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Protection of the environment in relation to armed conflicts

Title of Part Four and texts and titles of the draft principles 19, 20 and
21 provisionally adopted by the Drafting Committee at the seventieth
session

Part Four
Principles applicable in situations of occupation

Draft principle 19
General obligations of an Occupying Power

1. An Occupying Power shall respect and protect the environment of the occupied
territory in accordance with applicable international law and take environmental
considerations into account in the administration of such territory.

2. An Occupying Power shall take appropriate measures to prevent significant harm to
the environment of the occupied territory that is likely to prejudice the health and well-
being of the population of the occupied territory.

3. An Occupying Power shall respect the law and institutions of the occupied territory
concerning the protection of the environment and may only introduce changes within the
limits provided by the law of armed conflict.

Draft principle 20
Sustainable use of natural resources

To the extent that an Occupying Power is permitted to administer and use the natural
resources in an occupied territory, for the benefit of the population of the occupied territory
and for other lawful purposes under the law of armed conflict, it shall do so in a way that
ensures their sustainable use and minimizes environmental harm.

Draft principle 21
Due diligence

An Occupying Power shall exercise due diligence to ensure that activities in the
occupied territory do not cause significant harm to the environment of areas beyond the
occupied territory.
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