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IRAFT TNTERNATIONAL DIECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHETS

Report of the BEconomic and Social Council

1.. Article 68 of the Charter provides that the Council should "set up
commiesions in economic and socisl Fields and Por the promotion of humen
rights, and such other commiasions as may be required for the performance
of ite functions."
2. The Economic and Social Council, at its firat session, established &
Commisaion on on Human Rights {resolution 5{I}). It decided that the
work of the Commisgion should be directed towards submitiing proposuls,
recomsndetions and reports to the Council regarding, inter alia,"(a) an
" international bill of rights......”
3. At ite second seasion, the Council in its resolution 9(II), 7
adopted on 21 June 1946, exprsssed the view "that the purposs of the
United Nations with regerd to the promotion.....of humen rigaty, as
defined in the Charter of the United Nations, can only be fulfilied if
proviglons are made for the implemsntation of human rights and of an
international bill of rights.” The Council requested the Commission orn
Human Righte "to submit at an early date suggestions regerding the ways l
|

end means for the sffective implementation of humanm rights anl fundemeninl
froedoms, with a view to asslsting the Economic and Social Counell in ]
working out arrengemsnts for such implsmentation with other appropriats J
organs of the United Nations®. 1
4. The Commission on Human Rights, at its first sessicn, reguested ite
Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Rapportewr to underteke, with the assistance i
of the Secretarist, the task of formnlating & preliminary draft _ .
international Pill of human rights to be subuitted to the second session _i
of the Commission {dccument E/259, aragraph 10). o
5. At the fourth session of the Economic and Social Council, the
President was informed, by & letter of the Cheirman of the Commiseion

dated 24 March 1947 (see resolution h6(§%)) that she irtended to sppoint

a drafting committes of the Commiseion yhich wquld'Be convened prior to

the gecond session-of the Gommiaaionvghd vhich would prépare, on the btasis
of documsntation supplied by the Secretariat, a preliminary draft of an -
international b1ll of human rights. - '
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6, The Council, In its resolution B6(IV) edopted on 28 March 191&7,
epu'ovad this eotion and reguested the Seoreteriet to prepars & documonted ;
vatline converning an international bill of human rights. It decidsd that
_ the Araft prepared by the ebove-mentioned drafiing committes would be
-gutmitted to the second sesaion of the Commission on Numen Rights; that
. the draft as developsd by the Commission on Human Rights would be submitted
to all Stetes Members of the United Netione for their observations,
‘swggestions end proposals; thet thess obosrvations, suggestions and
" prqposale would then ba considered as a basie of @ vedraft, 1f necessary,
V¥ the drafting committee; that the resvliting draft would then be submitted
- %o the Commission on Humen Rights for final coneiderstion; and that the
Councll would consider the provosed internetionel bill of humsn rights
a8 submitted by the Commission, with a view to recommonding an internationsl
5ill of humen right.a to the General Assembly in 1948,
T. On the ‘baais of the Secretary-aenaral'a documented outline .
{e/cn.%/ac. 1/3/Adﬁ 1) end various proposels submitted by its members, the
Drefting Committes pwepared two documents {B/CN.4/21), ome e draft *
, declaretion or menifesto of human rights, the second & draft convention on
human rights. It aleo discussed the queat:lon of the 1mplemantation of |
_humen righte (g#se E/CN.4/AC.1/R.1 - 19).
- 8. On the besls of the report of the Drafting Committee (E/CN.4/21), the
- Comniesicn on Human Rights, at ita seoond'seaaion, vropered e draft
Tnternational Bill of Humen Rights con~isting of (&) & draft International
- Daolaration of Euman Rights, {b) a draft International Covenent on Human ‘
" Rights, end (o) eunggestions for implesmentetion (E/600, Ammexes A, B &nd C). |
9, The Commission was aseisted in thie work, at both 1ts second end third i
' ' seseions, by one or more officers of the Commission on the Stetus of i
|
|
|

Women, who, in accordance with résoiutiori h6(1V) of the Council, participated
without vote in ite d.e;liberationa when gections of the Bill concerning |
-the particular righte of women wews 'being coneidered.

. 10, The drafte prepared by the Commission at its second session were sent

e a]i Stetea Members of the Tnited Natioms on 9 J'ahuary 1948, Comments,

- - nlsgesticma end propasala wore recelved from the Govermments of Australls,

- Bragil, Canada, Egypt, Frence, India, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand,

" Norway, Pekleten, Sweden, Union of South Africs, United Kingdom end
' United States of .qmerica. :
‘11. At the request of the Council, contained in resolution 118(VI), the

" Onited Tetions conference on Freodom of Informetion coneidered and reported

- {R/CONF.6/79, Annex B) on erticles 17 and 18 of the-draft Internetional
Ll .j_ Declmtion of Humen Righte md artj cle. 17 .of the draft International
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Oovenant on Humen Rights. Ite suggestions for awendments to these arzicles

yers taken into consideration by the Coxmission on Human Righta at its

third sessicn.

12. At 1ts sixth session, the Fconomic and Social Council (resclution
116(VI)F) divected the Commission, through its Drafting Camittee and ab
its next sessiomn, to glve ﬁarticular attention to the impleomentaticn
aspect of the Bill of Human Rights in order to ensure that draft articles
on implementation might he,au‘omitted 6 Member Governments &t the earlissi
poseible date. :
13. On the basis of the comments, suggestione and proposale received from
Governments (E/CN.4/82 and B/CN.:/82/Adds. 1 - 12) the Drafting Committes
et 1ts second session prepared & redraft of the Intermational Declaration
of Humen Rights and the Internsticnal Covenant on Humen Rights (B/CH.M4/95,
Annexes A and B), but did not have time to discuss the question of
implementation. )

th, fThe Commission on Euman Righte considered the draft International
Declaration of Humen Rights at ite third session, and forwarded 1t to the
Beonomic and Soclal Cownell (B/800, Annex A). It had not time to redraft
the draft Internationsl Covenant on Human Rights, but forwarded it to the .
Councll in the form in which it appeared in the report of the second
gossion of the Drafting Committee (E/800, Amnex B). The Commission was
also uneble to consmider in detsil the warious suggsstions for implemeniationm,
but drew the sttention of the Council to such proposals as had been made

{5/800, Annex C).

15. Owing to the pressure of busimess, the Council decided that, at the
fina) plerary stage, there should only be general statements of poaition by
members regarding the draft Interpational Declaration of EHuman Rights ’
without other debate or decisions other than g decision to transmit the
documents to the General Aesembly, together with statements of position.
16. At the final plenary stags, the Council accordingly adopted the
following resolubion:

"IHR ECONOMIC AND SOCTAL COUNCIL

"IECTDES to transmit to the General Assembly the draff
Tnternational Declaration of Humen Rights submitted to the
Council by the Commission on Human Rights in the report of its
third seesion (docwment E/800}, together with the remeinder of
this report and records of the procesdings of the Council at

/1ts-




2
its seventh sesgion on this subjact" .

~ 1 For the text of the draft Declaration of Human Rights, see Official

Records of the Economic and Sccial Council, third year, saven‘bh aepsion,
'Supplament No. 2 {document E/SGO).

2 Dccumenta E/SR 180, E/SR 201, E/SR 202, E/an 215 and E/SR.218,
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