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President: Mr.Kerim ... (The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia)

The meeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m.

Agendaitem 77
Oceans and the law of the sea
(a) Oceansand thelaw of the sea

Report of the Secretary-General on the oceans
and the law of the sea (A/62/66 and Add.1 and
Add.2)

Report on the work of the United Nations
Open-ended I nformal Consultative Process on
Oceans and the Law of the Sea at its eighth
meeting (A/62/169)

Draft resolution (A/62/L.27)

(b) Sustainable fisheries, including through the
1995 Agreement for the Implementation of the
Provisions of the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982
relating to the Conservation and M anagement
of Sraddling Fish Stocksand Highly Migratory
Fish Stocks, and related instruments

Report of the Secretary-General (A/62/260)
Draft resolution (A/62/L.24)

The President: | give the floor to Her Excellency
Ms. Asha-Rose Migiro, Deputy Secretary-General of
the United Nations.

The Deputy Secretary-General: It is an honour
for me to address the General Assembly on behalf of
the Secretary-General on this day, which marks the

twenty-fifth anniversary of the opening for signature of
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
commonly referred to as the constitution of the oceans.
It is also a privilege to stand before the Assembly
40 years after Ambassador Arvid Pardo of Malta, in
this very forum, inspired the international community
to work relentlessly towards an international legal
order that would regulate all uses of the oceans for the
benefit of all.

The Convention was a major achievement of the
United Nations in its quest to strengthen peace,
security, and cooperation and friendly relations among
all nations and to promote the economic and social
advancement of all peoples of the world. The
Convention included new and innovative concepts in
the development of international law. It further
provided an impetus for the conclusion of other
international instruments related to numerous aspects
of ocean uses, such as the conservation, management
and sustainable use of living marine resources.

The global regime set out in the Convention
replaced uncertainty and the risk of conflict with
clarity and stability, and opened the way to increased
international cooperation. It was the first multilateral
treaty providing for compulsory dispute-settlement
mechanisms entailing binding decisions, setting an
important precedent.

Over the past 25 years, considerable progress has
been made towards the goals of the Convention.
Potential conflicts over maritime space and resources
have been avoided. Pollution is being addressed
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through various instruments, and many sources of
pollution are the subject of strict regulation. Our
knowledge of the oceans and their ecosystems, while
still expanding, has considerably improved through
marine scientific research.

At the same time, it is necessary to recognize that
the implementation of some of the provisions of the
Convention has lagged behind. The world’s fisheries
continue to be depleted. The marine environment
continues to be degraded by pollution from various
sources, including pressure from growing coastal
populations and climate change. Transnational
organized crime — such as the illicit traffic in narcotic
drugs, the smuggling and trafficking of persons, acts of
piracy and terrorist acts — also presents major threats.

The Secretary-General’s reports on these issues
have noted with concern that some of these illegal
activities continue to occur and are on the rise in some
regions. In particular, the plight of persons smuggled or
trafficked by sea raises significant humanitarian and
maritime issues that require urgent attention. New uses of
the oceans, as well as emerging issues such as the
adaptation of coastal communities to the impacts of
climate change, aso pose challenges that require
enhanced understanding and interdisciplinary solutions.

Many of these challenges transcend national
boundaries. Addressing them requires further concerted
efforts by actors working together at the national,
regional and global levels. It all also requires
cooperation to ensure that all parties have the legal,
institutional, economic, technical and scientific
capacity to abide by the Convention’s provisions.

The Convention has overcome many challenges
in the past 25 years and remains the fundamental basis
for peace, order and security in the oceans.

With 155 parties to date, including the European
Community, the Convention is one of the few
international agreements that are widely applied,
including by many non-parties. The Secretary-General
and | encourage those States that have not yet done so
to consider becoming parties to the Convention in
order to achieve universal participation.

It is my hope, and that of the Secretary-General,
that the challenges lying ahead will be dealt with in the
same spirit of cooperation, dedication, commitment
and understanding that prevailed during the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,

which led to the adoption of the Convention. Nothing
less is required if present and future generations are to
benefit from the bounty of the oceans, while protecting
the marine environment and achieving sustainable
development.

The President: | thank the Deputy Secretary-
General for her statement.

I now give the floor to the representative of
Brazil to introduce draft resolution A/62/L.27.

Mrs. Viotti (Brazil): At the current session of the
General Assembly, Brazil has once again had the
honour of coordinating the informal consultations on
oceans and the law of the sea under sub-item (a) of
agenda item 77. | am therefore pleased to introduce
draft resolution A/62/L.27, entitled “Oceans and the
law of the sea’, on behalf of its sponsors.

This omnibus draft resolution on the law of seais
the result of the intense and constructive work of many
delegations during informal consultations. | take this
opportunity to thank them for their active participation
and cooperation. | also express my deep gratitude to
Mr. Véclav Mikulka, Director of the Division for
Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, and his staff for
their highly professional assistance.

| am pleased to introduce the draft resolution
today, 10 December 2007, exactly 25 years after the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) was opened for signature. As emphasized
in the draft resolution, the Convention has a universal
and unified character and sets out the legal framework
within which all activities in the oceans and seas must
be carried out. The draft resolution also notes with
satisfaction the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
Convention and emphasizes its pre-eminent
contribution to the strengthening of peace, security,
cooperation and friendly relations among all nations, to
the promotion of the economic and social development
of all peoples of the world and to the sustainable
development of the oceans and seas.

As in previous years, the draft resolution covers
several ocean-related issues, such as capacity-building,
the effective functioning of the International Seabed
Authority (ISBA) and the International Tribunal for the
Law of the Sea, the work of the Commission on the
Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS), maritime
safety and security, marine science, the marine
environment and marine biodiversity, among others. |
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would like to highlight the following aspects of this
year’s draft resolution.

The draft resolution notes the discussion on the
relevant legal regime on marine genetic resources in
areas beyond national jurisdiction and calls upon States
to further consider this issue in the context of the
mandate of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Informal Working
Group.

The draft resolution endorses the request of the
States parties to the Convention to the Secretary-
General to take timely measures to strengthen the
capacity of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law
of the Sea, serving as the secretariat of the Commission
on the Limits of the Continental Shelf, in order to
ensure enhanced support and assistance in the
consideration of submissions.

The draft resolution expresses serious concern
over the current and projected adverse effects of
climate change on the marine environment and marine
biodiversity and calls upon States to enhance their
efforts to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases in
accordance with the principles contained in the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, in
order to reduce and tackle such effects.

It calls upon States and international financial
institutions to strengthen capacity-building in
developing countries, in particular least developed
countries and small island developing States, to
develop their maritime administration and appropriate
legal frameworks.

It is my sincere expectation that draft resolution
A/62/L.27, which reflects the support and spirit of
compromise exhibited by many delegations during
broad consultations, can be adopted by the General
Assembly.

I will now make a few remarks in my national
capacity.

Brazil was among the first signatories of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and
has been consistently committed to its full
implementation and to the preservation of its integrity.
Even before the Convention entered into force, Brazil's
1988 federal constitution adopted legal concepts
established by UNCLOS. A law passed in 1993 defined
the Brazilian maritime zones in accordance with its
provisions.
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Endowed with a coastline over 7,500 kilometres
long and a continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles
covering a wide area, Brazil was among the first
countries to make a submission on the establishment of
the outer limits of its continental shelf beyond 200
nautical miles. Last April, the Commission on the
Limits of the Continental Shelf issued its
recommendations with regard to the submission made
by Brazil in 2004. The Brazilian Government is
carefully studying those recommendations in order to
provide a timely reaction to them. In that connection,
Brazil emphasizes the continued need for active
interaction between submitting States and the
Commission, as recognized in the draft resolution.

Brazil is honoured that the Commission has
elected by acclamation as its Chairman Mr. Alexandre
Tagore Medeiros de Albuquerque, who has been a
member of the CLCS since its inception. We welcome
the provisions in the draft resolution to address the
workload of the Commission owing to the increasing
number of submissions.

The adoption by the Commission of common
criteria concerning technical issues of a general nature for
which neither the Convention nor the scientific and
technical guidelines provide any specific guidance should
be addressed as a matter of priority. Without consistent
methodology and approaches, recommendations of
different subcommissions regarding similar or analogous
underwater features may vary significantly and lead to
discriminatory situations concerning the delimitation of
the outer limits of continental shelves.

Last October, Brazil ratified the Agreement
relating to the Implementation of Part XI of the
Convention and the Protocol on the Privileges and
Immunities of the International Seabed Authority.
Those ratifications reinforce Brazil’s commitment to
the law of the sea and will further strengthen our
relationship with the Authority. The Brazilian
Government is also organizing a regional workshop
with ISBA, to be held in Rio de Janeiro in 2008, with a
view to enhancing knowledge and scientific
cooperation regarding the international seabed in the
South and Equatorial Atlantic Ocean.

This year, it was not possible to reach consensus
on the outcome of the United Nations Open-ended
Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law
of the Sea with regard to marine genetic resources. The
next meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Informal
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Working Group will provide a useful opportunity to
further understand and discuss the issue of marine
genetic resources beyond areas of national jurisdiction
within the framework established by the Convention,
according to which activities in the Area are to be
carried out for the benefit of humankind as a whole,
taking into particular consideration the interests and
needs of developing States.

The divergence of views expressed during the
eighth meeting of the Open-ended Informal Consultative
Process highlights an important concern regarding the
consultative process, namely, that the Process is intended
to facilitate and contribute to the debates to be held in the
General Assembly and not to replace or pre-empt them. It
should alow for a better understanding of emerging and
complex issues and help identify areas for enhanced
coordination and cooperation. It is not a negotiating
forum. We look forward to working constructively in that
regard, both during its next meeting, on the subject of
maritime safety and security, and during the review of its
utility and effectiveness by the sixty-third session of the
General Assembly.

Concerning sustainable fisheries, allow me to
express my appreciation for the committed work of
Ms. Holly Koehler of the United States as coordinator
of the draft resolution that will be introduced by her
delegation.

Brazil would like to reiterate that the problem of
excess fishing capacity derives not only from illegal,
unreported and unregulated fisheries, but is also due to
the oversized fishery fleets of some developed States.
Developing States have the legitimate rights, as
recognized in the draft resolution on fisheries, to
develop their fisheries for straddling fish stocks and
highly migratory fish stocks. Those rights comprise
efforts for the refurbishment of their fishing fleets.

Twenty-five years ago in Montego Bay, the
United Nations ushered in a new era for the law of the
sea, an era that combines the traditional freedom of
seas with the principles of the international seabed as
common heritage of mankind, the conservation of
marine living resources and the protection of the
marine environment.

Brazilian writer Clarice Lispector has described
the sea as the most incomprehensible of non-human
existences. Its complexities have inspired both
fascination and fear since the dawn of human
societies.Accordingly, the law of the sea has been in

constant evolution in order to address a wide and ever
increasing array of ocean-related issues and concerns.
Nonetheless, the role of the Convention as the
constitution of the oceans and its landmark
contribution to the maintenance of peace, justice and
progress for all peoples of the world remains as vital as
in 1982.

The President: | now give the floor to the
representative of the United States of America to
introduce draft resolution A/62/L.24.

Ms. Knight (United States of America): The
United States has the honour to co-sponsor draft
resolution A/62/L.27, entitled “Oceans and the law of
the sea’. We also have the honour to introduce, on
behalf of the sponsors, draft resolution A/62/L.24, on
sustainabl e fisheries.

Let me begin by expressing great appreciation for
the exceptional spirit of cooperation exhibited by
delegations involved in crafting both draft resolutions
this year. Working informally during the weeks
between negotiating sessions, in small groups after the
conclusion of scheduled sessions, and even in
“informal informals’, we were able to find language
acceptable to all delegations. May this spirit of
cooperation also characterize our efforts to address
issues that lie ahead in the new year.

The United States is pleased that we were able to
incorporate some very useful information and
discussions that took place in the 2007 Informal
Consultative Process on marine genetic resources into
this year’s oceans draft resolution. We believe that this
bodes well for our discussions in this spring’s Ad Hoc
Working Group. We aso look forward to our
discussion on maritime security and safety issues in
next summer’s Informal Consultative Process, which is
a very useful forum for addressing cutting-edge oceans
issues.

The United States, as noted in the past, places
great importance on ensuring freedom of navigation,
safety of navigation, the rights of transit passage,
archipelagic sea lanes passage and innocent passage in
accordance with international law, in particular with
the Convention. In this context, we note with
appreciation the recent conclusions and discussions at
the Assembly of the International Maritime
Organization.
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This year’'s resolution on sustainable fisheries
contains important provisions to address such critical
issues as control of illegal, unregulated and unreported
fishing; reduction of fishing capacity; implementation
of the Fish Stocks Agreement; regulation of destructive
fishing practices; and other important matters.

Perhaps the most notable aspect of this year's
draft resolution are the provisions for the regulation of
shark fisheries, including those calling for strengthened
implementation of existing measures and consideration
of a range of new measures to manage those stocks
comprehensively and effectively. In this year’'s draft
resolution, the United States, along with many other
countries, sought strong results to address critical gaps
in oceans governance that currently exist with respect
to many fisheries. We view the provisions contained in
the draft resolution as another in a series of welcome
and positive steps forward. We will continue to work to
advance these issues bilaterally, through the relevant
regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements (RFMOs) and in negotiations to establish
new regional organizations where they do not currently
exist.

The draft resolution also establishes other steps
for the international community, including a
resumption of consultations of the States parties to the
Fish Stocks Agreement. The United States reaffirms its
view concerning the significance of the Agreement and
welcomes the impressive number of recent accessions
to the Agreement in 2007, which we see as a positive
sign in the endeavour to achieve sustainable fisheries.
We urge all States that have not yet become party to the
Agreement to do so. We also believe that the
Agreement must continue to be the foundation for
negotiations to establish new regional agreements,
including agreements for the management of discrete
high-seas stocks, such as the negotiations currently
underway in the South Pacific and the North-western
Pacific. The Agreement’s basic principles should also
be applied to discrete high-seas stocks by all flag
States, including in areas where no competent RFMO
currently exists to manage such fisheries.

Reducing the excess capacity of the world's
fishing fleets continues to be a high priority for the
United States. We are therefore pleased that this year’s
draft resolution urges States to commit to urgently
reducing the capacity of the world's fishing fleets to
levels commensurate with the sustainability of fish
stocks. We will push for full implementation of this
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language as we have for similar language in past
resolutions.

Regarding illegal, unregulated and unreported
fishing, the draft resolution recognizes continuing
efforts over the past year to address this problem, but
we must make further progress in this area. The
upcoming negotiation of a legally-binding port States
regime provides a valuable opportunity to develop
stronger controls. In that exercise, which is taking
place under the auspices of the United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organization, we want to see port
States take stronger measures to prevent the landing
and trans-shipment in their ports of fish caught in
contravention of existing regulatory regimes.

We continue to see that the annual sustainable
fisheries resolution remains a relevant instrument
through which the international community can
highlight issues of concern and articulate ways to
address such issues. However, much work remains if
we are to ensure the sustainability of global fish stocks.
It is the various RFMOs themselves, as those bodies
with direct regulatory responsibility for the
management of the fisheries under their purview, that
must carry out this work and, in so doing, implement
the guidance provided to the international community
through the General Assembly resolutions. We urge all
RFMOs to take timely and concrete actions to realize
the calls from this body to ensure effective
conservation and management of target stocks, to
minimize by-catch of non-target species and to
mitigate the adverse impacts of fishing activities on the
broader marine environment.

The United States was once again proud to
provide the coordinator, Ms. Holly Koehler, for the
informal consultations on the fisheries resolution. On
behalf of Ms. Koehler, we would like to thank all
delegations for their hard work and cooperation in
enabling the coordinator to resolve many difficult
issues and help make the draft resolution successful.

Lastly, as | am sure many delegations also note,
today marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
opening for signature of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea. In May of this year,
President Bush urged our Senate to act favourably on
United States accession to the Convention during this
session of Congress. We are pleased to report that since
then, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee has
voted in favour of the treaty. The treaty now awaits
consideration by the full Senate.
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In closing, | want to share some of our efforts
here in the United States to end overfishing, replenish
this nation’s fish stocks and advance responsible
stewardship.

Just two months ago, President Bush signed an
executive order to protect America’s striped bass and
red drum fish populations — two types of popular
recreational fish still recovering from over fishing. His
order prohibits the sale of striped bass and red drum
caught in federal waters.

We are seeing results as we do a better job of
managing marine fisheries in the United States.
Important stocks such as Atlantic sea scallops and
swordfish have been returned to productive levels.
Since 2001, 29 stocks have been removed from the
overfished list, and rebuilding plans are in place for the
more than 90 per cent of the remaining overfished
stocks.

Conserving wetlands is also essential. President
Bush is implementing a strategy to improve, restore
and replace 3 million acres of wetlands during his
presidency. These wetlands act as nature’s nurseries by
helping small fish to survive and grow before they
head to deeper waters.

These and many other initiatives are part of the
President’'s comprehensive strategy to protect and
sustain fish populations and to make the oceans
cleaner, healthier and more productive. | would be glad
to discuss these initiatives in more detail with
interested delegations in the spirit of cooperation and
of sharing ideas. Because my hope, and the hope of the
President, is that people will look back at the work we
have done here to conserve our fisheries and oceans
and say, “We are grateful that concerned citizens from
around the world came together to protect our
heritage.”

Mr. Lemos Godinho (Portugal): | have the
honour to speak today on behalf of the European Union
(EU) and the European Community as a party to the
Convention on the Law of the Sea. The candidate
countries Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, the countries of the Stabilization and
Association Process and potential candidates Albania,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia, as
well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and
Armenia, align themselves with this declaration.

The year 2007 marks the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the opening for signature of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea. The Convention has
made an important contribution to the maintenance of
peace, justice and progress for all peoples of the world.
It sets out the legal framework for all activities in the
oceans, and since its adoption, it has been of
paramount importance with respect to ocean affairs.

As new challenges emerge and the relevance of
the oceans and seas is becoming increasingly widely
acknowledged, the EU would like to reiterate the
importance it attaches to maintaining the integrity of
the Convention and to the pre-eminence of its
jurisdictional framework.

The European Union would also like to stress the
importance of the principle of freedom of navigation
and the rights of innocent passage and transit passage,
in accordance with the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea. In this respect, the EU reaffirms its
view that the laws and regulations adopted by States
bordering straits used for international navigation
relating to transit passage through straits, in
accordance with the Convention, shall not discriminate
in form or in fact among foreign ships nor in their
application shall they have the practical effect of
denying, hampering or impairing the right of transit
passage. In addition, the EU would like to stress that
port States should exercise their sovereignty in relation
to the management of their ports in a manner that is
non-discriminatory and consistent with the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and other
relevant international law.

The European Union is deeply concerned about
the threats that piracy and armed robbery pose to crews
and ships engaged in international traffic. We find it
very important for the international community,
through the relevant bodies of the United Nations, to
be actively engaged in combating acts of piracy and
armed robbery against ships.

Another challenge is combating environmental
degradation of the oceans and seas. This issue has
become an urgent priority. An unprecedented effort is
needed to achieve, by 2010, a significant reduction in
the rate of loss of biological diversity, as called for at
the World Summit on Sustainable Development.
Concrete, comprehensive and timely action is required.

The European Union has, in various forums,
expressed its serious concern on the issues of
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conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity
and remains fully supportive of the initiatives taken by
the General Assembly in this regard. We look forward
to the convening next spring of the Ad Hoc Open-
ended Informal Working Group to study issues relating
to the conservation and sustainable use of marine
biological diversity beyond areas of national
jurisdiction. The EU sees it as an opportunity to carry
forward the work of the General Assembly in this field,
and we hope it will lead to concrete conclusions and
recommendations for prompt action by the
international community.

Our commitment to developing a concrete,
coherent and integrated approach to the sustainable
management and conservation of the oceans and their
resources is demonstrated by the recent adoption of an
Integrated Maritime Policy for the European Union, a
common endeavour shared by European institutions,
member States and stakeholders. The first and most
important part deals with an integrated approach,
seeking joint solutions to stimulate economic growth
while at the same time preventing environmental
degradation.

A key mechanism set out in the draft resolution
contained in document A/62/L.27 is the Informal
Consultative Process (ICP). We welcome the timely
debate on maritime security and safety, which will take
place during the ninth meeting of the ICP next June.
The debate should focus, as a matter of high priority,
on threats to maritime security and safety posed by
piracy and armed robbery at sea Furthermore, the
menace that maritime terrorism may pose should not be
overlooked. Another relevant issue in the context of the
theme of the 2008 ICP would, in our view, be the
debate on illegal migration by sea. We look forward to
a constructive debate on these issues in the next |CP.

The EU also attaches particular importance to the
problem of climate change, and we are seriously
concerned about its adverse effects mainly on the
marine environment and on marine biodiversity. We
see it as timely and relevant that the draft omnibus
resolution encourages the enhancement of efforts in
reducing the effects of climate change.

The draft resolution duly notes with satisfaction
the progress in the work of the Commission on the
Limits of the Continental Shelf. In this regard, and
taking into account the anticipated heavy workload of
the Commission owing to an increasing number of
submissions, the European Union fully endorses the
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request of the States parties to the Convention to
strengthen the capacity of the Division for Ocean
Affairs and the Law of the Sea, which acts as the
secretariat of the Commission.

A positive development that deserves mention is
the establishment by the International Tribunal for the
Law of the Sea of a standing special chamber for
maritime delimitation disputes.

The draft resolution also duly notes the work of
the Ad Hoc Steering Group for the “assessment of
assessments’ and its second meeting. The EU reiterates
its view of the assessment’s relevance for improved
cooperation between United Nations agencies and
other bodies and as a basis for improved oceans
policymaking.

The European Union wishes to express its
appreciation for the excellent cooperation that led to
the drafting of the draft resolution on sustainable
fisheries now before us for adoption (A/62/L.24).
Among the many important and pressing issues
addressed by the resolution, the European Union
attaches particular importance and priority to the
General Assembly’s calls for and recommendations
relating to combating illegal, unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing activities.

Profit is what drives those who plunder the seas
illegally. Importing States need to adopt effective
measures to stop their markets being used in marketing
fisheries products stemming from IUU fishing. Such
action would mean 1UU fishing losing its economic
base. The European Union is ready to do its part of the
job and is already working on measures to that end,
including also effective port controls. We welcome the
way in which the draft resolution underlines the
importance of those issues and encourage our
international partners to work cooperatively to support
each other’s efforts and to reinforce collective action
through the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations and regional fisheries management
organizations and arrangements. The European Union
stands ready to assist developing countries in their
capacity-building needs to tackle IUU fishing and to
help build sustainable fisheries.

The European Union welcomes the significant
expansion in participation in the United Nations Fish
Stocks Agreement seen over the past 18 months. We
reiterate our attachment to universal adherence to the
Agreement. We fully support every effort to establish a
dialogue with those States that have expressed
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difficulties in joining that key instrument. The
European Union remains convinced that such
difficulties can be addressed within the context of the
Agreement through the flexibility it offers for finding
solutions that take into account regional specificitiesin
fishery management and control. We invite our partners
to embark on that dialogue through the informal
consultations of States parties to the Agreement next
year.

It is now common knowledge that sustainable
fisheries means sustainable oceans. The European
Union isin the process of implementing the calls made
by the General Assembly last year with regard to
addressing destructive fishing practices in the high seas
and in our own waters. We are also working to
strengthen our regulatory regime in respect of the
conservation and management of sharks. In that regard,
the European Union welcomes the emphasis placed by
the General Assembly in the draft resolution on shark
conservation. That is probably one of the areas in
which fisheries management truly needs effective
strengthening to face the impact of an extremely
hungry and lucrative shark fin trade. Serious discipline
is required if we are to conserve species that play such
a fundamental regulatory role in the marine food chain.
The European Union looks forward to reviewing the
follow-up provided by States to the Generd
Assembly’s calls in that respect in two years time.

Finally, I would like to express our appreciation
to the Secretariat and the Division for Ocean Affairs
and the Law of the Sea for the work done over the past
year in the preparation of the annual report on oceans
and the law of the sea, which represents an invaluable
compilation of recent developments. We would also
like to thank the coordinators of both draft resolutions
for their enduring efforts to reach consensus.

Mr. Wolfe (Jamaica): | have the honour to speak
on behalf of the States members of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM) which are Members of the
United Nations: Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas,
Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti,
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, Suriname and
my own country, Jamaica.

Mr. Ehouzou (Benin), Vice-President, took the
Chair.

CARICOM is particularly pleased that the debate
under this important agenda item is taking place today,

10 December 2007, the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
signing of the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea, which took place in Montego Bay, Jamaica,
in 1982.

The silver observance of that historic and
significant occasion reminds us once again of the
critical importance of the oceans and seas as the
common heritage of mankind to the development of
many of the States Members of the United Nations.
CARICOM member States are not unmindful of the
benefits of the Convention, and we are pleased that all
of the members of the Caribbean Community are States
parties.

We have stated in this and other forums that, for
CARICOM, the presence of the sea is more than a
geographical definition, as the Caribbean Sea and its
adjacent oceans represent the sine qua non of our
existence. We are therefore convinced of the urgent
need to conserve and protect the oceans as provided for
under the Convention, as well as being able to share in
its resources. It is therefore with concern that we have
observed the damaging effects that such phenomena as
climate change are having on the world’s oceans. We
are encouraged that, in the recent deliberations on the
omnibus draft resolution on oceans and the law of the
seq, ably facilitated by Brazil, there is language which
reflects the impact of climate change on oceans and the
consequent impact on the marine environment and
marine biodiversity.

CARICOM thanks the Secretary-General for his
comprehensive report, contained in document A/62/66,
on issues relating to oceans affairs and the law of the
sea. CARICOM has taken note with interest of the
various elements of the report, in particular those
dealing with the conservation and management of
marine living resources and the protection and
preservation of the marine environment.

The governance of marine fisheries, the
implementation of the outcome of the 2006 Review
Conference of the 1995 Fish Stocks Agreement and the
promotion of measures to ensure sustainable fisheries
are al areas which continue to need attention, as the
continuation of illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing continues to be a source of concern for
CARICOM member States. Involvement in marine
science and research is also important, and we continue
to support the transfer of technology that would assist
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States, especially small island developing States, to
participate in that type of activity.

An important aspect of the work in oceans is the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS).
This year, ITLOS commemorated its tenth anniversary.
We wish to commend the Tribunal for the work done in
ensuring the effective fulfilment of its mandate since
its establishment. CARICOM is especialy pleased at
the ongoing work being done by the Tribuna to
increase awareness of its jurisprudence, including the
initiative of the International Foundation for the Law
of the Sea’'s holding of a symposium in Hamburg on
the jurisprudence of the Tribunal. In supporting the
Tribunal’s effort to increase awareness of its role,
Jamaica was pleased to host the Tribunal’s second
regional workshop on the settlement of disputes from
16 to 18 April this year.

The second workshop provided for a rich
exchange of views and served to broaden the
knowledge of all participants on law of the sea-related
disputes. A wide range of issues, including matters
relating to the determination of entitlements over
maritime areas, the determination of baselines and the
submission of disputes to the Tribunal, provided
engaging areas for discussion. It was particularly
useful to small island States, which participated very
actively.

The work of the Commission on the Limits of the
Continental Shelf isimportant to us, in keeping with its
role under paragraph 8 of article 76 of the Convention,
to receive information from coastal States seeking to
extend, by the 2009 deadline, their continental shelf
jurisdiction beyond 200 nautical miles from the
baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea
is measured. Consequently, urgent steps must now be
taken to improve its working methods. It is imperative
that effective measures be taken to ensure the timely
and efficient performance of the Commission’s
functions.

We continue to support also the availability of
resources under the Trust Fund established by General
Assembly resolution 55/7 to assist members of the
Commission from developing countries to participate
in its sessions. In that regard, we call upon all States
that are in a position to do so to contribute to the Fund.

Maritime trade represents an important
component in global commercial activity. As noted in
the Secretary-General’s report, world seaborne trade
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continued to grow, reaching 7.11 billion tons of goods.
Maritime trade is particularly important to the growth
and development of the Caribbean region.

Safety of navigation is a critical component in
promoting growth in maritime commerce. Safe, secure
and crime-free routes for navigation and the
implementation of international rules and standards for
improving maritime safety must form part of a
comprehensive programme amed at protecting
maritime trade. We therefore welcome the recent
developments aimed at improving the regulatory
structures governing the safety of navigation.

Of primary importance to the Caribbean region is
the danger posed by the maritime transport of
radioactive materials. As a region, we remain
concerned by the potential for severe consequences to
life and health, as well as to our economies, in the
event of an accident during maritime transportation of
radioactive materials. The fragile marine ecosystem of
the region faces the risk of irreparable damage and
consequently significant negative consequences for the
economic well-being of the peoples of the region.

While we recognize the principles of freedom of
navigation and innocent passage, we continue to urge
the States concerned not to use the Caribbean Sea as a
transit route for the shipment of nuclear materials. We
also urge the International Maritime Organization
(IMO) to continue the development of standards for the
safety of vessels and we urge agreement on a workable
compensation mechanism for coastal States in the
event of an accident.

We therefore note the progress made in the
implementation of the Action Plan for the Safety of
Transport of Radioactive Material, as indicated during
the International Atomic Energy Agency’'s 2006
General Conference. The informal discussions on
communication in relation to the safe transport of
radioactive materials, which took place in July 2005
and September 2006, between shipping States and
relevant coastal States, are most welcomed
developments. We urge further dialogue between these
States and look forward to the development of
mutually agreed standards and mechanisms to ensure
further cooperation.

We note in this connection the work undertaken
by the IMO to enhance navigational safety, accident
prevention and environmental protection. | should
mention here that two CARICOM member States, the
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Bahamas and Jamaica, were recently elected to the
IMO Council.

As indicated in the Secretary-General’s report,
the illicit traffic in narcotic dugs and psychotropic
substances is a matter of concern, with shipping vessels
providing a means of transport for the delivery of illicit
drugs. To effectively respond to the threat of drug
trafficking, the Caribbean region, in collaboration with
the heads of national drug law enforcement agencies in
other regions, has expressed support for the
strengthening of law enforcement cooperation at the
national and regional levels.

CARICOM has noted with interest the adoption
by the IMO of the Revised Guidelines for the
prevention and suppression of the smuggling of drugs,
psychotropic substances and precursor chemicals on
ships engaged in international traffic.

While we encourage measures to promote
cooperation in drug interdiction in the Caribbean Sea,
we must reiterate that cooperation should not be
confined to concerns about drug trafficking. Such
cooperation and initiatives should extend to the illicit
traffic in small arms and light weapons which threaten
stability in the region. In this regard, we again call for
assistance to States in the region in their interdiction
efforts, particularly in the acquisition of equipment and
vessels. CARICOM expresses appreciation to those
countries which have provided assistance in these
areas.

The safety of persons at sea is one of concern,
particularly those which engage in illegal migration or
are susceptible to the coercive charms of smugglers
and traffickers of humans. We commend the United
Nations Environmental Programme on its ongoing
efficient role in promoting a comprehensive
institutional framework for cooperation on issues
relating to coasts, oceans and seas. Their work in
engaging Governments in efforts to protect the coastal
and marine environment is of particular importance for
regions like the Caribbean, which is heavily dependent
on the exploitation of marine resources.

In the wider Caribbean region, the Caribbean
Environment Programme continues to implement the
six strategic directions for regional seas through the
five-year strategy of the Caribbean Environment
Programme. We note the holding of the twelfth
intergovernmental meeting in Montego Bay, Jamaica,
from 29 November to 2 December 2006. The meeting
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provided the opportunity to evaluate projects and
activities implemented during the period 2004-2005. It
is hoped that every effort will be made to use the
assessment to identify areas for improvement.

We also note the adoption of General Assembly
resolution 61/197 entitled “Towards the sustainable
development of the Caribbean Sea for present and
future generations’. As expressed in the resolution, we
call on the international community to assist Caribbean
countries and their regional organizations in their effort
to ensure the protection of the Caribbean Sea from
degradation as aresult of pollution from ships.

Such assistance will be especially required to
address the illegal release of oil and other harmful
substances, illegal dumping or the accidental release of
hazardous waste in violation of relevant international
rules and standards, as well as pollution from land-
based activities, as this type of pollution challenges the
fragile ecosystem of the Caribbean Sea and puts at risk
the sustainability of our livelihoods in agriculture,
fisheries and tourism. The increased incidences of
natural disasters caused in part by changes to the
global temperature have contributed to this pollution
due to increased run-off from increased rainfall.

In this regard, CARICOM welcomes the recent
publication of the Caribbean Sea Ecosystem
Assessment, one of the subglobal assessments prepared
under the aegis of the Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment. The assessment is cause for both concern
and hope. It points to the many existing and potential
threats to the Caribbean Sea, but it also highlights the
policies, governance and legal instruments that the
countries of the region, as well as the international
community, can employ to protect the Caribbean Sea
and the peoples of the region whose livelihoods depend
on it.

CARICOM wishes to express support for the
Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the
Marine Environment from Land-based Activities and
we acknowledge with appreciation the work
undertaken by the coordination office in skills training
and education for small island developing States in
relation to water, sanitation and wastewater
management.

The work of the International Seabed Authority
and the Council continues to be useful in the work on
prospecting and exploration for polymetallic sulphides.
In this regard, it is important to recall that the
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Authority was established under the Law of the Sea
Convention to administer, on behalf of the international
community, the Area and its resources beyond national
jurisdiction, which is appropriately referred to as “the
common heritage of mankind”. CARICOM therefore
continues to urge full participation in the work of the
Authority. Full attendance and participation enhances
not only the credibility and legitimacy of the Authority,
but also the quality of its work. In this regard, we recall
paragraph 32 of General Assembly resolution 61/222,
which urges all States parties to the Convention to
attend the sessions of the Authority and calls on the
Authority to continue to pursue all options, including
the issue of dates, in order to improve attendance at
Kingston and to ensure global participation.

Finally, CARICOM is pleased to note that the
number of parties to the Convention has increased and
encourages those States which have not yet done so to
ratify the Convention with a view to ensuring universal
acceptance.

Mrs. ‘Utoikamanu (Tonga): | have the honour to
speak on behalf of the members of the Pacific Island
Forum represented at the United Nations, namely,
Australia, Fiji, the Federated States of Micronesia,
Kiribati, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, Nauru,
New Zealand, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa,
Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Vanuatu and my own
country, Tonga.

The Pacific Islands Forum covers a region of
island States blessed collectively with a vast expanse
of interlocking ocean spaces and a wealth of marine
resources. We share the common objective of
harnessing the value of the marine and environmental
resources of our region and ensuring, as their joint
custodians, the sustainable conservation and
management of those resources. We therefore welcome
new measures agreed in this year's sustainable
fisheries draft resolution in relation to the conservation
and sustai nable management of shark species.

Developments in ocean affairs and the law of the
sea are of primary importance to the countries of the
Pacific Island Forum. We consider the annual debate
under this agenda item and the resolutions that emanate
from it as an integral part of our annua work,
providing a unique opportunity to take stock and
prioritize the ongoing strengthening of the governance
of oceans. We commend the coordinators of the draft
resolutions for the able manner in which they
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conducted the negotiations, as well as the Division of
Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea for its helpful
support and organization.

Our group has continued to value the primacy of
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
as the constitutional framework for human interaction
with the world's oceans and seas. We welcome the
increasing number of States parties to the Convention,
which reminds us of the Convention’s relevance,
maturity and growing universality.

Comprising over 10 per cent of the Earth's
surface, Pacific island regional waters are home to fish
stocks of global importance. Much of that ecologically
rich marine area falls within the national jurisdiction of
small island developing States, whose successful
stewardship of marine resources is often compromised
by geographic isolation, small populations and lack of
technical expertise. We therefore recognize in
particular the importance to small island developing
States of capacity building initiatives, and welcome the
many references in the draft resolutions to various
efforts aimed at supporting and furthering the
implementation of the Convention and the Agreement.
Given the challenges that lie ahead in achieving
internationally agreed development goals, we believe
that such initiatives will require our renewed attention
in the coming years.

On another issue of great importance to the
countries of the Pacific Island Forum, we are pleased
to have participated actively in efforts to ensure greater
recognition in this year’s draft resolution on oceans of
the impacts on the marine environment of climate
change and ocean acidification. We also recognize the
need to exercise caution in relation to emerging ocean
sequestration technologies, including ocean
fertilization.

The members of the Pacific Islands Forum
continue to view illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing as the greatest threat to the future sustainability
of our regional marine resources and the marine
environment. We strongly support the call in thisyear’s
draft resolution for urgent action to address that
pressing issue. We call attention to the success of
recent joint enforcement exercises and urge our
partners to continue to work with us in that common
and mutually beneficial endeavour.

At the Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Meeting
held in Tonga in October this year, representatives and
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experts from our countries agreed on a declaration on
the key challenges facing the region in the management
of our fisheries resources. The Vava u Declaration on
Pacific Fisheries Resources: Our Fish, Our Future is a
strong call for a long-term strategic approach to
ensuring the effective management of those resources,
including through upholding and strengthening existing
regional arrangements, agreements and conservation
measures. The effective management of increasingly
threatened stock levels will provide enduring benefits
for all Forum countries.

By way of example, the members of the Pacific
Islands Forum continue to work with other interested
participants in negotiations to conclude the South
Pacific regional fisheries management organization.
The agreement aims to fill a crucial gap in the
management of high-seas fisheries in the South Pacific
Ocean. There have been two further meetings this year.
While there are still issues to resolve, negotiations are
progressing well towards concluding an agreement. In
that regard, we welcome the call contained in the draft
resolution on oceans to ensure a cautious and
responsible approach to the exploitation of fish stocks
pending the implementation of interim conservation
measures for areas potentially covered by a regional
fisheries management organization agreement still
under negotiation.

Our region has a high concentration of vulnerable
marine ecosystems, including coral reefs, hydrothermal
vents and underwater seamounts. We welcome the
progress made this year to implement measures for
bottom fishing agreed in last year’'s sustainable
fisheries resolution. We are very pleased with the
strong interim measures agreed by all those
participating in negotiations towards a South Pacific
regional fisheries management organization.

Turning to the institutional aspects of our work,
our group is particularly pleased with recent changes
made to the procedure for accessing funds available in
the United Nations Trust Fund to support the
preparation of submissions to the Commission on the
Limits of the Continental Shelf. We wish to express our
deep gratitude to those involved in helping to rectify a
previously difficult situation.

More broadly, our group is alert to the need to
ensure the efficient and effective functioning of the
Commission, and welcomes the acknowledgement in
this year’s draft resolution of the need to improve

12

resources made available to the Division for Ocean
Affairs and the Law of the Seain itsrole as secretariat.

We continue to support the work and role of the
United Nations Informal Consultative Process. In our
view, the Process is an invaluable component of our
annual work on the law of the sea and provides a
flexible, interactive and integrated forum for deepening
our understanding and informing our work on oceans
affairs and the law of the sea. We also look forward to
the second meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended
Informal Working Group on marine biodiversity
beyond national jurisdiction in 2008. There is a clear
need to continue, openly and transparently, to consider
the full range of issues relating to the governance,
conservation and management of high seas
biodiversity, including considering options for
developing a more coordinated international approach.

It is critical that all States, including those in the
Pacific Island Forum, have an equal opportunity to
participate actively in these discussions, particularly
given the significance of the subject matter for our
region, and beyond.

Mr. Hoang Chi Trung (Viet Nam): The oceans
and the seas are becoming increasingly vital frontiers
in our efforts for sustained economic growth and
sustainable development. Since the historic entry into
force of the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea, in 1994, United Nations Member States, most
of whom are States parties to the Convention, have
made tireless efforts to enhance the management of the
exploration and exploitation of the oceans and seas in
the interests of humankind. My delegation therefore
welcomes the opportunity to participate in this debate
and attaches great significance to the topic under
discussion.

My delegation also takes note of the report of the
Secretary-General on oceans and the law of the sea
(A/62/66), which served as a good basis for the
discussions at the seventeenth Meeting of States Parties
to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Seas and the eighth meeting of the Open-ended
Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law
of the Sea, in June this year. The comprehensive
contents of the report, as well as the views expressed
by States at the two aforementioned meetings, show
that there are still many issues that deserve our serious
attention and require further international cooperation
aimed at finding sustainable solutions.

07-63393



A/62/PV .64

The Convention has, in effect, provided a
comprehensive and sound international legal order for
the oceans and seas, thus contributing to the
strengthening of peace, security, cooperation and
friendly relations among nations in conformity with the
principle of justice and equal rights. This constitution
of the oceans is well known as a balanced package in
which competing interests had to be reconciled. It isin
our common interest to try to preserve the integrity of
the Convention.

The Government of Viet Nam attaches great
importance and significance to the Convention and is
consistently committed to respecting its provisions in
good faith and through concrete actions. We believe
that, in implementing the provisions of the Convention,
no one State Party can avoid differences or disputes
with other States. That is why, in our view, it is
preferable to have exchanges of views aimed at
achieving better mutual understanding and promoting
cooperative projects in keeping with the Convention’s
provisions.

In this spirit of cooperation and respect for the
rule of law, Viet Nam has joined China and the
countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) in implementing the Declaration on the
Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea. The
Vietnamese Government strongly believes that
successful implementation of the Declaration —
particularly through joint projects on marine scientific
research and the rescue of people and vessels in
distress at sea, which have been discussed among the
parties to the Declaration — will create an
environment more conducive to peace, stability and
economic development in the region.

We share the assessment of many coastal States
that enhancing maritime safety and security is vital for
the development of international navigation and
communication. We have, therefore, joined other
countries in our region in formulating and bringing into
force the Regional Cooperation Agreement on
Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against Shipsin
Asia (ReCAAP). In implementing the Agreement, Viet
Nam is engaging in information-sharing through the
ReCAAP Information Sharing Centre in Singapore and
is developing other forms of cooperation with its
members.

My delegation followed closely the negotiations
on the draft resolutions on the law of the sea and
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sustainable fisheries at the present session. We are
pleased to note that, in spite of diverging views and
concerns that made the negotiations very difficult and
time-consuming, we managed to finalize the texts of
the draft resolutions now before us. My delegation
supports the adoption of those draft resolutions by the
General Assembly.

Ms. Negm (Egypt) (spoke in Arabic): At the
outset, | should like to welcome the Secretary-
General’s reports concerning the status of the oceans,
seas and fisheries. We express our appreciation to the
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea for
its work in preparing those reports and disseminating
the information set forth therein and other information
of special importance.

Since fishery resources contribute to food
security, poverty alleviation, economic development
and human health in many countries throughout the
world, particularly developing countries, Egypt
attaches great importance to the efforts being made at
the international level to improve the status of the
oceans and seas and to undertake measures aimed at
ensuring the sustainable use of seas and fisheries.
However, the continued degradation of coastal and
marine ecological systems caused by land-based human
activities and the overexploitation of marine fisheries
continues to be a source of great concern for us. That
situation requires that all of us make greater efforts to
take protective measures that minimize the by-catch of
endangered species and prohibit the sale of such
species, particularly whales and sharks. In that
connection, the delegation of Egypt welcomes the
efforts of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations and the General Assembly to urge
States to implement the provisions of the 1982 United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
as effectively as possible, particularly by adopting the
measures necessary to put an end to shark fishing.

In the process of implementing the relevant
international action plans, Egypt has banned shark
fishing since 2002. That has required enhancement of
the role of the Convention, which sets out a legal
framework for all activities in the oceans and seas. The
twenty-fifth anniversary of the opening of the
Convention for signature is an appropriate opportunity
to assess the implementation of its provisions as well
as the benefits enjoyed by developing countries since
its adoption.
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The Convention was structured to have a broad
scope so that it would not be confined to the
delimitation of maritime boundaries or the holding of
educational seminars related to the law of the sea, but
rather would provide a meaningful international
framework. It seeks to assist States in carrying out their
obligations related to preventing and protecting against
marine pollution. In particular, it seeks to enhance the
capacity of developing countries to exploit natural
resources in areas falling under their national
jurisdiction and in the Area, through the Seabed
Authority, for the benefit of all of humanity, as the
Area’s resources are the common heritage of mankind.

Past practical experience has shown that the
Convention has failed to meet the expectations of
developing countries in those areas. Natural resources
have been exploited and research has been carried out
in developed countries without exchanging information
with developing countries, particularly with regard to
the resources used in the manufacture of medicine and
other products important to economic development.
Therefore, we must establish an integrated and
effective system for information exchange and
technology transfer aimed at enhancing developing
countries' capacity to establish ocean observation
programmes, applying the standards relating to ocean
acidification to the context of climate change and
sharing modern fisheries technology in order to
implement ecosystem and ecological measures to
preserve biological diversity and avert the destruction
of coral reefs and habitats.

From that perspective, the Egyptian delegation
affirms the importance of the role of the United
Nations and its specialized agencies in continuing to
strengthen  cooperation between regional and
subregional organizations to carry out the necessary
scientific research and provide developing countries
with the technical assistance needed for the fulfilment
of their international obligations. They need such
assistance not only to draw navigational charts and
fulfil their obligations to implement the International
Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal,
Unreported and Unregulated Fishing and to reduce
conflicts between coastal and industrial fisheries,
which may lead to the depletion of fish stocks.
Developing countries also need assistance to ensure the
safety of maritime navigation as part of the efforts of
the International Maritime Organization to enhance the
capacity of flag and port States to combat piracy and
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armed robbery against ships and protect ships from
terrorist attacks in areas within or beyond their national
jurisdiction and on the high seas. Furthermore, it is
essential to develop a culture of compliance with
international obligations concerning the “genuine
link”, which involves the duty of States to exercise
effective control over fishing vessels flying their flag.

These matters relate mostly to the current work of
the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf,
which has become a source of great concern for
developing countries. The developed countries have
concluded the scientific studies required to submit their
applications to the Committee, which has already
decided to allocate massive areas of the high seas for
the use of those States. However, owing to the lack of
international cooperation in providing developing
countries with the necessary technical assistance, those
States have not been able to carry out studies on the
potential of their own continental shelves.
Consequently, they have not been able to apply to the
Commission. That will lead to the non-application of
the equity principle and to imbalance in the rights of
States, in contravention of the Convention. Therefore,
all States should cooperate to ensure that developing
States are able to enjoy their rights on equal footing
with developed countries in that regard.

At the same time, while the delegation of Egypt
stresses the need for continuing discussions among
States to enhance international cooperation on matters
relating to seas and oceans in order to fully implement
the Convention, especially those parts ensuring the
interests of developing countries, we would like to
express our concern regarding the failure of States to
reach agreement during the United Nations Open-
ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and
the Law of the Sea in June 2007 and the informal
consultations on the Assembly draft resolution on
oceans and the law of the sea on two important issues.

First, this session’s law of the sea draft resolution
did not mention the protection of immigrants travelling
by sea, especially those using unsafe boats that are not
fit to withstand the dangers of travelling by sea. That
eventually leads to the deaths of many of the people
who risk their lives by using such boats. Therefore, the
delegation of Egypt welcomes the adoption by the
African Union of the migration policy framework for
Africa, which seeks to promote further regional
measures to manage legal migration and to control the
dangers that such immigrants encounter during their
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trips at sea. From this perspective, the delegation of
Egypt calls upon Member States, especialy those in
the Mediterranean region, to enhance cooperation to
protect immigrants and adopt all necessary measures to
rescue them at sea, and hopes that this problem will be
addressed in the relevant draft resolution at the coming
session.

The other issue of concern is the non-recognition
by some States that the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea of 1982 represents the legal
framework governing live marine genetic resources in
areas of the high seas beyond the national jurisdiction
of coastal States. The methodology for preparing for
the Consultative Process must therefore be revised. The
process should be conducted in a better manner, taking
into consideration the interests of all States worldwide,
especially those of developing States. As previously
highlighted by the Group of 77 and China during the
Consultative Process, further consideration should be
given to the legal aspects of the related topics, while
not focusing exclusively on the scientific aspects.
Consideration should also be given to a better
representation of developing countries among the
panellists at the sessions.

Before | end my statement, | would like to
express the appreciation of the delegation of Egypt for
the role played by the International Court of Justice
and the International Tribunal for the Law of the Seain
promoting the peaceful settlement of disputes relating
to seas and oceans. In that regard, we stress the need to
conclude the negotiations to implement the principle of
equitable geographic representation in the composition
of the judiciary of Tribunal before the upcoming
elections, in accordance with the Convention and the
principles of justice and democracy.

Finally, the delegation of Egypt affirms that
States parties to the 1995 Fish Stocks Agreement
should review its provisions regarding the reservations
submitted by non-parties, especially developing
countries, including those provisions relating to
boarding and searching fishing vessels, so as to enable
developing countries to become parties and to enhance
cooperation aimed at protecting sustainable fisheries
and to work for their development.

Mr. Mansour (Tunisia) (spoke in French): It is
with great interest that | participate in the debate of the
General Assembly on oceans and the law of the sea,
two subjects that deal with very important, if not vital,
issues for present as well as future generations.
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At the outset, | would like to thank the Secretary-
General and congratulate the staff of the Division for
Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea for their
complete and very instructive reports on oceans and
the law of the sea and the viability of fishing, which
give us a complete picture of recent developments in
the situation regarding those subjects. | also wish to
pay tribute to the coordinators of the two draft
resolutions for their efforts in carrying out
consultations on the subject.

The consideration of this item on the agenda
coincides this year with the twenty-fifth anniversary of
the opening for signing of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea. The conclusion of
the Convention was a significant and certainly historic
achievement. At the time of its adoption, it gave rise to
great hope, especially among the developing
countries— hope that law and order would rule the
seas and oceans and that maritime resources would
benefit all humankind.

Concrete and significant progress has been
achieved in that direction, but we must note that the
results achieved in certain areas still do not meet our
expectations and many problems remain unresolved.
Illegal fishing and other illegal activities continue to
take place in many parts of the sea. Several States are
not exercising full control over the ships and tankers
flying their flag, and problems of demarcation are far
from being fully resolved. Developing countries, which
formerly hoped to benefit from technology transfers for
the exploitation of their marine resources, do not seem
to have benefited from the new regime.

Having said that and in spite of all of its
shortcomings, the Convention, as the true constitution
of the sea, remains and should remain the judicia
framework under which all activities concerning the
seas and the oceans are carried out. Tunisia remains
strongly committed to the Convention and its full
implementation.

We welcome the holding in 2008 of the United
Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on
Oceans and the Law of the Sea on maritime safety and
security. While emphasizing my country’s interest in
this matter, we feel that it would be better to avoid any
overlap in the work of international bodies and to focus
our debate on those problems that have not yet
received enough attention.

15



A/62/PV .64

My delegation regrets that it has not been
possible, in this year’s draft resolution on the law of
the sea, to deal with the question of safety at sea in the
context of illegal migration by sea. It is a phenomenon
that is taking on alarming dimensions in several areas
of the world, especially in the Mediterranean, and that
entails serious problems, including in the area of
maritime safety. Indeed, as mentioned in severa
reports of the Secretary-General, an increasing number
of individuals are undertaking dangerous voyages in
order to clandestinely cross international borders.
Deaths, disappearances at sea and shipwrecks — often
on a daily basis — are constantly being noted in
various areas of the world. Those dangers are due to
the fact that these persons take to the sea on makeshift
vessels that lack any safety measures or are completely
unfit for sailing. In addition, certain ships fail to come
to their aid at sea, or when they do, they are then
refused the right to disembark at the closest port. News
items on such incidents are increasingly frequent in the
international press and in the bulletins of the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

Indeed, although it is set out in international law,
the obligation to assist people in distress at sea is not
always respected. When it is, those sailors often run
into difficulties, even unfounded accusations once the
individuals assisted disembark at the nearest port.
Thus, the delegation of Tunisia feels that the coming
meeting of the Consultative Process could help coastal
States to better coordinate and cooperate in these areas.

The degradation of the ocean environment and
marine resources is an ongoing source of concern for
Tunisia as a coastal State of a semi-enclosed and
increasingly fragile sea. The activities connected to the
sea represent an important source of revenue for alarge
number of households in my country. This is why the
fishing sector continues to be the subject of special
attention, which has alowed us to work out a
development strategy based on the rationa
management of marine resources, the consolidation of
work in applied science research and the promotion of
fish farming.

It is worrying to note that, in spite of the efforts
carried out on behalf of viable fishing, illega
fishing — undeclared and unregulated — continues to
thrive with impunity in many regions of the world,
which has given rise to a serious threat to fish stocks
and to marine habitats, which, in turn, is undermining
the economies of several States, especialy those of
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developing countries. The fight against these practices
has been made difficult owing to the lack of inspection
and sanctions on the part of flag States, by the
mediocrity of the monitoring, control and surveillance
systems and the perverse effects of fishing subsidies, to
name just a few.

These facts remind us of the urgent need to take
measures at all levels in order to guarantee the viable
management and use of marine resources. These
measures should take into account a broad application
of cautionary principles and of good marine
governance.

We also need to insist on the need to strengthen
the capacities of developing countries, including the
transfer of maritime technologies, especialy in the
fishing sector, so that they are in a better position to
meet their obligations, to exercise their rights under
international instruments and to benefit from their
marine resources.

The exercise of effective control by States over
ships flying their flags has become increasingly
imperative. In this context, Tunisia supports the
recommendations of the Committee on Fisheries,
aiming to define the criteria for evaluating flag States
and possible measures to be taken against ships flying
aflag of States that do not meet these criteria

On top of the numerous problems and challenges
facing the marine habitats and marine resources, we
also have the impact of climate change. These
problems have not been easy to deal with in the
consultations on a draft resolution on the law of the sea
owing to the differing opinions that persist among
delegations. Tunisia fully subscribes to the idea of
entrusting the United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization to the task of closely studying the impact
of climate change on fishing and marine resources so
as to pinpoint the necessary methods of adaptation.

Ms. Nufiez Mordoche (Cuba) (spoke in
Spanish): We note with great satisfaction that the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
maintains its validity and relevance, reaffirming its
universal character and paramount importance in
maintaining and strengthening international peace and
security and sustainable development of oceans and
seas.

My delegation places special emphasis on the
need to strengthen international cooperation among all
actors who have an effect on the management of seas
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and oceans, including the exchange of knowledge and
capacity-building. These are vital aspects for
developing countries.

Given my country’s geography, matters related to
oceans and seas are of special interest. Despite serious
economic hardships, Cuba has made and continues to
make huge efforts in the implementation of national
strategies for sustainable development and protection
of the marine environment in order to achieve a
coherent and effective implementation of the
Convention’s provisions.

The United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea establishes an adequate and universally
accepted legal framework within which all activities on
oceans and seas should be carried out. Therefore, we
would like to draw attention to the policies and
initiatives that undermine the Convention's regime,
such as the current management of the new sustainable
uses of oceans, including conservation and
management of biological diversity of the sea beds
beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. In this
regard, the States should abide by the principles
established by the Convention, which provide that
marine scientific research in the Area should be carried
out exclusively for peaceful purposes and to the benefit
of humanity as awhole.

With regard to the 1995 Fish Stocks Agreement
on the implementation of the provisions of the
Convention relating to the conservation and
management of straddling fish stocks and highly
migratory fish stocks, Cuba is not a party to the
Agreement but complies in good faith with the major
provisions of conservation and legislation established
in the Agreement. The main reason preventing Cuba
from becoming a party to the Agreement is our concern
over the mechanism of visits and inspections on board
fishing vessels, established under Articles 21 and 22 of
that instrument.

We would not like to conclude without first
appreciating the work carried out by the coordinators
of the draft resolutions that will be adopted on this
issue. Likewise, owing to the increasing importance of
the issue of oceans and the law of the sea, we would
like to request that the informal meetings for the
negotiation of such draft resolutions enjoy complete
conference and translation services and that care is
taken to avoid that those meetings coincide with
meetings of the Sixth Committee, which undoubtedly
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affects the participation of delegations in these
negotiations.

Mr. Mwaala (Namibia): Namibia is pleased to
sponsor  draft  resolution A/62/L.24  entitled
“Sustainable fisheries, including through the 1995
Agreement for Implementation of the Provisions of the
Convention of the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the
Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, and related
instruments” and draft resolution A/62/L.27 entitled
“Oceans and the law of the sea”.

These two draft resolutions deal with issues that
are important to Namibia. We are pleased that the draft
resolution on fisheries once again reaffirms the
importance of conservation, management and
sustainable use of marine living resources. We are
equally pleased that this draft resolution stresses the
need to strengthen intergovernmental cooperation,
including at the international and regional levels, in
order to improve the conservation and management of
fisheries resources, to combat illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing and to address fishing
overcapacity.

Namibia will continue to work constructively
with all States and regional and international bodies
engaged in regulating fisheries to give effect to the
provisions of this resolution. Indeed, Namibia has
already put in place legal instruments and policies,
including its Marine Resources Act 27 of 2000, Marine
Resources Policy and National Plan of Action, which
provide a framework for responsible development and
management of its marine resources. We have also
signed a number of international fisheries conventions
and agreements, including the 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea, the 1995 United
Nations Fish Stocks Agreement and the 1993
Compliance Agreement of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO).

In addition, Namibia is well advanced in
implementing a national satellite-based vessel
monitoring system to ensure real-time monitoring of
vessel movements and fisheries activities in our
economic zone and continental shelf. The system is
intended also to enable Namibia to comply with
requirements by regional and international fisheries
management organizations to which Namibiais a party.
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Furthermore, consideration is being given to a
legal requirement that will prohibit Namibian nationals
from engaging in fishing activities that violate the
fisheries laws of another State or that undermine the
effectiveness of conservation and management
measures adopted by regional fisheries management
organizations. Legislation will also be considered to
make it unlawful for any person subject to Namibia's
jurisdiction to import, export, transport, receive,
acquire, possess or purchase any fish taken, possessed
or sold in violation of foreign laws, treaties or
regulations. Once developed, such legislation would be
used to prosecute Namibian nationals who engage in
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing.

Turning to draft resolution A/62/L.27, on oceans
and the law of the sea, it is fitting for the General
Assembly to adopt this text. Namibia supports the
international community’s efforts to implement fully
the provisions of the Convention and related
agreements. Such efforts will help achieve the goals of
establishing a legal order which will promote peaceful
use of the oceans, equitable and efficient utilization of
their resources, conservation of their living resources
and the protection and preservation of the marine
environment.

Indeed, the marine environment is facing
challenges that, if not addressed immediately and
effectively, will have profound implications for
sustainable fisheries development, conservation and
management, and marine biological diversity. Namibia
will therefore continue to support international efforts
aimed at protecting and conserving the marine
environment. Mechanisms for such cooperation already
exist, including the Global Programme of Action for
the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-
based Activities, the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea and the FAO action plans for fisheries.

Mr. Liu Zhenmin (China) (spoke in Chinese):
The Chinese delegation attaches great importance to
the General Assembly’s discussion of the item on
oceans and the law of the sea. Over the past year, we
have witnessed the achievements, challenges and
developments in the field of the oceans and the law of
the sea. The Chinese delegation wishes to share with
the Assembly its views and visions on issues relating to
this subject.

Mankind depends on the oceans for survival and
development, and we should take good care of our
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common home. With the rapid development of science
and technology, peoples’ knowledge about the oceans
and capacity for their utilization and protection are
constantly increasing. In the face of the challenges of
our times, it is imperative for all countries to work
together to maintain a harmonious marine order. Doing
SO presupposes a harmonious relationship between
mankind and oceans in order for the oceans to always
benefit mankind, and for mankind to engage in
sustained conservation with regard to oceans.

Maintaining a harmonious marine order also calls
for respect for the sovereignty, sovereign rights and
jurisdiction of all coastal States, as well as respect for
the rights and freedom of all States, coastal States and
landlocked States alike in the peaceful utilization of
oceans. It calls for special attention and assistance to
the less devel oped coastal States, landlocked States and
geographically disadvantaged States in order for them
to better enjoy the benefits of the oceans and better
respond to the challenges and disasters from the
oceans. In dealing with marine disputes, countries
should resort to peaceful means and cooperation with a
view to maintaining marine peace and tranquillity.

In maintaining a harmonious marine order, a
rational differentiation should be made between rights
and interests in areas of national jurisdiction and those
in areas beyond national jurisdiction so that coastal
States can, on the one hand, fully exercise their
sovereign rights and jurisdiction over the continental
shelf naturally extending from their territories, and on
the other, avoid encroachment on international seabed
areas, which are the common heritage of mankind, as a
result of the extension of their continental shelf beyond
200 nautical miles.

In maintaining a harmonious marine order, a
balance should be achieved between the sound
protection and rational utilization of the oceans without
stressing one at the expense of the other. The
international community should strengthen cooperation
and integrated coordination, and push for progress of
the relevant research so as to provide solid advice for
decision-making.

The 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea should remain the legal basis and framework
for our efforts to maintain a harmonious marine order.
With 155 States parties, and the list still growing, the
Convention has fully demonstrated its universality and
vitality. As a product of extensive negotiations by the
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international community, the Convention has
accommodated various interests in a balanced manner.
It remains the important basis for us to resolve new
issues and address new challenges in marine affairs.

The adoption of relevant resolutions by the
General Assembly at the current session is of important
significance to the maintenance of a harmonious
marine order. After full consultations, two draft
resolutions (A/62/L.24 and A/62/L.27) have been
submitted for adoption, thanks to the cooperative and
constructive efforts of many delegations. Here, we
would like to thank Ambassador Henrique Rodrigues
Valle, Jr., of Brazil, and Ms. Holly Koehler of the
United States, for all the work they have put into these
drafts as coordinators. Our thanks also go to the staff
of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the
Sea for the valuable support they have provided.

At present, the Commission on the Limits of
Continental Shelf is faced with considerable
difficulties and daunting challenges, with the
emergence of many problems which were not foreseen
when the Convention was formulated. It is foreseeable
that the Commission will need a considerably long
period of time to complete its review of all the
submissions by countries.

Like other developing counties, China is
currently engaged in research activities on the
delimitation of the outer limits of the continental shelf
beyond 200 nautical miles. My delegation believes that
the delimitation of the outer limits of the continental
shelf beyond 200 nautical milesis the right of a coasta
State under international law; it is also related to the
integrated interests of the international seabed areas.

In addressing this issue, it is imperative to ensure
that the Commission takes a serious, scientific and
precise approach to its work and fully and faithfully
fulfils its mandate in accordance with the Convention.
The Commission should not be asked to simply speed
up its work regardless of other factors, especially at the
expense of the approach | have just referred to that it
should adopt in its work.

Experience shows that the inherent complexity
and difficulty of the work of delimitation were hard to
imagine at the time when the Convention was drafted.
Therefore it is unrealistic to request States parties to
file their submissions within the time limit defined by
the Convention and the resolution of the meeting of the
States parties. Developing countries face even greater
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difficulties in this regard. At the same time, given the
fact that the Commission will need a long time for its
review work, it is obvious that the artificially set
deadline of May 2009 is no longer meaningful.

We suggest that at next year’'s meeting of States
parties to the Convention various ways and means be
explored — including postponing the deadline for
submissions — to ensure that the Commission will
carry out its work on the delimitation of the outer
limits of continental shelf beyond 200 nautical milesin
an orderly fashion and that its scientific work will
stand the test of time.

In recent years, the International Seabed
Authority has focused its work on the formulation of
regulations on the prospecting and exploration for
cobalt-rich nodules and polymetallic sulphides. The
regulations on seabed prospecting and exploration
should give expression to the principle of common
heritage of mankind, while taking into account such
questions as investment interests of all countries,
especially potential contractors. Prospecting and
exploration are highly specialized and technically
demanding work with huge investment risks.

In addition, the international community should
pay particular attention to environmental protection
and the conservation of fragile ecosystems. Therefore,
the formulation of the regulations is both a process for
increasing mankind’'s knowledge about these two
resources and a means to reconcile the interests of
countries. The work on the regulations will come to a
natural fruition when we have sufficient knowledge of
the properties of these resources and when the
relationships of differing concerns among countries are
properly worked out.

At present, compared with polymetallic
sulphides — about which mankind has very limited
knowledge — people know relatively more about
cobalt-rich nodules. That explains why the formulation
of regulations on cobalt-rich nodules has encountered
fewer difficulties, which gives us hope for early
progress. We expect further efforts by the International
Seabed Authority in this respect.

As an important part of the mechanism
established by the Convention for dispute settlement,
the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea plays
an important role in the peaceful settlement of marine
disputes and the maintenance of international marine
order and stability. The Tribunal’s success in dealing
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with two cases of rapid release of vessels and crews
this year speaks to the important status it enjoys and
the contribution it has made to international marine
affairs.

China has all aong supported the Tribunal's
work. We regret that in August this year Judge
Xu Guangjian from China resigned from his post in the
Tribunal due to poor health. The Chinese Government
has nominated Mr. Zhiguo Gao as a candidate for the
election to fill the wvacancy to be held on
30 January 2008 at the meeting of States parties to the
Convention. Mr. Gao fully meets the qualifications for
candidates set out in article 2 of the Statute of the
Tribunal. | believe that, if elected, he will contribute
significantly to the Tribunal’s work. We look forward
to the valuable support of all States parties.

The theme of this year's Informal Consultative
Process was “Marine genetic resources’. The
discussions proved to be very useful. In the research
and utilization of marine genetic resources, there are
still alot of complex legal and political issues. Work in
this area also involves broader and more important
areas such as the protection and utilization of
biodiversity. All those issues merit serious study by the
international community. My delegation hopes that the
General Assembly’s ad hoc open-ended informal
working group to study issues relating to the
conservation and sustainable use of marine biological
diversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction will
achieve positive results at its second session.

A maor goa that the Convention seeks to
achieve is to facilitate navigation at sea. The regimes
established by the Convention for governing the transit
and passage through straits used for international
navigation and the passage through sea lanes of
archipelagos are important for ensuring the freedom of
navigation at sea and should be complied with by all
States. We hope that these regimes in the Convention
will be preserved. Laws and regulations enacted by any
coastal State should be in line with the Convention,
and the relevant rules of international law and should
not undermine the principle of freedom of navigation.

The Chinese Government has always attached
great importance to and has actively addressed the
question of pollution from vessels, including
greenhouse gas emission from vessels. We believe that
in addressing this problem, the key lies in upholding
the principle of “common but differentiated
responsibilities” set out in the United Nations
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Framework Convention on Climate Change and
faithfully implementing the relevant provisions of the
Kyoto Protocol.

Such a principle should be brought out both in the
relevant discussions in International Maritime
Organization (IMO) and in the amendments of relevant
treaties. China notes and supports the positive role
played by the IMO in that respect. We are willing to
enhance exchanges with other countries in dealing with
pollution from vessels as part of our efforts to further
promote pragmatic cooperation in aspects of finance,
transfer of technologies and capacity-building.

China's population accounts for one fifth of the
world's total. The Chinese people have realized that if
the oceans are expected to bring benefit to mankind for
present and future generations, we must work
ceaselessly to conserve the oceans. The Chinese
Government attaches great importance to marine
affairs. It is committed to the sound protection and
rational use of the oceans and to the proper settlement
of the question of maritime delineation with
neighbouring countries and other maritime disputes
through peaceful negotiations. We are willing to take
part in international cooperation and work with other
countries of the world in a joint effort to care for the
oceans — our common home.

The two draft resolutions to be adopted by the
Assembly represent the international community’s
response to the various problems and challenges in the
field of marine affairs. Together with all other
countries, China will make its contribution to the
maintenance of a harmonious marine order.

Mr. Noghés (Monaco) (spoke in French): We can
measure how far we have come since the opening for
signature of the Convention on the Law of the Sea, 25
years ago to the day. The Convention’s universality and
unitary nature, and the United Nations Fish Stocks
Agreement have enabled States to develop their
activities in the area of oceans and seas. These
activities continue to grow and to become increasingly
complex as the oceans and the seas reveal their wealth.

The institutions created by the Convention — the
International Seabed Authority, the International
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea and the Commission on
the Limits of the Continental Shelf — contribute to the
development of the law of the sea, and we wish to pay
special tribute to the decisive work done by each of
those organizations.
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The four reports of the Secretary-General before
the General Assembly bear witness to the breadth and
the technical nature of questions related to the oceans.
The twenty-fifth anniversary of the opening for
signature of the Convention leads me to make a few
comments on the oceans and the seas as a source of
balance and wealth for the planet.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
is definite on the influence of the greenhouse gas
concentration on climate change. The General
Assembly could not fail to express its serious concern
regarding the harmful effects of climate change due to
human activities and natural activities on the marine
environment and marine biological diversity.

In this respect, allow me to stress the growing
importance of the implementation, through an
integrated approach, of part XII of the Convention, on
the protection and preservation of the marine
environment. As stressed by the report of the
Secretary-General in its introduction to the section on
climate change “[tlhe oceans are a fundamental
component of the climate system, both directly
impacting the climate and influenced by changes in the
climate” (A/62/66, para. 326). As the United Nations
Climate Change Conference takes place in Badli, the
impact of this change will represent from now on a
major political issue.

As a coastal State of one of the most fragile seas
of the globe, Monaco, since the reign of Prince Albert |
at the beginning of the twentieth century, has paid the
most serious attention to the evolution of the oceans
and seas. Following in the footsteps of his great-
grandfather, Prince Albert Il himself conducted an
expedition to the North Pole in April 2006. This polar
expedition enabled him to see what climate change has
done to the Arctic Ocean and to encourage scientific
research into the impact of pollution on the area.

In 2007 and 2008, at the initiative of the Russian
Federation, we are celebrating a new International
Polar Year, and thank those delegations willing to
support the inclusion of two new paragraphs in the
preamble of the omnibus draft resolution presented by
Canada and Monaco (A/62/L.27). The increased
vulnerability of the poles to climate change is
unfortunately an established fact. It is especialy
obvious in the Arctic Ocean, where the melting of the
ice cap is accelerating global warming.

The Salekhard Declaration, adopted last year on
the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the Arctic
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Council, the fifth Arctic Council Ministerial Meeting
and priorities of the Norwegian chairmanship of the
Council all reflect the special attention given to
sustainable development in that part of the globe. The
regime set by the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea applies to the Arctic Ocean. It is
essential then that any measure aimed at ensuring its
preservation be part of this framework.

The authorities of Monaco attach great
importance to cooperation and coordination in the
service of conservation and sustainable use of marine
biologica diversity beyond areas of national
jurisdiction. The Pelagos Sanctuary for Mediterranean
Marine Mammals, originally established by a tripartite
agreement between France, Italy and Monaco, is now
one of the Mediterranean specially protected areas and
it is thus binding on all parties to the Barcelona
Convention.

Monaco is the depositary of the Agreement on the
Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, the
Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area. The
third meeting of the contracting parties, which took
place in Dubrovnik, Croatia, on 25 October 2007,
considered inter alia the reduction of the incidental
catch of cetaceans in drift gill nets, the diminution of
the impact of fishing, the preservation of the habitat
and the creation of new marine protected areas.

The report of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change calls for greater study of the issue of
the acidification of oceans because of the high risks it
poses for certain species. In this connection, | would
like to point out that the second Symposium on the
Ocean in a High-CO, World will take place at the
Oceanographic Museum of Monaco from 6 to
8 October 2008. The data on the acidification of oceans
and the consideration of future research priorities will
be on the agenda of this interdisciplinary forum.

| would like to stress the importance to my
delegation of the Open-ended Informal Consultative
Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea. Its eighth
meeting was devoted to marine genetic resources and
showed once again the indispensable nature of these
informal meetings. We welcome the fact that
consideration of these matters will continue in 2008 in
the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group to study issues
relating to the conservation and sustainable use of
marine biodiversity beyond areas of national
jurisdiction.
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| cannot conclude my statement without paying
tribute to the professionalism of the officials of the
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea and
thanking them anew for their dedication.

The purpose of this brief overview was to
reaffirm the priority that Monaco gives to questions of
the oceans and the seas. That is why we attach
importance to the pursuit of multilateral cooperation on
all these matters.

Mr. Sen (India): | take this opportunity to thank
the Secretary-General for his comprehensive reports on
the issues relating to ocean affairs and the law of the
sea

India attaches high importance to the effective
functioning of the institutions established under the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
With a coastline extending 4,000 miles and with 1,300
islands, we have a traditional and abiding interest in
maritime and ocean affairs. Therefore, we follow
closely the work of all subsidiary institutions under the
Convention, namely the International Seabed
Authority, the International Tribunal for the Law of the
Sea and the Commission on the Limits of the
Continental Shelf.

We congratul ate the Chairman of the Commission
on the Limits of the Continental Shelf on the efforts by
the Commission under his leadership in undertaking
the consideration of the submissions. We also thank
him, as well as the Secretariat, for providing detailed
information on various issues and constraints arising
from the increasing workload of the Commission and
the anticipated increase in the number of submissions
in the coming years.

In this crucial phase of the Commission’s work, it
is necessary to ensure that the decisions that are taken
do not compromise the task with which the
Commission has been entrusted under the Convention.
Accordingly, we fully support the request made by the
States parties to the Convention for the Secretary-
General to take timely measures, before the twenty-
first session of the Commission, to strengthen the
capacity of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law
of the Sea, which serves as the secretariat of the
Commission, and to ensure enhanced support and
assistance to the Commission in its consideration of
submissions. We also support the Commission's
request for increased working time for the Commission
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to meet in plenary so as to enable it to examine the
work done in the subcommissions.

As regards elections to the Commission and the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, we hope
that the next meeting of the States parties will be able
to agree on the joint proposal of the Asian and African
Groups on allocation of seats in those bodies, in
accordance with the principle of equitable geographical
representation.

The International Seabed Authority is currently
involved in the development of a legal regime for
prospecting and exploration for polymetallic sulphides
and cobalt-rich crusts. We appreciate the role of the
Authority in the conservation of biodiversity in the
Area, and in ensuring environmentally sustainable
development of seabed mineral resources.

The Council of the Authority has finished the first
reading of the regulations on polymetallic sulphides.
However, several issues relating to the protection of
the environment, including the time frame during
which temporary measures could be taken by the
Authority to prevent, contain and minimize the threat
of serious damage to the marine environment, are still
under consideration.

India is totally committed to the protection and
preservation of the marine environment, but we would
caution against attempts to impose an unduly
burdensome regime as it would act as a disincentive to
any further prospecting or exploration in the Area and
would thereby defeat the very purpose of setting up the
Authority. We also hope that issues regarding the
configuration of blocks and geographical proximity of
blocks in the allocated areas for exploration can be
successfully resolved at the next session of the
Authority.

We continue to follow with interest the reports of
groups of scientists collaborating on the Kaplan
Project, which could be of help in managing nodule
mining and the design of marine protected areas in the
Clarion-Clipperton Zone. We welcome the setting up of
an Endowment Fund by the International Seabed
Authority to promote and encourage the conduct of
marine scientific research in the International Seabed
Area. The Fund will support the participation of
gualified scientists and technical personnel from
developing countries in marine scientific research
programmes.
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The eighth meeting of the United Nations Open-
Ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and
the Law of the Sea this year discussed the issue of
marine genetic resources. The symbiotic relationship
between the biodiversity of the deep seabed and its
ecosystem makes the entire resources of the seabed,
living and non-living, a common heritage of mankind.
Therefore it is necessary to identify the risks to this
common heritage and agree on a substantive legal basis
for the conservation and management of biodiversity
and the use of biological and biogenetic resources of
the deep seabed and its subsoil. In this regard, we fully
align ourselves with the Group of 77 position that all
resources of the Area, including the marine genetic
resources in areas beyond national jurisdiction, are a
part of the common heritage of mankind regulated by
the legal regime of part XI of the Convention and that
bioprospecting is essentially a marine scientific
research activity that is regulated by part XIIl of the
Convention.

In the area of maritime navigation, we view with
serious concern the acts of terrorism, piracy and armed
robbery against ships and are pleased to note the
significant decrease in the number of attacks by pirates
and armed robbers in the Asian region, effected
through increased national action and regiona
cooperation.

We would also like to emphasize again the
importance of the principle of freedom of navigation,
including the right of innocent passage as well as
transit passage through straits used for international
navigation. The States bordering straits may adopt laws
or regulations relating to transit passage through the
straits, but such laws should be enforced in a manner
that is nondiscriminatory and fully consistent with
article 42 of the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea

Overfishing, destructive fishing practices and
illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing
continue to be great threats to the conservation,
management and sustainable use of biodiversity on the
high seas. To combat 1UU fishing it is essential to give
priority to compliance and enforcement measures,
including effective port State measures, listing of
vessels and developing and implementing integrated
monitoring, control and surveillance packages. It is
important to sustainably manage fish stocks and protect
vulnerable marine ecosystems and thus to find a
balance between sustainable use and conservation.
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Mr. Lovald (Norway): Today in Oslo, the Nobel
Peace Prize was presented to the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and to Al Gore. They
are being awarded the prize for their efforts to build up
and disseminate greater knowledge about man-made
climate change and to lay the foundations for the
measures that are needed to counteract or mitigate such
change.

The IPCC’s fourth assessment report points to a
number of disturbing trends. According to the best
available scientific knowledge, it has now been
established that it is very likely that greenhouse gases
are the mgjor driver of increasing temperatures. Ocean
temperatures are rising to a depth of 300 metres. Some
of the consequences will be a rise in sea level, a
decline in the extent of seaice in the polar regions and
major changes to ecosystems. The rise in sea level will
have severe impacts on coastal communities. Changes
in oceanographic conditions may affect the
productivity of ecosystems. The migratory distribution
patterns of species may change.

The consequences of climate change and of ocean
acidification can be dramatic for the marine
environment and ecosystems. Climate change may
prove to be the biggest challenge to fisheries all over
the world in the next few decades. Doing nothing is not
an option. We need further studies, as our
understanding of this is currently very limited, and we
need to consider how we should adapt ocean
management to climate change.

Let me draw attention to a part of the world
where we are already seeing clear evidence of the
effects of climate change, namely the Arctic.
According to scientific data, there has been a
significant, persistent downward trend in the extent of
summer sea ice over the past 50 years. In September
this year, the area of sea ice was only just over half of
what it was in the 1950s and 1960s.

The Arctic Ocean is about to undergo dramatic
change. Melting ice is having significant impacts on
vulnerable ecosystems, the livelihoods of local
inhabitants and opportunities of exploiting natural
resources. The rapid melting of sea ice is having
dramatic consequences for animals such as polar bears,
walruses and seals. The changing ice conditions are
also having an impact on navigation, extending the
navigation period and probably opening new shipping
routes.
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At the invitation of the Norwegian Government,
representatives of the five coastal States of the Arctic
Ocean — Canada, Denmark, Norway, Russia and the
United States — met at senior-official level on 15 and
16 October 2007 for informal discussions. They
recalled the applicability of an extensive international
legal framework to the Arctic Ocean, including notably
the law of the sea. They discussed, in particular,
application and national implementation of the law of
the sea in relation to protection of the marine
environment, freedom of navigation, marine scientific
research and the establishment of the outer limits of
their respective continental shelves.

Commercial fisheries may extend into more
northerly areas of the Arctic in the future. The States
concerned should begin now to consider how to
implement effectively the principles and rules set out
in the 1995 Fish Stocks Agreement implementing the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
including any future need for appropriate mechanisms.

Nature provides the basis of our existence. A
natural environment with rich biological diversity
adapts more easily to change. In Johannesburg in 2002,
world leaders committed themselves to significantly
reducing the loss of biological diversity by 2010.
However, too little has been done in the way of
practical and effective measures to implement the
existing legal framework and protect marine
biodiversity. For example, many coastal States have
not yet established a representative network of
effectively managed marine protected areas within
their own national jurisdiction. Norway aims to have
such a network in place well before 2010. We need
better mapping of the seabed and must improve
knowledge of the vulnerability of different habitats to
existing environmental pressures and to those that are
likely to arise in the future. Norway believes that there
is an urgent need to implement the ecosystem approach
and apply the precautionary principle to the
management of human activities so as to ensure the
conservation and sustainable use of living marine
resources.

Illegal, unreported and unregulated fisheries and
destructive fishing practices are amongst the most
immediate and serious threats to marine biodiversity.
That includes bottom trawling on vulnerable habitats
such as coral reefs. Those practices occur in areas
within and beyond national jurisdiction. There is an
urgent need to address such abuses of oceans
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effectively. Norway has taken steps to implement the
FAO International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and
Eliminate lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing,
and we urge States that have not yet done so to take all
appropriate steps in that context. We look forward to
the completion of the technical guidelines, including
the standards for the management of deep-sea fisheries
in the high seas that are being developed by the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO).

The establishment of the outer limits of the
continental shelf beyond 200 nautical milesis a crucial
element in our implementation of the global law of the
sea regime. The Commission on the Limits of the
Continental Shelf is playing an essential role in that
work. The delineation process may help to clarify the
legal framework for future offshore shelf activities and
has significant development implications. For many
States, the deadline for submitting documentation to
the Commission is May 2009. We are concerned that
not all States have made sufficient preparations to meet
that deadline. Doubts concerning unresolved bilateral
delimitation questions and financial and practical
challenges related to data collection and analysis
should not constitute undue obstacles for initiating
preparations.

We realize that developing countries face
particular challenges in preparing submissions, but if
they make use of internationally available data,
available expertise and existing funding mechanisms,
they should be able to meet the deadlines. In order to
enable the least developed countries in particular to
make submissions, we need to find practical solutions.
Norway has therefore prepared a draft informal
discussion paper that we are providing as food for
thought for this important discussion. | have attached a
copy of that paper to the text of my statement, which is
being distributed. We are looking forward to
continuing our dialogue on the issue with other States.

Norway was instrumental in the establishment of
the United Nations trust fund for the purpose of
facilitating the preparation of submissions to the
Commission. The trust fund has not been widely used,
so we welcome the adoption of new procedures to
simplify access to it. We commend the Division for
Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea for its efforts in
that regard and recognize its very important role in
helping countries to seek assistance in preparing
submissions. We also recognize that additional
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resources will be needed to enable the Division to
provide adequate support for the work of the
Commission. Consequently, we request the Secretary-
General to ensure that the Division is given sufficient
resources in that respect.

Mr. Skinner-Klée (Guatemala) (spoke in
Spanish): This year, the consideration of the item on
oceans and the law of the sea by the General Assembly
coincides with the 25th anniversary of the approval and
opening for signature of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea. For the past 25
years, the Convention has been shown to be not only
the ideal basis for adopting measures and promoting
cooperation at the regional and global levels on the
marine environment, but a legal framework with
sufficient flexibility to ensure implementation over the
long-term and the capacity to meet new challenges.

Aside from having been ratified by more than
80 per cent of the Member States, the Convention has
widespread support in the international community as
the universal legal framework within which all
activities and discussions relating to oceans and seas
should take place. For that reason, Guatemala supports
the idea of including, within the framework of the
Convention, deep seabed genetic resources as the
common heritage of humankind for the purposes of
exploitation and conservation. In that regard, the
recognition of the differences of opinion regarding the
legal framework for genetic marine resources in the
draft omnibus resolution is a significant step.

Guatemala continues to support the conservation
and management of biodiversity in the international
marine seabed. We hope to make progress in that area,
and my delegation will, of course, contribute its efforts
to that end. In particular, we will contribute to the work
of the ad hoc open-ended informal working group to
study issues relating to the conservation and
sustainable use of marine biological diversity beyond
areas of national jurisdiction, which will be meeting
next year.

My delegation welcomes the recognition, in the
draft resolution on oceans and the law of the sea, of the
link between the matters just mentioned and
sustainable development. In that regard, the language
on climate change should be noted, since it contains an
important political message to delegations, who are
currently meeting in Bali and deliberating on this
subject. We believe that the progress made in that
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context is fundamental to the achievement of the
Millennium Development Goals.

With regard to the issue of fisheries management,
we believe that, despite the fact that the United Nations
has urged States to accede to the 1995 Agreement for
the Implementation of the Provisions of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of
10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and
Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly
Migratory Fish Stocks, the majority of Latin American
countries have, after careful analysis, determined that
the Agreement omits certain fundamental precepts
included in the Convention. On the other hand, it
maintains elements that prevent a greater number of
countries from participating, such as the lack of
resources for implementation and elements contained
inarticles 7, 21, 22 and 23 of the Agreement.

We would therefore like to emphasize that it is
important to promote a genuine dialogue between
States party and not party to the Agreement in order to
overcome the obstacles identified. We hope that those
discussions will take place soon, since the reasonable
exploitation of living resources is the responsibility of
all of humankind. The official consultations between
the States parties to the Agreement which will take
place next year, will be an excellent opportunity to
promote that dialogue.

Through the General Assembly and through the
present draft resolution, we hope that we will be able
to create an intergovernmental forum to ensure the
long-term conservation and sustai nable development of
marine species through the adoption of measures and
the good functioning of regional and subregional
organizations involved in the management of fisheries
on the high seas.

Illegal, destructive and predatory fishing
practices require further attention and should be
effectively banned to ensure an ecosystemic approach
to the issue. In such an approach, fishing should be
orderly, planned and developed so that its benefits are
not simply short-term but continue on for future
generations. We cannot disregard the fact that the
experts have calculated that by the year 2050, fish
stocks will be exhausted. That means that resources
must be urgently deployed to put an end to those
destructive practices and to protect the most vulnerable
ecosystems. If not, future generations will have to deal
with the disappearance of living marine resources and,
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subsequently, possible conflicts caused by the lack of
means to ensure food security.

In addition, my delegation would like to pay
tribute to the work of the Division for Ocean Affairs
and the Law of the Sea. They are charged with a host
of highly relevant tasks, which they carry out with a
sense of responsibility despite limited resources.
Resolutions on oceans and the law of the sea and on
fishing require the Secretariat to consider and prepare
various reports on important aspects of marine activity,
and they have always fulfilled that task. We note that
that type of request is being made more and more
frequently, and the reports are increasing in size and
number. In 2007 alone, there were four extensive
technical reports prepared, which provided essential
support to States. Nevertheless, the result was of the
highest quality, reflecting the efforts and great capacity
of the staff involved.

In conclusion, my delegation believes that the
consensus achieved in the resolutions adopted today is
a fundamental step forward. Consequently, we will
support the draft omnibus resolution on oceans and the
law of the sea and the draft resolution on fisheries
management. In particular, we would like to express
our thanks for the efforts and dedication of the two
coordinators of those draft resolutions.

Mr. Andanje (Kenya): It has been 25 years since
the adoption of the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea. One hundred and fifty-five countries
have ratified the Convention. They include
41 countries from Africa and 42 from Asia That
demonstrates not only a near-universal acceptance of
the Convention, but also the importance that Member
States attach to the sea itself, and particularly to its
resources. My own country, Kenya, ratified the
Convention in 1989.

Members will recall that, under the provisions of
the Convention, States are required to have established
the limits of their continental shelf 10 years after its
entry into force. The date of submission was extended
to May 2009 for the States that completed early
ratification. In 2005, Kenya established a task force to
delineate the outer limit of its continental shelf and to
formulate an integrated ocean management policy. | am
pleased to report that the task force has completed its
preparation of the desktop study and has taken steps to
initiate the acquisition of the relevant data required for
determining the outer limit of Kenya's continental
shelf. We expect to make a submission to the

26

Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf
within 18 months.

The implementation of article 76 of the
Convention continues to pose serious financial and
technical challenges to coastal developing States. That
is because the parameters that define whether a coastal
State can extend its jurisdiction beyond 200 nautical
miles are based on a complex set of scientific rules.
They require the collection, assembly and analysis of a
body of relevant hydrographic, geologica and
geophysical data, in accordance with the provisions
outlined in the Scientific and Technical Guidelines.
The complexity, scale and costs involved require
substantial resources, notwithstanding the different
geographical and geophysical circumstances of States.

The provisions in annex |l, article 4, of the
Convention set out the time limit for the submission of
a claim for an extended continental shelf by States. In
June 2007, States parties decided that the timeline be
kept under review. Although Kenya is committed to
making its submission within the timeline, we believe
it should not be regarded as a deadline meant to
penalize those States that ratified the Convention early.

As a matter of principle, the rights of developing
States over their continental shelves beyond 200
nautical miles need to be safeguarded. To that end and
in view of the difficulties experienced in the
preparation of submissions, States parties should
undertake a constant review of the ability of States to
meet the timeline and make the necessary
recommendations. They could include putting in place
modalities for acceptance by the Commission on the
Limits of the Continental Shelf of late submissions on
a case-by-case basis. Alternatively, a general extension
for developing coastal States could be considered.

However, in order not to be time-barred, Kenya
urges States to expedite their work. My delegation
believes that submission of the desktop study is
sufficient for stopping the clock with regard to the
submission time limit, even as States work on the data
required.

Kenya appreciates the important work being
carried out by the Commission on the Limits of the
Continental Shelf. The report of the Chairman of the
Commission to the recently concluded 17th meeting of
States parties to the Convention indicates that the
Commission requires more resources in terms of time
and finances, owing to the constantly increasing work
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load of the Commission. The Commission Chairman,
Mr. Peter Croker, informed the meeting that there are
about 65 States with extended continental shelves as of
2005, up from 33 in 1978. Africa is the main growth
area. It is noteworthy that, in a rush to beat the
deadline for submissions, States are making more
submissions, which has overwhelmed the seven-
member Commission.

In view of those developments, and since the
Commission meets for 10 weeks per year, it can only
process two submissions. Under such circumstances, it
will become burdensome for nominating member
States to support members of the Commission, as
required under annex Il, article 2, paragraph 5, of the
Convention. Its work would also have to be extended
to 2035 in order to enable it to process the 65
outstanding submissions. This state of affairs is
unacceptable to coastal States, which need to harness
the resources in their extended continental shelves. In
the meantime, owing to the quickly approaching
submission timeline, submissions from States are
gueued in the order in which they are received.

The proposal that members of the Commission
should receive emoluments and expenses while
performing Commission duties concerning the
consideration of submissions made by coastal States on
the outer limits of their continental shelves deserves
consideration. Such emoluments and expenses could be
defrayed through modalities agreed by States,
including through the regular budget of the United
Nations.

The need for capacity-building and technology
transfer to developing countries cannot be overstated.
We must share knowledge from research programmes,
including the availability and maintenance of data,
samples and research findings. The training and
sensitization campaigns being carried out by the
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea and
other United Nations entities are invaluable. My
delegation highly values that support, which should be
strengthened.

Kenya appreciates the recent review of the trust
fund established to assist developing coastal States in
complying with the requirements relating to
submissions to the Commission. We welcome the
change of its terms of reference, which is an important
development. However, | wish to point out that the
most complex and expensive part in the preparation of
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a submission is data acquisition. It is important that
that component is incorporated in the review. States
parties must consider expanding the scope of the grant
to cover that component. We believe that it will
promote cooperation in data-sharing between member
States in the spirit of article 244 of the Convention. In
that regard, | would like to commend Norway for its
active role in facilitating the review of the trust fund
and especially for its support to my country.

My delegation supports the work of the Informal
Consultative Process on marine genetic resources. It is
critical for the preservation and protection of marine
environment. Over the years, technology has enabled
bottom-fishing, which in most cases results in damage
to the vulnerable marine ecosystem. Illegal, unreported
and unregulated fishing is equally becoming a threat to
the security of fish stocks. The Informal Consultative
Process must therefore focus on related topics.

We welcome the decision of the Informal
Consultative Process to consider the topic of maritime
security and safety in future discussions. It is a timely
subject, since armed robbery and piracy along the Horn
of Africa has now reached alarming proportions,
especially in the territorial waters and international
shipping lanes off the Somali coastline. As this is a
matter of grave concern for the Government of Kenya
and the international community, we must urgently
address the problem.

The adoption on 18 May of the Nairobi
International Convention on the Removal of Wrecks by
the International Maritime Organization (IMO) was an
important step. My delegation is convinced that it will
give impetus to the efforts by IMO towards improving
the safety of navigation, maritime security and the
protection of the marine environment. We appeal to
States that are signatory to the Convention but have not
ratified it to do so and urge States not yet parties to
consider becoming party to the Convention. It is
important that the maritime industry provide
assistance, directly or indirectly, to those States that
may require support in considering the adoption of and
subsequent implementation of the Convention.

Kenya supports an expanded role of the meeting
of the States parties to the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea. We fervently believe the
deliberations of meetings of States parties should not
be limited to budgetary and administrative matters. As
the supreme organ under the Convention, it should
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continue to discuss substantive issues concerning the
implementation of the Convention.

Considering the number of States parties that have
ratified the Convention, and taking into account the fact
that the Asian-African group is entitled to five permanent
seats each on both the Commission and the International
Seabed Authority, with an extra seat rotating between
them, it is important that the principle of proportional and
equitable geographical representation is observed to
reflect current membership. My delegation will pursue
thisissue at the next meeting of the States parties.

Mr. Hill (Australia): | would first like to
recognize and associate myself with the statement by
the Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the
Kingdom of Tonga on behalf of the Pacific Island
Forum group of countries represented at the United
Nationsin New York.

This year, as others have said, marks an important
milestone for the international law of the sea. It is now
25 years since the conclusion of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea and over that period
the global community’s interaction with, and use of,
the oceans and its diverse resources has evolved
significantly. During that time, the Convention has
proven to be both flexible and resilient, with much of it
now forming part of the corpus of customary
international law.

Since last year’'s debate under this agenda item,
the international community has again moved closer to
realizing the objective of universal adherence to the
Convention. Australia would like to take this
opportunity to congratulate Morocco, Moldova and
Lesotho for having acceded to the Convention in the
past year.

The draft resolutions before us continue to raise
issues of utmost importance to Australia, invoking
issues of key national, regional and international
interest. Priority issues for Australia include
governance arrangements for regulating human
activities on the world’s oceans, the role and operation
of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental
Shelf, seeking to improve maritime security and safety,
and working towards the sustainable management and
conservation of marine living resources.

In relation to high seas governance, the
international community is faced with a number of
challenges from both existing and potential activities
and human impacts on the high seas, many of which
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are recognized in the draft resolutions before us. Issues
that need to be addressed most urgently include over-
fishing, destructive fishing practices, marine pollution,
the impacts of climate change and the use of the oceans
to sequester atmospheric carbon dioxide.

Just over a month ago, Australia participated in
an expert workshop in New York, convened with the
purpose of identifying gaps in oceans governance and
the implementation of existing regulatory frameworks
and considering various proposals for improving
oceans governance outcomes.

We look forward to considering those issues
further at next year's second meeting of the ad hoc
open-ended informal working group to study issues
relating to the conservation and sustainable use of
marine biological diversity beyond areas of national
jurisdiction, bearing in mind the important discussions
we had earlier in 2007 on marine genetic resources.
Australia has played a leading role in the previous
discussions of the working group and hopes to continue
to do so.

In relation to maritime security and safety,
Australia looks forward also to the opportunity
presented by next year's United Nations Open-ended
Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law
of the Sea to explore avenues for cooperation and
methods for addressing the challenges of maritime
security and safety.

As a large island nation and coastal State,
Australia recognizes the need for increased
coordination at the domestic, regional and global levels
to improve prevention and response capabilities in
relation to new and emerging threats to maritime
security. Those issues have relevance not only for
prominent coastal and maritime States, but represent
key policy challenges across a broad spectrum,
including energy security, international trade and
commerce, piracy and armed robbery at sea,
transnational organized crime and maritime terrorism,
particularly in respect of offshore installations.

We are pleased that recent technological
developments are contributing to improvements in the
safety of shipping and maritime domain awareness,
including the work of the International Maritime
Organization on systems for the long-range
identification and tracking of ships. In addition, we
welcome regional efforts to address threats to maritime
security, including the establishment of the Information
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Sharing Centre (ISC) in Singapore just over a year ago
under the Regional Cooperation Agreement on
Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against Shipsin
Asia. We note that the Centre has reported a decline in
recorded incidents of piracy and armed robbery at sea
in the first half of this year when compared to same
period last year. This is certainly a positive
development, and we hope the trend continues.

In relation to the Commission on the Limits of
the Continental Shelf, Australia welcomes paragraphs
in the omnibus resolution addressing the important
work of the Commission and the challenges that lie
ahead. Following Australia’s submission on the outer
limits of its continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles
in late 2004, we continue to engage constructively with
the Commission as it enters the final stages of its work
in formulating recommendations, upon which Australia
will base its final outer limit.

We encourage States whose experts are serving
on the Commission to do their utmost to ensure the full
participation of those experts in the Commission’s
work. Members must be in a position to work together
for extended periods in New York in order to expedite
the consideration of submissions and to avoid potential
backlogs as the pace of submissions quickens over the
immediate years ahead.

We would like to express our appreciation for the
hard work of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the
Law of the Sea in responding to cals for the
strengthening of its capacity in its role as secretariat to
the Commission and in working to build and improve
the capacity of States in their preparation of national
submissions. Based on Australia’'s own experience,
preparing a submission is a demanding technical,
scientific and legal task, and we are pleased to be able
to continue sharing our experiences and | essons learned
with other States as they plan and chart a course
towards making their own submissions.

On the issue of sustainable fisheries and
straddling and highly migratory fish stocks, Australia
welcomes the accession of five States to this important
Agreement since last year’'s debate— Bulgaria,
Romania, Czech Republic, Lithuania and Latvia
Australia maintains its strong commitment to the
Agreement and encourages ongoing action to broaden
and strengthen its implementation, bearing in mind the
important outcomes of the May 2006 Review
Conference. We call on States that have not done so to
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accede to and implement the Agreement, as well as the
conservation and management measures adopted under
relevant regional fisheries management organizations
(RFMOs).

In relation to significant adverse impacts of
fishing on the marine environment, | recall that last
year’s resolution on sustainable fisheries, 61/105, was
an important step forward in regulating bottom fishing
and managing the impacts of destructive fishing
practices on the marine environment. In particular,
resolution 61/105 called upon competent RFMOs and
arrangements to adopt and implement measures by the
end of 2008 to identify vulnerable marine ecosystems,
assess proposals for bottom fishing and ensure that
bottom fishing does not proceed if assessed to have
significant adverse impacts on vulnerable marine
ecosystems. In unmanaged areas of the high seas,
States are to do the same or not authorize their vessels
to engage in bottom fishing.

We welcome recent efforts by RFMOs and
similar arrangements to regulate bottom fisheries in
accordance with resolution 61/105. Measures adopted
recently by the Commission for the Conservation of
Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR) are an
example of best practices in this area, requiring
contracting parties to submit relevant information to
the CCAMLR Scientific Committee, including, where
possible, initial assessments of proposed bottom
fishing activities and mitigation measures to prevent
significant adverse impacts on vulnerable marine
ecosystems. On the basis of such information, the
Scientific Committee then makes a recommendation to
the Commission on whether bottom fishing should
proceed.

Australia continues to work in its region towards
establishing new RFMOs and adopting interim
measures for bottom fisheries in accordance with
resolution 61/105. As an initial sponsor with New
Zealand and Chile, Australia continues to be a key
player in the development of the South Pacific RFMO.
We welcome the adoption this year of voluntary
interim measures by participants in the negotiations to
establish the South Pacific RFMO. These interim
measures will apply until relevant conservation and
management measures come into force under a fully
constituted South Pacific RFMO.

Moreover, Australia signed the Southern Indian
Ocean Fisheries Agreement in December 2006. We
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encourage States to move as quickly as possible to
follow the South Pacific RFMO example by adopting
interim measures, pending the Southern Indian Ocean
Fisheries Agreement’s entry into force, conserving fish
stocks and managing bottom fisheries, including
mitigating potential significant adverse impacts on
vulnerable marine ecosystems. We look forward to the
entry into force of the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries
Agreement as soon as possible.

Illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing
is obviously a complicated and multifaceted problem.
We must address this scourge of the oceans through a
combination of increased flag State responsibility,
strengthened port State measures to restrict market
access for IUU catch and strong action against
nationals involved in IUU fishing activities. Australia
continues to take this problem very seriously and acts
firmly against foreign vessels fishing illegaly in
Australian waters.

Australia welcomes the important progress made
in the Joint Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQO)
and International Maritime Organization (IMO)
Ad Hoc Working Group on lllegal, Unreported and
Unregulated Fishing and Related Matters, which met
for the second time in Rome in July 2007. We look
forward to ongoing collaboration between the FAO and
IMO, including crucial work on broadening the
application of a unique vessel identifier that would
deliver a permanent and more accurate method of
identifying vessels, particularly in the face of efforts to
disguise their identity through changed names, altered
colours and fabricated call signs, even while at sea. We
must continue our efforts to make life as difficult as
possible for those engaged in reckless lUU activities.

Finally, Australia has a strong interest in further
global development of port State measures as a tool in
the fight against IUU fishing. We welcome the
outcomes of the twenty-seventh Committee on
Fisheries meeting, in particular the proposal to develop
alegally binding instrument on minimum standards for
port State measures. Such an instrument would build
on the important progress that has been made
regionally — for example, by CCAMLR, when
Member States are now obliged to deny port access to
vessels appearing on the CCAMLR list of IUU fishing
vessels.

In the face of declining fish stocks globally and
the inability or unwillingness of flag States to comply
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with international standards and obligations, stronger
port State and market-based measures must be a
priority for the international community.

Ms. Tareo (Marshall Islands): My delegation
wishes to thank the coordinators and colleagues from
Member States for their efforts in the recent informal
consultations regarding both the resolution on
sustainable fisheries (A/62/L.24) and the omnibus
resolution on the law of the sea (A/62/L.27). As the
Republic of the Marshall Islands relies upon marine

resources for food security and sustainable
development, these resolutions are of critica
importance.

The issue of the impact of climate change on the
ocean, as addressed in these two resolutions, is
particularly fundamental for low-lying small island
nations such as the Marshall Islands. As my nation
watches sea levels rise, we are increasingly aware of
the need for policymakers to better understand the
broad impacts of climate change. The Republic of the
Marshall Islands is pleased by the provisions in the
omnibus law of the sea resolution that encourage
efforts deployed within the framework of the
International Polar Year, with the shared goal of
studying the impacts of climate change in the Arctic
and Antarctic regions. That research will provide direct
benefits for nations even as far away as my own, as the
degradation of polar regions may have substantial
global marine impacts.

In addition, my delegation is pleased that the

draft resolution also recognizes the need for
international cooperation to support regional marine
conservation and climate adaptation strategies,

including the Micronesia Challenge — an innovative
intergovernmental effort in the Western Pacific region
to conserve 30 per cent of near-shore coastal resources
by the year 2020.

New research regarding the relationship between
climate change and ocean acidification is of grave
concern to my nation. Each year, the world's oceans
absorb approximately one third of all global carbon
dioxide emissions. Alarmingly, increasing emissions
levels will lead to ocean acidification — a change in
ocean chemistry that may severely damage the coral
reefs and related food chains upon which my nation
depends for food security, economic development and
tourism.
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Ms. Victoria Fabry, a leading oceanographic
scientist, has stated that ocean acidification will have
direct and profound impacts on marine ecosystems. A
recent scientific expedition, in 2006, collected field
data throughout the Pacific Ocean and verified earlier
predictive models regarding the rate of acidification.
Furthermore, the world's first research buoy dedicated
to monitoring ocean acidification has now been placed
in the Pacific Ocean, near the Gulf of Alaska. Finally,
the most recent report of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change has discussed the expected threat of
ocean acidification upon corals, as well as the need for
further research on the impacts of ocean acidification
on marine ecosystems.

Ocean acidification has been underemphasized in
international forums. My delegation is pleased that the
issue of ocean acidification has been addressed in the
present draft resolution, and strongly urges Member
States to devote their immediate attention to pursuing
both further research and policy action on that vital
matter.

The Marshall Islands affirms the need for flag
States to play an important role in enforcing maritime
law and remains committed to undertaking the tasks of
oversight, regulation and vessel inspection, as outlined
by the activities of the International Maritime
Organization and the International Labour
Organization. In addition, the Republic of the Marshall
Islands recently ratified the Maritime Labour
Convention.

As a low-lying nation uniquely vulnerable to the
impacts of climate change, the Marshall Islands is also
proud to participate in the Intersessional Technical
Working Group and other efforts examining the
reduction of carbon dioxide emissions from
international shipping. In addition, the Marshall 1slands
encourages coastal States to further develop regulatory
strategies that protect marine environments while also
facilitating free transit and global trade.

Sustainable fisheries represent a critical part of my
nation’s economic infrastructure. Too often, commercial
fishing operations will unintentionally create large
amounts of by-catch — otherwise unwanted fish that are
important to the economic sustainability and food security
of the Marshall Islands. My delegation is pleased that the
sustainable fisheries draft resolution now recognizes that
important problem, and urges international awareness of
the negative impacts of by-catch practices.
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The Marshall Islands features one of the world's
greatest populations of reef sharks, and we are
concerned about its reported decline. My delegation
recognizes the draft resolution’s inclusion of
international goals aimed at reducing the destructive
practice of shark finning. Some nations have not yet
fully implemented the 1999 Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) International Plan of Action for
the Conservation and Management of Sharks, a key
measure that aims to protect the populations and
habitats of sharks worldwide. In addition to calling for
the full implementation of the FAO Plan’s activities
through international cooperation, the draft resolution
also calls on Member States to take immediate action
to improve the implementation of, and compliance
with, existing shark-fishing regulations aimed at
restricting shark finning. While the Republic of the
Marshall Islands embraces the need to maintain a
vigilant and active approach against such perpetrators,
my nation may struggle to meet the enforcement goals
outlined in the draft resolution without the presence of
sustained international assistance.

My delegation is pleased that the draft resolution
highlights the declaration of the Ministerial Conference
held in Lisbon in October, which affirms traditional
maritime law but also discusses the role that certain
commercial actors play in benefiting from illegal,
unreported and under-reported fishing. By addressing
the entire supply chain of illegal fishing, the Lisbon
Declaration may serve as a model for future
international discussion.

Capacity-building remains an important issue for
the Marshall 1slands as we continue to address the vital
aspects of the Fish Stocks Agreement, in particular the
prevention of illegal and unreported fishing. The
Marshall Islands fully embraces its commitment to
maintaining an effective technical, administrative and
enforcement capacity. My delegation calls attention to
our valuable national effort in managing our fisheries.

However, like certain other small island
developing States, our small population, limited
resources and the overwhelming size of our vast
exclusive economic zone all create barriers to
achieving effective enforcement. My delegation also
calls attention to the outcome document of the 2004
Pacific Islands Regional Ocean Forum, which further
notes the regional need for international assistance in
building such capacity as a means of implementation.
The persistence of illegal, unreported and under-
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reported fishing within both the Republic of the
Marshall Islands and the Pacific region poses an
immediate threat to the health of a globally significant
food source, including one of the world’s largest tuna
fisheries.

My delegation emphasizes the success of recent
joint enforcement activities, and also calls attention to the
need for a sustained effort to bolster our capacity. The
Marshall Idands welcomes provisions in the draft
resolution that call upon Member States to continue their
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activities in assisting small island developing countries in
the areas of fishery management and enforcement. Such
partnerships will play an increasingly important role in
transforming noble intentions into meaningful reality,
with atruly global benefit.

The Acting President (spoke in French): We
have heard the last speaker in the debate on sub-items
(a) and (b) of agendaitem 77.

The meeting rose at 1.20 p.m.

07-63393



