oower, wave power and thermal qracdient
of the sea, biamass conversion. fuslwood, charcoal, peat, encrgy from
draucht animals, oil shale, tar sands ancG Hydropower.

3/ Ceneral Bssenbly resolution 35/20%.







8. The issue is not whether an energy transition will take place

but whether the international community will achieve it in an orderly .
peaceful , prorressive, just and intesrated manner.  This transition
entails the rationalizetion of the enervy development process. In
view of the often wasteful and inefficient utilization of hydrocarbon
resources by some countries as well as their finite supcly and depletable
nature it has become clear that the previous assummtion of abundant and
cheap enercy is not valid any longer.  Hydrocarbon resources will no
longer be available at the traditionally low levels of carlier years.

At the same time, future demand for energy will increase not only in
industrialized countriss but also nuch more dramatically in developing
countries. If the ¢lobal demand for encrcy is to be met, it will
require a shift away from the curr:nt excessive reliance on hydrocarbons
towards a more diversificd mix of energy sources. It will also require
significant and continuing progress in the efficient and rational use of
available resources. In this context, energy plannins; should nlay

a significant role.

9. It is equally clear that patterns of consumption with the effect

of giving access to enercy to a limited number of countries or to a few
within countries are not compatible with the asreed goals of the
international community.

10. There is a common interest shared by all countries in ensuring

an effective energy transition., which is of critical importance to the
future of all mankind. Such a transition, if based on equitable and
open co-operation, would offer new opportunities for accelerating
economic and social development of developing countries in perticular,
and reducing the present pattern of economic and technological
dependence.  Therefore, continuing adjustments and institutional and
structural changes in international economic relations are required,
taking into account the goals and objectives of the New International
Economic Order. What is needed now is for nations to demonstrate

the necessary political will to respond to the challenge and seize the

opportunities presented.




11, In this re &’ the cevelored countiics hove 2 - orticolar

responsibility to ranifest their politiczl will and use thodr

econaic ond mona eriil ~otentizl to suorort a2fforte oirod ot

on eriactive enercy transitvion. /11 countries should atant
therselves to such 2 trensiticn, which often involveg hihecost
adjustments recuire: to sustain and raiss levale of zconcric
smoerth,  Tor Jdevelopin countries an edfective ency'y wansition
may involve the quesiion of econcmic survival and increased

ener v availabilities will be essentinl if a ate anl pattemn

of owth necessary to et their socinl ond econcoric ievelopment

e e e
frective achieveront of this

objectives is to be attained.

ener:y transition should be vicwe! as an essential elarent lor
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assuring sustained ~prowth of the internationa

.
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ramner that, consistent with the neecs and owtions of iniliv
countries, is technically i —conomically Teasiple, soclally
ecuitable and environentzlly sustainable and for saleruardine
world peace and stability. Attention iz also dravm to the
intervelationship between the develooment of 4°SE antt broader
issues, such as renuine disarmaent. In this reran’, concoocte
prorress towards the ~oals of - eneral end commlete disaranent under
ffective international control, includinge the ur-ent ir nlerentation

of measures of disarrament, would releass substents i1l Aadgiticnal

resources which could be utilized for social ~nd econaiic develorment =

including; iIMSE - particularly for the benefit of the develonin:

countries.






Lis oencrgy wansition sosude take nlace an a manner which would
not cawsa harmfvl chander an he ervarorment tut vould, in so far
as possisle, fmprova envircmaemntal conditions.

17, Tn o¥iay o ansure Uhe v otranesotion, in addition to

actively develoria, all tres of ensroy gource:, effective iweasures

Lom b ctiservavion of coerty, Including the maximam esficiency
of ersxgy uvkilizetion, 1Lt have o e uz‘a;er;tly adorteg and/or
srTrove. . in gcarticular v Geveloyed corixiss.  The benagits %o

t2 dexvived rom @ wore ravimmal use oF 9nEXgY can, in g0 cases,

coatriute significantly oo the =ilect frovght atoutc by tha

~avels, ment of new apt rend.=ile souncern < enerdy.

15, 1he Joveloment anc LolLlizatlion of wtw end ranewatle sources of
oy must ke viawed ir toe contest oI Loy enere treasitic. e

and reneanle scorces of ooyy can Loks a sj.:_,nific:.nt cortritation,

uh thedyr role and yoternilal in dhe wnort term should not e
cvarstatel. It has been oslamated that roew and venewalls scurces O
enz2Y 3y at resent moet &0t 1l

recuirarents. In e

role in meetinj_z the «;;lcbal encrey

(J

ntinue to play 2 ve
cemand, hut; over time, Tab role wilil Jeclire. To facilitate the
enargy transition, a -rocess should now o2 set in motion to ensuaroe
ficiznt identiiicaticn, exvlcration, ascesswent, develoisent
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ok ubilization ¢f sneryy sources, including naw and renevwalle scurcas

i
of enzyyv. In thic conmtases, <he votentisl of new and ronpevable socress

cf enerey 1must ke considererd] as £ oaynande variavle, that will tend to
Licreass with the refinsient, devaloament and grog.ularizatim\ ~t

o
16. The concent of rewr &’ renewable scucces of enercy as arhrace?
the CGarzral Asgar>ly I resoluticn 337146 on the Conferencs in

Heirool encansasses a hetorcijenoous ram © Of enaxgy forrms, 23 wel!

as a wide range ¢ ci asscciata! technolrtiss of Jdifferent de_‘_»:ree;

of maturit/; Trom thess —oov' anct in ~reration o these on the

frontier of sciencific imcvirge. It s clear that the ainaaic

-

saientific ana technoloe .zl rocress in fthe field, in conjanction

vt oz develorwents in tng over-all encgy situation ane zssentisl

ety
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factorn to oo constantly comned in the orocesc oI assessing tae

enzrenv otenticl.,  In this cm,t\.xt,
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there is a need to utilize the ~roven technologies to the fullest
axtent ;ossible. Of equal ;imgortance ig an early involvement of
2ll countries camensurate with their anilities, in the rosearch
anG develosment, assimilation, atagtation develosment and
utilization of the new avd renewshle scurces of ensrgv. o this
enc, effective anu efficient intsimationsl co~cperation chould ke
urdertaken to assist nacicnal action at the vovernmental g,
vhere aggoropriats, at the acngoerrmental level in recipient
camtrias In research, 5&&\7&1@_‘1‘&:’:‘:‘:1"(‘., ore~iavaestrent and investment
aiforts, «.: recuired, so that ths: [ull yotentaal of nery =and
reneval ie sowrces of eneryy is rs::.lizec‘l.

17. The development and utilization ¢f new and ransvarle sources
spould le a camon obhjective for all countries of the {~0rlc1'. Wesy
and renewalrle sources O e€heigy are not n=cessarilv mora suited
to satisfy the enercv needs of developin: countries than those of
irGustrialized comirics. The drweloowent of such scurces should,
therefore, not ke intergreted as & rationale for limiting tha access
of develoring countrias to converticmal scurces of energy which
will concin ue to play a w2ry important role in the ir develorment.
13. The dsveloment of new and venewable sources of energy opens
U~ the prostect of increasing inddgencus cnergy suzply and thereby
cuntributing to creater szli-sufficiency. The development of new
and rencwable scurces of snsrygy a2iso creates naw options to xespond
to the energy reocuirements of thoe rural, industrial, transrort
and other domectic sectors, in accordance with national goals and

griorities and provides for a mere diversified and decentralized

rattern of enerjyy surply.

19. Like any znercy source or product, new and renewable sources

. of enaxcy are themselves oth an “input® 2and an "output® of the
develoyment process. The role orF new and renewahle sources cf energy
siculd be nerceived as a dyvnamic interaction hebween resources,
technolodies and present and futare recuirements for ensroy, all

serving national apjectives for econanic and social develcirent.
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23. Th2 Prograime of Action is directed to the achievement of
the following objectives:

(a) To strengthen international co-opzration for the
promnotion and intensification of research and development of
technologies related to new and renewable sources of energy
and to facilitate the transfer and adaptation of technology
from developed to develcping countries, in partlcular as well
as exchange of techrolcgy among developing countries, in order to
strengthen ths indigenous scientific and technological capacity,
including the capacity for the production of capital goodé in
developing countries. '

(b) To stimulate rthe mobilization of additional and adequate
financial resources from developed countries, international financial
institutions and cther internetional organizations and the private
sector, as appropriate 2 the developing countries for the development
of new and renswable sources of energy through programmes and
projects at ths naticnal, subpegiénal, regional and international
levels. Other countries in a positicn to do so should also continue
to make efforts in this regard.

(c) To providz, tirough internctional co-operative efforts.
for the exchangas ¢f informaticn and manpower training, particularly
in the devaloping countries., as well &s to promote their ability to
undertake energy resource evaluation and energy planning in order
to encelerate tne Intreduction of new und renewable sources of
enerzy in thei cnenrgy balances.

{1) To m wmote and provide support for:

(1) The acteinmernc of the national objectives and

priopitics established by developing countries in
the field ¢f new and renewablz sources of energy,
relaced to the strengthening of their national
capanilities and institutionzl infrastructures for
the effective incorporation ¢f new and renewable
owveces of ensrgy into national policy and planning

PrCCaSsal



(ii) The Jdrawin - @ ang immlemeatation of new and renewable snurce

of ensr-y srosranTacs and vrojects im the context of over 2ll
eneryy Slans by all countries =id, in varticular, by devaloniny
coantries.

(2) "o ~wovile, oo recuested, and as avprooriate, assistancs and
suwort for co-operative efinrts amons Jeveloniug countries.

() o specify measures Jdesizned to heishten internationzl awareness
of the advantarses, sotential and econcnic viability of asw and resewable
sources of enerzy, and to sumnort efforts of all countries to take necessary
stens to bring about the maximan f{easible :.ieVelogment of new and rensvable
sources of enerzy, tasine soecial account of the stave of duveloment
reachad in the varicus techncliozies and of their socio-cuitural aad
envirornental imnact,

—z.  The successful implasentation of the DProwrywme of nction will require

the continuinz comnitmant and efforts of Covernmnents. Tre organs,

orzanizations and bodies of the VUnited fnticns system vill assist aporonriately
in the immlementation of the Prosramme. In cortain countries, non-movernmental
entities will also have a simnificant role to olay. All these measuras

should be taken with tue rerard to the necessity to nrowte the full

warticipation of meti and wohen on an equal basis in the realization of the
foreroin~ objectives. Such varticination should thus receive qlue

consideration in any national cnersmy stratecy or im:lementation thereof .

w3, In this context; it is necessary to desizmate adequate mechanisns for

the irplementatiod, monitorias, follow-up and evaluation of the action

taken to carry out the Pro-rame of “icticn,





