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Letter dated 17 September 2002 from the Chargé d’affaires a.i. of
the Permanent Mission of Belarus to the United Nations addressed
to the Secretary-General

I am privileged to transmit herewith for your attention, as contained in the
annex to the present letter, the original copy of the letter addressed to Your
Excellency by H.E. Mr. Alyaksandr Lukashenka, President of the Republic of
Belarus.

I should be grateful if you would take the necessary steps to have the present
letter and its annex circulated as an official document of the fifty-seventh session of
the General Assembly, under item 162 of the provisional agenda, and of the Security
Council.

(Signed) Aleg Ivanou
Chargé d’affaires a.i.

* A/57/150.
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Annex to the letter dated 17 September 2002 from the Chargé
d’affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of Belarus to the
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

President of the Republic of Belarus

Minsk, 11 September 2002

The tragic events of 11 September 2001 marked the start of efforts by the
international community to find new approaches to solving the problem of terrorism.

The spread of international terrorism and its links with transnational organized
crime, the illicit drugs trade and illegal arms trafficking have become a threat to the
foundations of international relations as enshrined in the Charter of the United
Nations.

It is important that precisely the United Nations has taken the lead in
establishing a global anti-terrorist coalition. The adoption of Security Council
resolution 1373 (2001) and the establishment of the Counter-Terrorism Committee
confirmed the fact that the United Nations could be at the heart of the international
community’s endeavour to find strategies and tactics to deal with terrorism. The
international community thus acknowledged that the collective approach was the
only possible and effective way to combat the evil of terrorism.

The Republic of Belarus considers itself an integral part of the international
anti-terrorist coalition. It wholeheartedly supports the work of the Counter-
Terrorism Committee and is actively cooperating with it.

The consistency of the approach adopted by the Republic of Belarus is
confirmed by the fact that it is a party to nine international multilateral anti-
terrorism treaties and will very soon complete the procedures for becoming a party
to the remaining three.

Issues relating to counter-terrorism are kept under constant review by all
agencies in the State administration of Belarus. In January 2002, the country’s Act
on combating terrorism entered into force. The National Bank of the Republic of
Belarus has taken the decision to freeze the accounts of terrorists, terrorist
organizations and persons associated with them.

With its fully effective export-control system and its membership of the
Nuclear Suppliers Group, Belarus takes an active part in preventing the proliferation
and use by terrorists of nuclear, biological and chemical weapons, conventional
weapons and weapon-production technologies.

We welcome your personal efforts to strengthen existing United Nations
counter-terrorism structures and to develop, under its auspices, a comprehensive
convention on international terrorism. In view of the exceptional importance of joint
action in combating international terrorism, Belarus will continue to support in
every way the Organization’s efforts to confront this contemporary challenge.

(Signed) Aleksander Lukashenko


